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AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL 
COAL. Analysis by Dr. Fyrz, M.D.:— 
9746 cubic feet of gas per ton of coal. 
26-candle gas. 
134 ewt. coke per ton of coal. 
N.B.—Ramsay’s Cannel most resembles the Mar- 
quis of Lothian’s Cannel, but superior as to coke. 
'RAMSAY’S PATENT CONDENSED COKE, 
Do. GARESFIELD COKE, 


RAMSAY'S FIRE-CLAY ARTICLES. 


GAS-RETORTS, introduced 1828. 

FIRE-BRICK WORKS, established 1804. 

FIRE-CLAY SANITARY PIPES, CHIMNEY- 
TOPS, and all Goods made of Fire Clay. 

The Fire Clay is worked from Blaydon Main Col- 
liery. is of excellent quality, and no expense spared in 
perfecting every article. 

The FIRE-BRICKS (marked ** RAMSAY”) are to be 
seen in all parts cf the world, and the works are the 
most extensive in the Kingdom. 

Manufactories: DERWENTHAUGH, SWALWELL, and 
HessuRn Quay. Offices: Broap CHarE, NEW- 
CA8TLE-UPON-TYNE. Address, G. H. Ramsay. 


GEORGE GLOVER & CO., 


Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the 
Government, and of the 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS. 


These Meters are warranted to measure correctly 
and not to vary, and have come into general use more 
rapidly than any Meters hitherto manufactured, 


PARIS EXHIBITION, 1867. 
| THE TESTING-HOUSE REPORTS. 


The Reports prepared for the Science and Art Depart- 
' ment, under the direction of the Lords of the Council, 
| detail the arrangements made for testing the gas appa- 
|ratus exhibited. In the testing-house erected by the 
Special Committee appointed to further this object a 
| gasholder was constructed by Mr. G. Glover, being a 
fac simile of that produced and patented by him in 
1860, and deposited in the Exchequer, under the pro- 
| visions of the Sales of Gas Act, and British manufac- 
| turers of gas apparatus were invited by advertisement, 
| and by direct application, to forward worthy objects for 
}exhibition. Mr. G. Glover was, however, the only 
| manufacturer who sent Meters to be tested. The re- 
| port states that, as ‘‘ Mr. Glover is a manufacturer of 
| Dry Meters only, no opportunity presented itself of 
| comparing their accuracy. with that of Wet Meters 
junder various circumstances, but the perfection to 
| which that maker has brought his Meters prevents the 
possibility of those extravagant errors which are well 
| known to exist where Wet Meters are used.” 
| Particulars and lists of prices forwarded on applica- 
| tion to Ranelagh Works, Ranelagh Road, Pimlico, 
Lonpon, 8.W.; 15, Market Street, MANCHESTER ; 
| or 97, Boulevard de Magenta, Paris. 
| 














COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
JOSEPH COWEN and CO, 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
Were the only parties to whom a Pr1zz MEDAL was 
awarded at the Great EXHIBITION of 1851, for ‘Gas 
Rerorts and OTHER OBJECTS in Fime-Ciay,”’ and 
they have also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL 
ExHIBITION of 1862, the Prize Mepat for “Gas 
Rerorts, Fire-Brickxs, &c., for ExXceLLence of 

Quatiry.” 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
of all shapes and dimensions, Fire-Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire-Clay are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 

OWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS, 
Coal Office, 
Quay S1pzk, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 





FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 


jon RUSSELL AND 90, 


THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHUBCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 


ALMA WORKS, 
WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 

and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Tron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
os Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 
Boilers. 

J. R.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in afew days. 

un Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocks, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 

and Warranted. 


JOHN BENT & SON, 
WET AND DRY GAS-METER 
STREET-LAMP 


MANUFACTURERS, 
BELL BARN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM, 


ABLISHED 1830. 
All materials found for the alteration of Public Lamps for 
lighting with the Rod. Regulators with Lava Burners. 











BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE- 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
Near Newcastie-on-Tynz. 


Willian COCHRAN CARR begs 


most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their 
patronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
manufacture of CLAY RETORTS;; and that he is now 
prepared to execute the largest orders with punctuality 
and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the saortest notice, 
and on the most reasonable terms. 

London Agents: JAMES LAWRIE & CO., 
63, Otp Broap Srrert, City, Lonpon. 


HE “LOTHIAN” CANNEL COALS. 


These Cannels are extensively used in the Gas- 
Works of Edinburgh, where the illuminating power of 
the gas is the highest in Britain. 

The yield per ton is 12,578 cubic feet ; illuminating 
ower 33°8 standard candles; coke per ton 1046 lbs, 
Ports of Shipment, in the Firth of Forth. 


BoxeEss CANNEL COALS.—This 


Cannel is largely used in gas-works where, in addi- 
tion to high illuminating power, thereexists ademand for 
superior Coke, it being the best Coke-producing Cannel 
of all Scottish Cannels. It yields about 11,000 cubic ft. 
of 25 standard candle gas per ton. 

Ports of Shipment, either the Forth or the Clyde. 
For prices and other information, apply to Mr. JoHN 
Romans, C.E., 53, Frederick Street, EDINBURGH. 








N cE. 
LESMAHAGO GAS OR CANNEL COAL, 


AMES FERGUSON & CO., Auchin- 
HEATH COLLIERY, LesMAnAGO, and the NITSHILL 
& LESMAHAGO COAL COMPANY, Avcninegatu 
AND SouTHFIELD CoLuieries, LesMAHAGO, sole Proprie- 
tors and Producers of the above celebrated GAS COAL, 
beg to intimate to Gas Companies and other consumers 
that, having reason to suspect that Cannel or other 
Coal of very inferior quality, both as regards the quan- 
tity and ae power of the Gas, has frequentty 
been mixed with and sold under the name of *“* Lesma- 
hago,” they have new appointed Messrs. Jamas LawRi® 
& Co., of 63,°'Old Broad Street, Lowpon, E.C., sele 
its for ; and Messrs. La Cour & Watson, 
of Lzrrn, sole agents for foreign markete; and, in 
order to prevent a recurrence of the frauds named, they 
request that all purchasers will send their orders 
through the above-named firms. Orders for other 
than the above-named markets may be forwarded 
direct to either of the Proprietors. 

The Proprietors will, in future, use their own forms 
of bills of lading, and also issue certificates of origin, 
signed, as the case may be, either by James Farovson 
& Uo., or by the a & on Coat Company; 

request all consumers purchasing Lesmah 
to demand such a certificate for po § ana 
to observe that it corresponds with the bill of 


Auchinheath, Lesmahago, March, 1868, - 





LONDON, 1862. 
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HENRY HOWARD « CO.,, 
COOMBS WOOD PATENT TUBE-WORKS, 
OLD HILL, near DUDLEY, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


PATENT WELDED WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
FOR GAS, STEAM, & WATER, EITHER BLACK, GALVANIZED, OR ENAMELLED. 
CORE BARS for IRONFOUNDERS, STOCKS, TAPS, & DIES, IRON COCKS, &c. 


JOHN HALL & CO., 


: STOURBRIDGE, | 
MANUFACTURERS of FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, & TILES, 


SSS = —= — = 





















AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF FIRE-CLAY GOODS. | 
N.B.—A Stock of 15 and 16 in. CIRCULAR RETORTS always on hand. Other kinds made to order on short notice. 


PATENT ANTIMONY PAINT. 


MADE ONLY BY 


GEORGE HALLETT & CO., 


y/ 296, ROTHERHITHE, LONDON, S.E. 








i: RS 5 oY 
SA 

This Paint having been in general use over seven years (especially in some of the principal Gas- Works), and proved itself the best light-coloured Paint 

produced for resisting the influence of vitiated atmospheres, it is important that its qualities should be more widely known. 

It is not discoloured like white lead in a sulphuretted atmosphere, nor washed off like white zinc; and its light colour reflecting heat, produces much 

less expansion of gas in holders painted with it than with dark colours, besides rendering them much more sightly. Its specific gravity is so much below 

white lead that the same weight will cover one-third more surface, while it is equal in body; and its price being about the same (30s. per ewt.), it is actually 

one-third cheaper. From experience, its manufacture is greatly improved, a it is quite suitable for all purposes in which white lead is employed. 

Reference is kindly permitted by the Engineers of the City of London, Commercial, London, and Surrey Consumers Gas Companies, whe pronounce it 

the best Paint known for their purposes, 


N.B.—Antimony Paint, COVERING SO MUCH MORE WORE, costs about 20s. per cwt., 
as compared with White Lead at 30s. per cwt.; a similar economy arises from its use in Steam and 
Gas Joints, for which purpose it is superior to White Lead. 

















THE FARNLEY IRON COMPANY, — 


FARNLEY, near LEEDS, 











In consequence of the increasing demand for their Retorts, have largely extended this branch of their Fire-Clay Works, and are now prepared to execute| 
the most important orders, either for home or export, with great Lew grey : 
The Fire-Clay raised from the Farnley Estate (commonly called the Wortley bed) is unsurpassed by any other known in the district, and is peculiarly} 
well adapted for Retorts, Gas-Ovens, and Fire-Bricks ; and the F. I. Co. beg especially to invite those connected with Gas-Works, who have not yet used) 
their Retorts, to be good enough to favour them with a trial. 
The F. I. Cc. generally hold in stock, for immediate supply, Fire-Bricks of every size and kind—Tiles, Sanitary Tubes, Ornamental Terra-Cotta Ware) 
White Facing Bricks, the White, Buff and Salt-Glazed Bricks, &c., &c. 
Prices, Drawings, and all other information may be obtained by applying as above, or to 


MR. SUTTON, THE HULL STORES, 463, QUEEN STREET, HULL. 


N. DEFRIES, 


INVENTOR OF THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL 


DRY GAS-METER. 


210,000 IN USE. 


WwWoRKS: 


DIANA PLACE, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON. 
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| J. & ‘ BRADDOCK, 


GAS ENGINEERS, 





MANUFACTURERS OF 


IMPROVED CONSUMERS GAS-METERS, 


Of the Best Material and Workmanship, carefully adjusted to the requirements of the British Sales of Gas Act 
and Foreign Standards of Measures. 


Which are uniform with the Ordinary Meters, and register with minute accuracy. 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 


IN BEST TINNED IRON CASES. 
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GAS STATION- METEBS, 


ALL SIZES, WITH PLANED JOINTS. 


|| GOVERNORS, GAUGES, INDICATORS, EXHAUST-GOVERNORS, &e. 


Home and Foreign Orders promptly attended to. Terms, &c., on application. 





MESSRS. J. & J. BRADDOCK, 


In continuing the Business lately carried on in the name of Newton and Braddock, tender their grateful acknowledgments 
for the past generous and extensive patronage conferred on their firm, and beg to assure their Friends, Gas Engineers, 
and Gas Companies generally, that every exertion will’ continue to be made to maintain the sterling quality of their work 
in every department. 

Their ORDINARY METERS, WET and DRY, have now a demand over that of any other maker in the North of 
England; and their STATION-METERS stand unrivalled for Design, Sound Workmanship, and Efficiency. 

All sizes of CONSUMERS METERS geuerally in Stock. 

STATION-METERS, in round or square cases, on the Shortest Notice. 











GLOBE METER-WORKS, OLDHAM, 


PATENT COMPENSATING CAS-METERS, 
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HE 


UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION OF PARIS, 


1867. 





2) 
Wy SILVER MEDAL. 


“ 


THOMAS GLOVER & C0O., 


DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 





| 214 10 229, ST. JOHN STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, - 


LONDON, 


HAVE BEEN AWARDED THE HIGHEST PRIZE FOR 


DRY GAS-METERS, 


BY THE IMPERIAL COMMISSIONERS FOR THE 


UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION, 1867. 





WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO. 


(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), 


PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 


COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, EC. 
; Establishes 1816. 





PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. 


W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary 


'|Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements 


\lof the Sale of Gas Act. 


“It is well known that n Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a point as to render them $3 per cent. slow 
the lights are liable to be extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck has invented an 
ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure, in his Meter, raises the value instead of depressing it. The 


|| fact of the improvement having been adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co. is a sutficient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the incon- 
‘| venience it is designed to meet.”—JournnaL or Gas LicxuTINe. 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to manufacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their 
Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet 
Meter, which, hitherto, they have been unable to do. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir- 
‘ingbam, Dublin, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c., &c. 


TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 








MINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


| No notice can be taken of anonymous communications. Whatever is intended 

| for insertion, must be authenticated by the name and address of the 
| writer ; not necessarily for publication, but as a guarantee of good jaith. 

A. B.— Your question is one which it is impossible to answer without fuller 

information as to the facts of the case. You had better apply to some 

experienced gas manager of the district. 
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Fleet Street. 
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TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 1869, 


Motes upon Passing Events. 


Tue Palace of Justice Bill has assumed an entirely new shape, 
after a debate with all the interest and excitement incident to 
strong personal interests. Sir Roundell Palmer made an ex- 
cellent case for his clients, the solicitors, and his brothers in 
Lincoln’s Inn; indeed, if money were no object, we will not 
say that, considering all that has been done, he had not the 
best of the argument. No one with any authority took up the 
‘wild dreams of Sir Charles Trevelyan. Mr. Cowper and Lord 
John Manners expressed the opinions of very common-place 
official minds. Fortunately for the country and the metropolis, 
the Cabinet contains, in the Chancellor of the Exchequer, a 
man of the strongest common sense, who therefore understands 














April 27, 1869.] | THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 





that, as guardian of the national purse, it is his business to 
practise as well as preach economy; and, still more fortu- 
nately, he is not the man to be dazzled by the speech of a 
partisan, however eloquent, or trammelled by the decisions of 
an official body if its first step were wrong. The proverb 
that ‘it is only the first step that costs” has involved 
this and many other countries in millions of useless expendi- 
ture. So few Ministers have the courage to say, ‘‘ We have 
“‘ begun foolishly ; let us cut this loss, and begin again.” Mr. 
Lowe has this sort of courage ; indeed, with his order of mind, 
he probably revels in the art of upsetting official precedents. 
He has no reverence for folly, however clothed. He does not 
see the use of persisting in a scheme, at three times the original 
estimate, in order that lawyers “‘may hop from the chambers 
“to the courts.” With the word “hop” he upset an ago- 
nizing pile of argument. Still more important, he sets his 
face—and it is no joke when such a Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer sets his official face—against the modern mania for 
concentration—concentration that in this instance would pro- 
duce a labyrinth, a maze, a “‘ Tower of Babel,” a ‘ Vanity 
“* Fair,” and, if it were executed, a new charge in attorneys 
bills, ‘‘ for time lost in finding the way to court.” Mr. Lowe 
proposes to cut the Gordian knot by dissolving the commission 


| of experts, judges, barristers, and attorneys—each active in 


6 | carrying out a grandiose idea regardless of expense—and 


throwing upon the Government the responsibility of preparing 


, a plan for the accommodation of the Courts of Justice, now 


divided between Westminster Hall, Lincoln’s Inn, and Chan- 
cery Lane: a plan founded on a principle the very reverse of 
that adopted by the commission—that is to say, to exclude 


| every office and depository not absolutely connected with the 


| Report of the Great Central Gas Company. . 316 

| North Tawton. . . - - » e+ - + s 2 . 317 | 
Metropolis Gas Supply—Court of Common Council . . 318 | 

| New Gas-Works for Chagford 7 US. . B18 | 
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diurnal dispensation of justice. Such a building, on such a 
principle, may be constructed for a sum that will not seriously 
interfere with the taxation of the country. Then, with respect 
to the site, he dismisses Carey Street because, while it has 
neither easy access nor a sufficient supply of light and air, it 
occupies a most valuable, and consequently expensive, frontage 
to the Strand. From the area between the south side of the 
Strand and the embankment, he purposes to take a slice which 
shall not include the costly frontage, and expects, with the aid 
of space to be spared from the embankment, to obtain area 


| sufficient for the work to be done, admirably lighted and ven- 





tilated, and accessible from the river, the road, and the railroad. 
The speech in which this sweeping revolutionary proposal was 
explained, bristling with well-deserved sarcasms, fell on the 
astonished House like a bombshell. The debate was adjourned 
—nominally for a month, indefinitely in reality. The rod of 
this last prophet had devoured the lesser serpents. One blot 
only disfigured Mr. Lowe’s masterly statement: he proposed 
to revive the unexecuted design of Inigo Jones. There is no 
more important rule in architecture than that the exterior 
should follow the interior. Our great buildings are usually 
sacrificed to the converse idea. The taxpayer will draw a sigh 
of relief—every one out of the Lincoln’s Inn faction will smile 
at the discomfiture of the lawyers—the zealous, able, energetie 
secretary of the commission will console himself with his 
£27,000 well earned, although in part wasted. Experience is 
not always paid too dear. It will be observed that the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer has adopted the views expressed by 
‘‘Civis” in the letter we quoted from the Times in our last 
“« Notes.” 


The report of the Judicature Commission has been issued in 
good time to support rational views as to a Palace of Justice. 
The commissioners, composed of the highest legal authorities, 
as judges and advocates, propose to fuse our whole superior 
judicial system in one system and court, with several sub- 
courts or chambers. The distinction between law and equity 
is to be abolished—that is to say, if a man seeks for a remedy 
for a wrong, he is not to be told, “‘ You have come to the 
“‘ wrong court ; you must go to Chancery, or bring an action 
“at common law.” His plaint deposited will find its way to the 
right court or chamber. The processes in all the courts are 
to be alike, and the idea is to combine the merits and exclude 
the defects of the present systems of proceeding in law and in 
Chancery. These are great proposals—great reforms, intro- 
duced with the weight of the heaviest authorities. Public 
opinion is ripe for any change. It remains to be seen how far 
the vested interests of solicitors and barristers will be able to 
resist a reform recommended by the highest legal authorities 
of the day. Westbury, Cairns, Fitzroy Kelly, and Cockburn, 
agree with Roundell Palmer and Coleridge. What will Lord 
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Redesdale, the genuine successor of Lord Eldon, say when the 
revolutionary Bill reaches the House of Lords? Lord Eldon 
|was not always Conservative. When he was first appointed 
Lord Chancellor, he prayed the king to be excused from wearing 
the heavy wig: it gave him the headache, and his wife did not 
like it. Lord Eldon urged, as a precedent, that the Lord Chan- 
cellors under James I. and Charles I. did not wear wigs. ‘* Ay,” 
replied the king, “‘ but they wore beards. If you like to wear 
“ a beard, I will excuse the wig.” The Lord Chancellor was 
horrified at the notion, but it is quite possible that we may 
live to see a judge with a beard and without a wig. 

There was a debate, last week, on the control which 
the Corporation of London, by the Irish Society, exer- 
cises over the city and Corporation of Londonderry, in 
which Alderman Lawrence, as the representative ef ad- 
vanced Liberal opinions in politics and religion, was com- 
pelled to hold a very awkward brief. The Irish Society owns 
the lands of Londonderry city, leases them on what terms, and 
and spends the ground rents as it pleases. The Irish Society 
is composed of the solicitor and the governor, who are elected 
We put the solicitor first, because; if he has the 
ordinary talent of his professional brethren, he rules the 
governor, 
| members of the Corporation, who sit for two years, and are 
then replaced by fourteen raw hands, who also retire as soon 
|as they have had a chance of learning anything about Irish 
affairs. The Irish citizens, through Mr. Maguire, of Cork, 
and Mr. Serjeant Dease, their parliamentary representatives, 

make two classes of complaints—first, they say that the Irish 
Society are bad landlords, they do not grant leases of suffi- 
cient length for improvements, and they do not comply with 
jthe request of tenants with due liberality; secondly, they say, 
** We do not like being governed by a committee of London 
“* tradesmen, who come over in great state, sit in the receipt 
** of customs like petty kings, treat us with a great deal of 
“* offensive condescension, and, if they give a favourable answer 
“‘ to any of our requests, are overruled, when they get home, 
“* by the part of the ‘ Court’ that has not visited Londonderry 
“‘ the same year.” The Corporation of London reply to these 
‘complaints, first, that the citizens of Londonderry do not 
| know what is good for them so well as the citizens of London ; 
| Secondly, that Londonderry is their property, and that they 
\“ have aright to do as they like with their own;”’ thirdly, 
ont they are as virtuous as the Pharisee of old, have com- 
mitted neither robberies nor jobs, and have dispensed with the 
| greatest liberality, in charity and public works, the money that 
does or does not belong to the Corporation. It must be noted 
that Mr, Alderman Lawrence defends the feudal superiority of 
ihis Corporation on the ground that they spend all the money 
they get from Londonderry in charity and public works, while 
Mr. Russell Gurney, the Recorder, claims that the Corporation 
have a beneficial interest in a surplus likely to accrue very 
soon. Asa matter of course, with a fluctuating committee 
and a permanent solicitor, the expenses of management in the 
Irish Society amount to above one-third of the proceeds. 
Looking at the temper of the age, we may be quite certain that 
this sort of thing cannot last. We have only to imagine that, 
by some ancient charter, the Corporation of Dublin had the 
ownership and profits of the wharves and markets of London, 
and that a deputation came over once a year to listen to com- 
plaints, and by turns snub and patronize the Common Council. 











}|Englishmen would not submit to such a system, however 


exercised. Those who know much of the members of the 
Corporation of London will form anything but a pleasant idea 
of the manner in which, ‘‘ dressed in a little brief authority,” 
they receive their Londonderry vassals. When the Municipai 
Corporations Bill was passed, those corporations which were 
in possession of advowsons were compelled to sell them. It 
was not thought expedient that corporations should exercise 
Church patronage. The precedent must be applied to the 
relations of London with Londonderry. If the Corporation 
has any substantial interest in Ireland, it must be the subject 
of compensation ; the patronage that is purely honorary must 
be abolished. "Why should Irishmen be vexed in order to 
give importance to a few Aldermen and Common Councilmen ? 
Are they of more importance than the bishops, priests, and 
‘deacons of the Irish Church about to be disestablished? In 


\jany case, the machinery for the government of Londonderry 


through London is simply ridiculous. 
So we are to have tramways in London as a splendid sup- 
plement to the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s traffic-relieving 











The rest of the Court is composed of fourteen | 





Budget. So says the House of Commons, and we cannot 
think the House of Lords will say no. The Bill once passed, 
the London General Omnibus Company, if wise, will at once 
make terms and take a share in the speculation, instead of 
entering on a hopeless competition. If one line succeeds, 
every suburb will be linked to the City or West-end by a 
tramway, affording a degree of convenience no underground 
or overground railway can supply. 

This summer is to see the two greatest works ever attempted 
at one time by the Corporation of London completed—the 
Holborn Viaduct and New Blackfriars Bridge. Then, if ever, 
a fitting occasion will arise for a great civic ceremony, or two 
ceremonies, if two committees, like the two kings of Brentford, 
cannot be content to smell at one metaphorical nosegay. 
Surely, on the occasion of the opening of works of such 
utility and magnificence, Royalty will honour the City, in the 
shape of Her Majesty, or of the Prince of Wales as Viceroy 
for the day—Viceroy with full power to draw the sword and |} 
make a baronet and several knights! But there is a suspicion 
in the City that Her Majesty does not regard the Corporation 
with a very favourable eye. Did she not the other day drive 
from St. Bartholomew’s Hospital through the Meat Market, 
without commanding the attendance of the distinguished and 
refined individuals who preside over the Market Committees ? 
Well, it is true the Queen did escape the boredom of Common 
Councilmen in their robes, with an address and an explanation 
of what does not want explaining. A meat market is a very 
plain thing. That may be accounted for very naturally, without 
suspecting any hidden cause of offence. Alderman Causton, 
an excellent type of alderman, did not think so. He thought 
that Her Majesty had taken huff, not only because in seven 
years no monument had been erected, at Corporation expense, 
to Albert the Good, to keep in countenance the other statu- 
ary horrors of the City, including the whitewashed Queen in 
the Royal Exchange; but the Common Council had solemnly 
refused the statue of the late gracious Prince offered by a 
Mr. Oppenheim, wise in his generation. Therefore, consider- | 
ing it was never too late to mend, Alderman Causton made a_ 
bold stroke at knighthood, if not at immortality, by giving | 
notice of motion for expending £3000 on a statue of Prince | 
Albert the Good, to be placed on the New Holborn Viaduct or | 
the New Blackfriars Bridge. But some envious person—there 
are envious men even in the Common Council—almost extin- || 
guished the worthy wealthy alderman and stationer by closing | 
the doors of Guildhall against reporters; hence we have only | 
the report of the speeches from the speechmakers. At any | 
rate the motion.was lost, as was an amendment of an econo- 
mical character for decorating the Guildhall with another 
coloured window, in honour of the illustrious and intelligent 
Prince. The objection, we understand, is not to the monu- 
ment or to the expense, but to one alderman engrossing to, 
himself so prominent a place in so important a transaction. | 
The matter is to come on in a new shape, when all the most | 
severe, if not savage, economists of the Corporation are to| 
have a share in modelling the motion, out of which one more 
hideous representation of humanity in bronze or marble is to. 
arise. In the meantime an active canvass is being carried on by | 
several bustmakers, who call themselves sculptors. Foreigners | 
say that the thing, as a matter of art, does not exist in this} 
country; and, excluding busts, we are inclined to agree with 
the intelligent foreigner. 


Circular to Gas Compantes. 


Tue truth has at length been made known respecting the 
extent and the manner of the frauds committed on the Great 
Central Gas Company, and it now appears that the amount of | 
Higg’s defalcations is scarcely less than rumour asserted. The | 
reticence of the directors in the matter was thrown aside when 
the Bill they are promoting for power to raise £100,000 addi- 
tional capital came before the committee of the House of Com- 
mons; and, in the examination of Mr. H. Chatteris, one of 
the auditors of the company’s accounts, on Friday last, the 
whole course of Higgs’s fraudulent proceedings was exposed. 
The exact amount of the frauds actually discovered is 
£71,214 2s. 2d., of which £22,091 arose in the year 
1867, and the rigid examination the accounts have under- 
gone affords good reason to hope that no more remains to 
be disclosed. The whole of that sum, with the exception of 
£1028, has been abstracted gradually since 1862 from the 
gas-rentals and returns for products sold, and none of it by 
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forged or fraudulent issue of debentures, as was suspected. 
Mr. Chatteris stated that he was appointed, in conjunction 
with Mr. Begbie, auditor of the Great Central Gas Company’s 
accounts in 1851, by the Corporation of London, in accordance 
with the company’s Act of Incorporation, and that he continued 
to hold that office until the passing of the Metropolis Gas Act 
in 1860, from which time the appointment of auditors was 
transferred to the directors, who retained him and Mr. Begbie 
in that capacity until, by the City of London Gas Act of last 
session, the appointment of auditor of all the City gas compa- 
nies was transferred to the Board of Trade. Benjamin Higgs, 


seventeen years, was merely a clerk under the accountant, at a 
salary of £145 a year; but, though he held so subordinate a 
position, he appears to have had all the officers of the com- 


the collectors—in opposition to a distinct rule of the directors 
—to take their money and the list of their collections to him, 
instead of paying the money into the bank, he undertaking to 
pay it in for them. Having obtained the money and the lists, 
Higgs was in the habit sometimes of keeping the whole of it, 
and putting the list on one side, and in other cases he substi- 
tuted smaller lists for those brought to him, paying only the 
smaller portion into the bank. When he appropriated the 
whole of the money he took care to post the whole of the entries 
to the credit of the consumers in the rental ledger, to avoid 
the detection that might have ensued by sending in accounts 
for gas that had been paid. These frauds had been continued 
to the time that Higgs absconded, on the 4th of March last, 
and during the seven years they had been practised neither 
the directors nor the auditors were aware that the rule for the 
payment directly into the bank of the money collected had 
been disregarded. The products clerk had also been latterly 
influenced by Higgs to pay him the money received, and from 
that amount he had taken £3207 within the last half year of 
1868, and £1354 in the months of January and February 
last. Higgs aiso contrived to misapply crossed cheques, 
handed to him by the secretary to pay creditors, to the 
amount of £1028, which misappropriation was facilitated by 
his having himself an account at the same bank as the com- 
pany; therefore the crossed cheques could be paid in by him 
to his own account. To avoid detection the books had been 
falsified by adding up the rentals wrongly. Mr. Chatteris 
said it was now found that while the audit was proceeding, or 
after it had been concluded, alterations were made in the 
amounts of the rentals, which now appear to be different from 
what the auditors passed in the books. When asked why the 
cash rental books had never been totalled up by the auditors, 
Mr. Chatteris replied that he could not say why it had not 
been done, but “‘ the auditors took the books of the company.” 
They had added up the debit side only, and he admitted that 
if they had done so with the credit side they would have found 
that the amounts did not correspond with the cash-book, but 
he “‘ was content to take the accounts that the company put 
“‘ before him.” The foregoing is a summary of the statements 
made before the committee by Mr. Chatteris, who gave his 
jevidence fairly and without reserve. This exposure of the 
manner in which Higgs perpetrated the frauds may be con- 
sidered, in some respects, very satisfactory to the shareholders, 
for the whole of the large sum abstracted was taken out 
of the profits without affecting the dividends, which have 
amounted to 10 per cent., the rate prescribed by their Act. 
Had it not been for the large earnings of the company the 
frauds most probably would not have been committed, for a 
falling off in the dividend would have induced rigid inquiry 
into the cause. The consumers are the parties who have been 
robbed, and not the shareholders, for the former were entitled to 
areduction in the price of gas equivalent at least to the amount 
of Higgs’s defalcations. The question now arises, how are the 
gas consumers to be compensated? Mr. Hope Scott, who op- 
posed the company’s Bill on behalf of the Corporation, very 


be raised is intended to be applied towards making good the 
defalcation. Mr. Denison, the counsel for the company, refused 
to answer the question, but intimated that a compromise might 
be made, and that, as the auditors were originally appointed by 
the Corporation, the latter were in a measure responsible for the 
loss consequent on the imperfect manner in which the accounts 
had been audited. The evidence of Mr, Chatteris certainly 
discloses extraordinary negligence on the part of the auditors, 
as well as of the other officers, and it seems marvellous that such 











who had been in the Great Central Company’s employ sixteen or | 


pany under his complete control. Thus, in 1862, he persuaded | 


pointedly asked in the committee whether the new capital to | 





a system of fraud should have been continued for seven years, 
notwithstanding the knowledge of many circumstances calcu- 
lated to excite suspicion. The mere adding up of a single page 
of the accounts would have been sufficient to show gross errors, 
which must have led to a detection of the frauds; but the 
auditors seem to have taken for granted what they were 
specially appointed to ascertain, and thus the auditing of the 
accounts became a mere delusion. The evidence of Mr. Harris, 
the engineer of the company, was interesting, as exhibiting the 
working of a gas undertaking which has for seven years paid 
the shareholders 10 per cent., and their accountant’s clerk 
5 per cent., on their share capital of £200,000. The quantity 
of gas sold last year was 512 millions of cubic feet, and in the 
longest and darkest night of last winter 3,300,0C0 feet were 
supplied, though the daily manufacturing power of the retorts 
did not exceed 2,500,000 feet. The cost of manufacturing 
gas of 14-candle illuminating power he estimated at 1s. 8d. per 
1000 feet, and 15-candle gas at 1s. 10d., at the station-meter, 
Mr. Harris also stated that the company have borrowed, within 
the last six years, £40,000 beyond the amount of their capital 
to carry on the works; and there was an attempt on the part 
of Mr. Hope Scott to show that the money had been borrowed 
in consequence of the defalcations of Higgs, but the connexion 
between the two was not established. 

The Imperial Gas Company, after four unsuccessful attempts 
to obtain power to raise further capital for carrying on their 
undertaking, have at last got the sanction of a committee of 
the House of Commons to a Bill authorizing them to raise 
£975,000 by the issue of new shares, on which the dividends 
are limited to 7 per cent., and to borrow to the extent of 25 
per cent. on that capital, The maximum price of gas after 
1871 is to be 3s. 9d. per 1000 feet, and the illuminating power 
is to be raised from 12 to 14 candles. The Bill promoted by 
the company embodies the most important provisions of the 
City of London Gas Act of last session. It provides for the 
appointment of commissioners by the Board of Trade, on 
complaint by the Metropolitan Board of Works, to ascertain 
whether the charge for gas by the company be more than 
sufficient to maintain their prescribed dividends, and for the 
appointment of gas referees to examine the purity of the gas 
and to determine the amount of impurity to be tolerated. In 
the Bill, before it was amended in committee, there was no 
limitation named to the dividends on the new capital, and the 
maximum price was 4s. per 1000 feet. 

The South Metropolitan Gas Company have also succeeded 
in obtaining the sanction of a committee of the House of 
Commons to their application for power to raise the additional 
share capital of £250,000 on which 10 per cent. may be paid, 
and to borrow one-fourth of that amount. The company also 
required to be authorized to borrow £62,500 on their existing 
capital, but that provision was struck out of the Bill. The 
maximum price of 14-candle gas is to be 3s. 6d. per 1000 
feet, the present price charged by the company being 3s. 4d, 
per 1000 feet. The same provisions for the appointment of 
commissioners to revise the scale of illuminating power and 
the price, and for the appointment of gas referees, are included 
in this company’s Bill as in that of the Imperial Company; 
and the accounts are to be submitted to the inspection of the 
auditor appointed under the City of London Gas Act. 

There are nearly 1000 gas companies in the United King- 
dom without statutory powers for carrying on their under- 
takings, besides 70 carried on by private individuals, every 
one of which is liable to be dispossessed of its property by enter- 
prising speculators in the manner in which it is probable the 
Aberdare Gas Company are about to be dispossessed of theirs 
by a new competing company, who have succeeded in obtain- 
ing sanction for their operations from a committee of the 
House of Lords. The proceedings in the case of the Aberdare 
and Aberaman Consumers Company, as reported in our present 
number, will be found as instructive as any we have ever pub- 
lished, as they lay bare the machinery by which bubble gas 
companies are got up and are floated by the public support 
they subsequently contrive to obtain. Aberdare is a strag- 
gling town that has sprung up in recent years in one of the 
valleys in the Merthyr district, being occupied by a mining 
population numbering about 30,000, the great majority of 
whom consist of pitmen in the adjacent collieries, and their 
families, not one of them being a consumer of gas. The 
existing Aberdare Gas Company was established in 1848, by 
residents in the town, and they now supply 14 million feet of 
gas per annum to about 400 consumers and 100 public lamps. 
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The share capital of the company is £6000, and the sum of 
£2000 has, in addition, been borrowed on mortgage. During | 
the first twelve years the works were leased to private indi- | 
viduals, but in 1862 the company took possession of the works, | 
and have since continued to supply gas on their own account. | 
The maximum dividend received by the shareholders has been | 
10 per cent., but the average has been only £6 6s., the price 
charged for 12-candle gas being 5s. per 1000 feet. Aberdare 
had been favoured with a visit from Mr. Flintoff, but no result 
seems to have followed his survey of the situation. In the 
autumn of last year, however, Mr. G. W. Stevenson, when 
on other business at Merthyr, happened to fall in with 
an enterprising solicitor connected with Aberdare, who told 
him that there was much dissatisfaction with the gas supply 
of that town, that there had been some agitation there 
for cheap gas in previous years, and that a new gas 
company was much wanted. To a keen observer like 
Mr. Stevenson, with a mind on the gui vive for busi- 
ness, such an intimation was quite sufficient to work upon, 
and he forthwith proceeded to take steps for the formation of a 
ccnsumers company. The modus operandi was fully explained 
to the committee. He first undertook to find capitalists in 
London, who would take the initiative in the matter and give 
the requisite parliamentary notices, trusting that local gentle- 
men would be found to give their support when wanted. 
The “ capitalists in London,” it came out, were Mr. George 
Glover, the meter manufacturer, and a mythical surgeon, a 
dabbler in gas speculations, who signed the petition for the 
Bill, and instructed Mr. Stevenson to communicate with par- 
liamentary agents to prepare it. Up to that time not a 
single resident in Aberdare had taken part in the matter, with 
the exception of the solicitor; but, after the notices had been 
given and the Bill had been prepared, Mr. Stevenson went to 
Aberdare, and a meeting was held in the solicitor’s office, 
where those who had grievances to complain of against the 
company attended, and promised their support. Communica- 
tions were then opened with the Local Board, who considered 
the Bill and proposed clauses ; but their requirements were, as 
Mr. Stevenson affirmed, ‘‘so monstrous that no company could 
“assent to them.” After some negotiations, the attempt to 
obtain the co-operation of the Board entirely failed, and they 
became petitioners against the Bill. The first prospectus of 
the company, prepared by Mr. Stevenson, contained a number 
of blanks for names, to be filled in, of any local persons who 
could be procured as directors. At a later period, the name 
of the honourable member for Ayr was imported into a second 
prospectus, which was still without local names; but, at the 
end of February, the concoctors of the scheme succeeded in 
forming a local direction, and in getting £5000, out of the 
£30,000 of proposed capital, subscribed for. At a still later 
period, Mr. Penny, Mr. Spice, and Mr. Thornton Andrews, 
the manager of the Swansea Gas Company, were pressed into 
the cause, and with their aid the Bill has been carried through 
the House of Lords, power having been reserved to the exist- 
ing company to require the new company to purchase their 
works. The probability, therefore, is that the future supply of 
gas to Aberdare will pass into the hands of that company. 
We have, on many former occasions, warned those companies 
who are carrying on their works without parliamentary powers 
against the danger to which they are exposed, and we would 
now direct their attention impressively to the case of the Aber- 
dare Gas Company. The proceedings of the promoters were 
taken so secretly, in the midst of the General Election, that no 
suspicion of their designs was entertained until the parlia- 
mentary notice appeared. The only reliable protection against 
such attacks is to obtain statutory powers. 


Mr. Taunton, who attempted to establish a meter-testing 
and stamping office in opposition to the meter inspectors ap- 
pointed by the Metropolitan Board of Works, now offers his 
services to gas consumers to test their meters, to ascertain 
whether they are charged for a larger quantity of gas than 
they burn. It is stated, in the circular issued in his name, that 
his testing apparatus cost upwards of £1000, and that he 
holds the Government official standards for testing and re- 
cording, but he no longer ventures to stamp the meters he 
tests. Considering that the public can have their meters 
tested by an inspector legally appointed under the Act for 
regulating measures used in the sales of gas, for 6d. per meter 
up to 5 lights, for 1s. up to 20 lights, and for 2s. up to 45 





lights, Mr. Taunton’s terms, ranging from 5s. to 10s. per 
annum, are not likely to procure him many customers. 





Parliamentary intelligence. 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Monpay, APRIL 12, 1869. 
The WALTHAM ABBEY AND CHESHUNT Gas Bill, and the Truro WATER. 
Bill.—The opposition to these Bills was withdrawn. 
The Minnrow Gas Bill was reported, with amendments. 


Tuespay, Aprit 13. 
The WALTHAM ABBEY AND CHEsHUNT Gas Bill, and the Wesr Surrey 
Water Bill, were reported, with amendments. 
The Oxrorp Gas Bill, and the Consetr Water Bill.—The opposition 
to these Bills was withdrawn. 
The West Minpiesex Water Bill was read a second time, and com- 
mitted. os 
Tuurspay, Aprit 15. 
The SHoTLEY BripGe anp Consett District Gas Bill; the Consetr 
Water Bill; the ABERDARE AND ABERAMAN Gas Bill; and the GreaT 
Yarmoutu Water Bill, were reported, with amendments. 


Fripay, Apriv 16. 

The West Mrpp.esex Warer Bill was reported, without amendment. 

The WALToN-oN-THAMES AND WEYERIDGE Gas Bil], and the BisHor’s 
SrorTFoRD WATER Bill, were reported, with amendments. 

The West Ham Gas Bill, and the Maryport Town AND Harsour Gas 
Bill, were read a second time, and committed. 

The WaLTrHAM ABBEY AND CHESHUNT Gas Bill was read a third time, 
passed, and sent to the Commons. 


Monpay, Apri 19. 
The Brymso WarEr Bill was read a second time, and committed. 
The Mitnrow Gas Bill; the GREAT YARMOUTH WaTeR Bill; and the 
SHoTLey BripGe anp ConseEtr Districr Gas Bill, were read a third 
time, passed, and sent to the Commons. 





Turspay, Aprit 20. 

The Baymso WarTEr Bill was reported, without amendment. 

The Lampeta Water Bill was read a second time, and committed. 

The ABERDARE AND ABERAMAN Gas Bill; the BisHor’s StoRTFORD 
Water Bill; and the West MippLesex Waren Bill, were read a third 
time, and passed. —_—_— 

TuurRsDAY, APRIL 22. 

The Lampetrnu WarEeEr Biil was reported, without amendment. 

The WaLTON-oN-THAMES AND WEYBRIDGE Gas Bill was read a third 
time, passed, and sent to the Commons. 

The Consetr Water Bill was read a third time, amendment made, Bil, 
passed, and sent to the Commons. 





Fripay, Aprin 23. 
The Brymso WATER Bill was read a third time, and passed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TurEspay, Aprit 13, 1869. 

The Sourn Merrorouiran Gas Bill; the Impertrat Gas Bill; and the 
GREAT CENTRAL Gas Bill, were referred to a Select Committee, consisting 
of Mr. Monk (chairman), Mr. Dawson, Mr. R. W. Daff, and Sir John Gray, 
who will sit on Tuesday, April 20, at twelve o'clock. 

The DumMBARTON WarTzsR; the DunpEE WarerR; the EDINBURGH AND 
Disrricr WATER; and the CLEVELAND WarTER Bills, were referred to a 
Select Committee, consisting of Sir Hedworth Williamson (chairman), Mr. 
Barnett, Dr. Lush, and Mr. J. S. Hardy, who will sit on Tuesday, April 20, 
at twelve o'clock. —_-_— 

Tuvespay, Aprin 15. 

The WATER Suprty Bill was read a first time. 


Fripay, Aprit 16. 
The GreENocK Water Bill was reported. 
The Epinsurcu Parish Poor-House WaTER Suprty Bill, as amended, 
was considered. 





Monpay, Apri 19. 
The HarroGATEe WATER Bill was read a second time, and committed. 


Tuespay, Aprit 20. 

The Darwen WarTER Bill was reported. 

The WALTHAM ABBEY AND CHESHUNT Gas Bill was read a first time. 

The CLECKHEATON GAS; RADCLIFFE AND PILKINGTON GAs; BARNSTAPLE 
Gas (No. vi AccrinGToN Gas AND WaTER; and OSWALDTHWISTLE LocaL 
Boarp Bills, were referred to a Select Committee, consisting of Mr. Leveson 
Gower (chairman), Mr. Neville Grenville, Dr. Lyon Playfair, and Mr: 
Shirley, who will sit on Tuesday, April 27, at twelve o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21. 
The Imperta Gas Bill was reported. 


TuurRsDAY, APRIL 22. 
The NorrincHaM WATER Bill was reported; preamble not proved. 
Petitions were deposited against the GLascow City AND SuBURBAN GAs 
Bill, from electors of Fifteenth Ward ot the City of Glasgow ;—and against 
the Giascow Gas Bill, from the same petitioners. 


Fripay, Aprit 23, c 

The Dumpartron Waren, &c., Bill, and the DunDEE Water Bill, were 
reported. 

The ABERDARE AND ABERAMAN Gas Bill, and Bisnop’s SrorTroRD 
Water Bill, were read a first time. 

The Sours Merrorouiran Gas Bill was reported. 

THE HIGGS FRAUDS. 

Mr. GiapsTons having requested gentlemen who had notices on the paper 
to postpone them, in order to permit the resumption of the committee on the 
Irish Church Bill, : 

Mr. GoLpNEY rose to state what was the course he should pursue with 
regard to the notice he had given to call the attention of the House to the 
recently reported frauds of itr. Benjamin Higgs, the book-keeper in the 
employ of the Great Central Gas Company, and to the fact that the losses 
occasioned by such and similar frauds, under the existing state of gas legisla- 
tion for the metropolis, do not ultimately fall on the company, but on the 
public; and to ask the President of the Board of Trade to consider the subject, 
with the view of providing some effectual check or remedy by which the 
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ublic may be protected or relieved. The honourable member said: Sir, I 
anol to have a notice on the paper to night. I do not want to interfere 
with the progress of the bill, but the great object of my motion is to draw the 
attention of the House to a very large social question, and to the condition of 
a species of property in which upwards of £3,000,000 sterling has been 
invested. I postponed this motion on Friday, and I am ready to postpone it 
again ; but, in the meantime, a bill of one of the gas companies has pass 
the select committee, which has materially changed the position of affairs. 
I, therefore, want the assistance of the House, or at any rate the sanction of 
the Government, not to let the postponement of my motion interfere with an 
object which I consider to be one of very great importance. I hope the 
House will support me in etopping the passing of any private gas bills till I 
have had an opportunity of bringing the matter forward. In a bill which 
passed last year a controlling power was given which has been exercised with 
great benefit. The bill which has just passed the select committee has no 
such controlling power included amongst its provisions, and I, therefore, ask 
the House to support me in preventing such legislation pending my motion. 

Mr. Batcur: Perhaps I may state to the honourable gentleman opposite, 
that, according to the best information that I can get, it is not true that the 
loss which has been sustained in the case referred to in his notice will fall 
upon the consumer. That is the result of all the inquiries which have been 
made, and which the Government has been able to make, respecting the ques- 
tion. I hope that before long there will be an opportunity, if the honourable 
member thinks proper, to bring the subject before the House; but with regard 

to this particular case I have given him all the information in my power. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
(Before Lord Eczrton, Chairman ; Lord Siomovuts, Earl Dartrey, Lord 
Wrorres.ey, and Earl LAUDERDALE.) 
MILNROW GAS BILL. 
Monpay, Apri 12. 
Mr. Rrcwarps, Q.C., appeared for the promoters, and Mr. Horace Lioyp, 
Q.C., for the petitioners against the bill. 
Mr. Ricwarps said this was a bill to incorporate a company for the better 
supplying the village of Milnrow, in the neighbourhood of Rochdale, with 
After pointing out on a map the district which was actually lighted 
with gas, and-the course of the rivers Beale and Roch, the learned gentle- 
man said that a great number of mills were situated along their banks. 
Formerly many of the owners of those mills had their own little gas-works, 
whilst others purchased what gas they required from their neighbours. In 
the course of time some of them became dissatisfied, and then Messrs. 
Whitworth were almost the entire manufacturers, having gradually ab- 
sorbed the gas trade of the district. Recently a number of gentlemen, who 
had the interest of the village and the district at heart, conceived the 
desirability of forming a joint-stock company, limited, for the purpose of 
buying up Messrs. Whitworth’s gas-works, and so extending the trade and 
supplying the district on a more satisfactory footing. Their Memorandum 
of Association was dated the 15th of October, 1868, and they proposed to 
raise a capital of £20,000, in 4000 shares of £5 each; and, in the November 
following, they entered into an agreement with the Messrs. Whitworth for 
the puretnee of their works, the agreement to be concluded on their obtain- 
ing possession of them. On the Ist of January last the works were deli- 
vered over to the newcompany. Soon after their prospectus was issued, 
1000 shares were taken, on which £3 was paid up, and their object in now 
appearing before their lordships was to ask for parliamentary incorporation. 
It would seem that nothing could be more reasonable than this, or nothing 
more likely to be unopposed. A set of gentlemen, who were already light- 
ing the district in the form of a joint-stock company, asked for the pro- 
tection and the power which parliamentary incorporation would give them. 
In proposing to light the village and district with gas, they had, of course, 
their own uniary benefit to consider, as well as the advantage which 
would be given to the town; and they asked, therefore, that their lordships 
would grant them _— to extend their limits, so that the township of 
Butterworth might included, as most likely that would prove a profit- 
able district to supply. One portion, however, of Butterworth would be 
excluded—that part which lay to the north, and which had been conceded 
to the Littleborough Gas Company to supply. There were no mains, except 
those which belonged to the Milnrow Company, in any portion of this dis- 
trict, and this was a point to which he wished to call the attention of their 
lordships more particularly. There was a petition in favour of the bill, 
numerously and respectably signed by residents, manufacturers, and others, 
who were extremely anxious to get a better supply of gas in the district. 
The illuminating power proposed in the bill was 14 candles, which he con- 
ceived would be perfectly satisfactory, and the maximum price was fixed 
at 5s. per 1000 cubic feet. Nothing, however, turned upon those points, 
because the petitioners cid not complain either of the maximum price or 
the illuminating power. The inhabitants of the district,as he had said, 
were therefore unanimously in favour of the bill, and one would have 
thought that, when it came before Parliament, it would have been un- 
opposed. However, there was one petition against it—namely, the 
petition of the corporation of Rochdale—and to this he would call the 
attention of their lordships. They stated that in the year 1853 an Act 
was passed for the improvement of the town of Rochdale, for providin 
& cemetery there, and for other purposes; and they pointed out that, for al 
purposes not by it otherwise expressly provided, their powers extended to 
all places within a radius of three-quarters of a mile, measured from a 
central point; but that with respect to the supply of gas for private con- 
sumption, it was provided that their Act was to apply to all places within a 
circle of a radius of four miles measured from the same central place. 
They said that the then Town Commissioners transferred their powers to the 
corporation, and that. therefore they stood in the shoes, as it were, of the 
old commissioners for the purpose of giving a private supply of gas—that, in 
short, they had a right to supply it in the district marked within that radius 
of four miles. Then they said that the town of Butterworth and the dis- 
trict of Milnrow, which the new company now proposed to supply, were 
within their limits, the village of Milnorow being within two miles from the 
central point in question; and that a greater portion of the township of 
Butterworth was also within it. Next, they stated, “ That your petitioners 
have for many years laid down main-pipes and supplied gas on the road 
towards Milnrow from Rochdale, and your petitioners have contracted for 
and partially laid down a large addition of main pipeage with a view of 
extending their supply of gas to and through Milnrow, and to places beyond 
in the township of Butterworth, and have with that view expended on their 
works for the manufacture of gas a sum of about £5000.” It was true they 
had laid down mains, but had never entered the township of Butterworth, 
although they say they had acquired powers to do so in 1853. They had 
left the millowners to supply themselves; that supply had gtadually got 
into the hands of Messrs. Whitworth. Then their petition states, “That 
your petitioners always have been and are ready and willing to supply 








Milnrow and its neighbourhood with gas; that the real promoters of the 
bill are the owners of private gas-works, who have partially supplied the 
village of Milnrow with gas, and they now seek for a more extended dis- 
trict.” It was all very well to assert this, but the corporation of Rochdale 
had never done anything for the village or the district; but no sooner did 
the new company, who had supplied it so far satisfactorily, come before 
Parliament for incorporation, than they said: “Here is an Act of 1853 
which gives us the power to supply gas within this very district, and we 
shall now prevent you from continuing your supply to the neighbourhood.” 
This, he maintained, was a monstrous step for them to take, notwithstanding 
they had the right of supplying gas within a radius of four miles. When 
the power was originally obtained by the commissioners, no one was in- 
terested in the village of Milnrow, and no means were taken for supplying 
it with gas, the inhabitants, as he had said, being left to provide it them- 
selves. Then they asserted that they had laid down pipes with the inten- 
tion of supplying the village, but this was not done until after the company 
had issued their notices in November last. An advertisement then appeared 
in the Rochdale newspaper inviting persons to tender for the supply of 3500 
—_ of 12-inch turned and bored gas-pipes for the corporation, to be de- 
ivered between Rochdale and Milnrow, each pipe to be 9 feet long, and to 
weigh not more than 6} and not less than 6 cwt.,and be calculated to with- 
stand a pressure of 100lbs. on every square inch. In another advertise- 
ment the corporation stated that they were prepared to borrow £10,000 on 
mortgage; so that, no sooner did those gentlemen, who had never done any- 
thing to supply the village, read the notice of the company stating that it 
was their intention to come before Parliament for powers and to obtain 
incorporation than they advertised for tenders to supply pipes. It was 
rather remarkable that they should insist upon the pipes being able to 
withstand a pressure of 100 ibs. to the squareinch. It certainly appeared 
to him as if oF intended to supply water in the event of their lordships 
passing this bill, so that pipes, which would be ostensibly laid down for 
the supply of gas, might be made useful for that of water. Their petition 
stated they had always been willing and were ready to supply to Miln- 
row, but nothing could he more directly contrary to the truth than this. 
So far from being ready to supply the village, he should show unquestion- 
ably that they had not laid a single pipe within it, that application had 
been made from time to time to them to extend their main, that they had 
always refused, and that Messrs. Whitworth had had to supply gas to those 
who had been refused by the corporation. He should show, in fact, that 
there were financial difficulties in the way of their doing so, and therefore, |, 
like the dog in the manger, they were unable to do it themselves, and had 
been so for years, and yet they objected to a company obtaining incorpora- 
tion who had supplied the district, and were able to do so to the satisfaction 
of everybody; they came forward, in fact, for the first time since 1853, to 
raise impediments in the way of the company, so as to prevent them from 
doing that which they refused to do themselves. The next clause in their 
petition was as to the price: “ That the maximum price at which gas is to 
be supplied under the said bill, should it become law, is 5s. per 1000 cubic 
feet, being the same maximum price which your petitioners can charge for 
gas supplied by them, but your petitioners do in fact supply at a much 
lower rate.” They might supply gas at a lower rate in some places within 
the heart of Rochdale, but they did not so supply it to places in the out- 
lying district, but there they a the maximum price. “That your 
petitioners wholly object to the said bill, as unnecessary and not required 
on the ground of public necessity or convenience, and as most injurious to 
your petitioners property, rights, and interests.” The promoters, in answer 
to this, were self-confident enough to think that there were sufficient grounds 
for their present application, and that they were the best judges as to how 
far gas was required as a public necessity or convenience. They said that 
the Rochdale Corporation had left them without gas, and that the time had 
arrived when the power which they had obtained in 1853 should be trans- 
ferred. It would seem, too, that they were rather sore upon the company 
for invading their district; but this was not the first time it had been in- 
vaded, for Parliament, in 1865, saw no objection to handing over a portion 
of it to the Litlleburgh Company. The fact was that the district which the 
commissioners got by their Act of 1853 was ludicrously large. The com- 
pany now asked that the other portion should be given to them for their 
convenience, and he ventured to think that the request was not at all an 
unreasonable one. “ Your petitioners also submit that if it can be proved 
that the passing of the said bill be necessary, then your petitioners submit 
that the limits thereof shall not include any portion of the township of 
Butterworth comprised within the parliamentary borough of Rochdale, as 
defined by the Boundary Act of 1868, because, first, your petitioners have 
already made arrangements for the supply of that part of the township of 
Batterworth with gas (they said ‘query’ to that); secondly, the tendency 
of modern legislation is to make municipal and parliamentary boun- 
daries co-extensive, and the probability is that very soon the muni- 
cipal boundary of the borough of Rochdale will be made co-extensive 
with the parliamentary boundary, and it would be very inconvenient if a 
private gas company were permitted to exercise the powers of breakin 
up streets, and other objectionable powers, within any part of the boroug 
of Rochdale. If the corporation wished for nothing more than to have that 
portion coloured green excluded from the district, then he was open to 
make the concession, but he would concede nothing if they were to fight in 
the spirit of opposition which pervaded the petition against the bill. He 
believed that ifit was conceded the inhabitants would never get any gas, and 
therefore it was to their interest that the company should obtain their bill 
in its entirety. Ifthe corporation were to insist upon their rights acquired 
in 1853, and to the extent of preventing the company from supplying the 
inhabitants of Milnrow with gas, then he thought that the village would 
become very badly off indeed. 

The Commitrge: Has the corporation of Rochdale laid any pipes in the 
direction of Milnrow ? 

Mr. Ricuarps replied in the affirmative. A manufacturer, whose works 
were within the township of Butterworth, had asked to be supplied, and the 
corporation said they would supply a service-pipe up to the boundary, and 
they did so, and insisted upon a meter being put there. He had then to lay 
down a pipe from the meter to his mill at hisown expense. Now this looked 
as if the corporation entirely repudiated the supply of Butterworth. It was 
notorious that, although they had laid their mains along the road in the 
direction of Milnrow, they had lighted only a small portion of the district. 
They had lighted just as much as they found would pay them, and of that 
he did not complain, but he did complain of this—that, although they had 
the power, Milnrow itself had never been lighted with gas; and that when 
they were asked to supply Butterworth, they only took their mains as far 
as the boundary. 

The Commitree: What is the population of Milnrow? 

Mr. Ricnarps: About 6000. In conclusion, he would say that all the 
company asked for was parliamentary powers to enable them to supply a 
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district which others who had the power had neglected to supply, whose 
works had been for a long time established in Milnrow, and from which they 
had lighted the village to the satisfaction of everybody. The petitioners had 
not moved in the matter until the company issued their parliamentary 
notices; they were under no sort of obligation to supply, except to those 
who lived within the radius of three-quarters of a mile; they were under 
no restrictions as to quality, or limitation as to the profits which they 
should divide. They were under the Gas Clauses Act it was true, but there 
was this exception, that the usual clauses which applied to the illuminating 
power and to profits did not apply. In the suburban districts they could 
| charge the maximum price, and make what might be termed unreasonable 
| profits, and the profits so made could then be devoted to the ornamentation 
of the town. The consumers in Rochdale would then get the benefit; they 
would derive a quid pro quo in the reduction of the rates, whilst those who 
lived outside the town, and had to pay high rates for their gas, would get 
no such return at all. Their position would be an entirely different one, 
and it would be one which in all respects would be unfair and unreasonable. 
On the other hand, if the company should obtain their bill, they would be 
compelled to supply the consumers of Milnrow with gas at a certain price, 
and of a satisfactory illuminating power; and he should show by evidence 
that they were thus almost unanimously in favour of the objects which the 
promoters now sought to obtain. 

The following evidence was then taken :— 

; Mr. George Nutter, examined by Mr. RicHarps. 

I live at 37, Grafton Street, Oxford Road, Manchester. I am a cotton- 
spinner, and have a mill in Butterworth township, and about 24 miles from 
Rochdale. 1! built it in 1855, and finding the existing supply of gas de- 
fective, | went to the chairman of the Rochdale Commissioners and told 
him I should be glad if they would take the gas on to Milnrow. He said 
he did not think it would pay, the gas being supplied by the mills near, 
and he did not think it would be desirable to interfere. At that time 
Milnrow was generally supplied by pang persons from their different 
mills. Lately I have had my gas from Messrs, Whitworth’s, who have 
become the general suppliers of gas in that neighbourhood. Messrs. 
Whitworth are fulling millers by trade. They have sold their works to the 
present company. @ pay at present for our gas 4s. 9d. per 1000 feet. It 
is good gas, and we are very well satisfied with it. The company have had 
possession of the works from the beginning of the year. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ltoyp: I am not a member of the pam I 
formerly had my gas from a private millowner, who made his own and sold 
me a part of it. I applied to the corporation in 1855. I think the price at first 
was 5s. Last quarter it was reduced to 4s. 9d., and there is a discount for 
prompt payment besides. 

Re-exumined by Mr. Rrcuarps: The same gentleman—Mr. Livesey— 
was the manager for both the commissioners and the corporation. It was 
the same person who refused to supply me. 

Mr. James Heap, examined by Mr. RicHarps. 

Iam a woollen manufacturer at Milnrow, and our firm occupies a mill 
near to the gas-works, and others at New Hay and Haugh. We have been 
supplied by Messrs. Whitworth. In 1853 they extended their mains along 
the jaan he roads to supply us. In short, upon our application, they have 
always been ready to extend their mains. We are fully satisfied with the 
gas which they have supplied. I have 10 shares in the company, and am 
a director of it. The general feeling in Milnrow is in favour of the new 
company. We are large consumers of gas, consuming about 1,300,000 feet 
per annum. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Litoryp: I was one of the first directors, and took 
part in the negotiations with Messrs. Whitworth early last year. The 
actual date of the incorporation of the company was October, 1868. We 
did not apply to the Rochdale Corporation at all. The annual statement of 
their accounts was never brought under our notice. I did not know that 
the Gas Committee published an annual report. I could tell they were 
moving in the matter of supply from what I saw in the newspapers. 
never heard that they had announced their intention of bringing their 
mains to Milnrow. Before 1866 we made our own gas, but afterwards we 
found it more convenient to get it from Messrs. Whitworth. We paid them 
5s. per 1000. The feeling is universally in favour of the town being sup- 
plied by the present company. 

Mr. Thomas Bunns, examined by Mr. Ricuarps. 

Iam aclog-maker at Milnrow. I believe the inhabitants generally to 
be in favour of the bill. 

Mr. Lioyp said that the company began to take steps for supplying 
Milnrow in May, 1868. The moment the company knew this, a limited 
liability company, in the interest of Messrs. Whitworth, was started. 

Examination continued: I went round to obtain signatures to the peti- 
tion. The list contains the names of nearly all the respectable people. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ltoyp: J never read the petition myself. I went 
round with some one else. We are in favour of the company, because we 
could not get gas from Rochdale. It would make no difference to me who 
supplies the gas, so long as I can get it _ and cheap. 

Re-examined by Mr. Ricwarps: We are satisfied with the present 


supply. 

reer] Mr. James Sharrock, examined by Mr. Ricuarps. 

T am a surveyor of the ——— for Newbold, which adjoins Butter- 
worth on the Rochdale side. know the firm of Messrs. Todd, and their 
cotton-mill at Firgrove, which is on the road leading from Rochdale to 
Milnrow. The corporation main extended to within 32 yards of the New- 
bold division. I remember giving Messrs. Todd permission, in October, 
1868, to put a meter on the Rochdale side of the boundary, because the 
corporation had refused to carry their mains on further. The corporation 
then laid their main to the meter, and Messrs. Todd continued it up to their 
mill. I know Mr. Robert Bell, the manager of the Rochdale Gas-Works, He 
stated to me that the corporation would not take the gas further than the 
Newbold division, and that Messrs. Todd were going to do the rest at their 
own expense, At this time I had heard nothing of the intention to form a 
Milnrow gas company, nor of the corporation intending to light the village. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Luoyp: I am the surveyor of the highways of 
Newbold. At the present time there are pipes on the road which would 
reach a considerable way towards Milnrow. There are pipes suflicient, in 
fact, to extend the whole length. Messrs. Todd put down a 2-inch pipe 
from the meter to their works, merely to supply them. The pipes on the 
road are 12-inch, I think. 

Re-examined by Mr. Ricnarps: Mr.Bell told me that the corporation would 
not take the pipe beyond the meter. He said nothing of the corporation 
intending to lay pipes beyond that point. The pipes were brought in No- 
vember or December, after I had heard of the Milnrow Company being 


started. At the borough boundary they commence with a 4-inch main. 
The corporation are not taking up the small main in our division. New- 
bold lies between the municipal boundary and Butterworth. 











By the Commirrer: They have not yet commenced on the Newbold side 

The 12-inch pipes are deposited on the side nearest to Rochdale. 
Mr. Michael Todd, examined by Mr. Ricwarps. 

I work the Fir Grove Mill, which is situated on the road from Rochdale. 
I remember the firm applying for gas to the Rochdale Corporation, who 
refused. From the point where the old main ceased, we were obliged to 
put in a new one from the meter to supply our mill. The gas is measured 
at the boundary, so that any leakage there may be between there and our 
mill is a loss to us and not to the corporation. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ltoyp: The pipe we put into the road was about 
240 yards in length. I was not aware that corporation were going to 
lay 2 new main, and that that was the reason they declined to put in a 
temporary one for our mill. I understood nothing of the kind. On the 
second application, I heard in the town that the corporation were proposing 
to take their gas to Milnrow. 

Re-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: The meter and the main were put down 
in September. It was some time about then that I heard the corporation 
were going to lay a 12-inch pipe. 

Mr. J. T. Barnes, examined by Mr. Ricuarps. 

I am overseer of the poor of Butterworth, and live at Milnrow. The gas 
was at first supplied by different private persons, and then gradually became 
absorbed in Messrs. Whitworth, and since then they have supplied the vil- 
lage. I was well satisfied with the quality of the gas supplied by Messrs. 
Whitworth, as also by the present company. The general feeling of the 
inhabitants is in favour of the present supply. Iam a shareholder to the 
extent of £10 only. The population of Butterworth, exclusive of Clegg, | 
would be about 6500. A small portion of the district, containing about 60 | 





houses and a mill, has been taken into the parliamentary district of Roch- If 


dale. I believe the corporation supply the mill with gas. The total number | 
of houses in Butterworth is 1394; warehouses, 24; mills, 34; and work- 

shops, 9. The present rateable value of the gas district is £24,412. In 1861 

it was £14,691, The increase of population between that time and the pre- | 
sent has been about 8 per cent. The total number of signatures to the 

petition is 670; the householders number 623. Amongst the names are the | 
principal inhabitants, the clergy, board of guardians, millowners, &c. 


Cross-examined by Mr. Lroyp: I have not read the petition myself. I} 


am brother-in-law to Messrs. Whitworth. 

Mr. James Whitworth, examined by Mr. Ricnarps. | 
I am a fuller at Milnrow. I and my brothers sold our works to the pre-| 
sent company. We are shareholders, holding 400 shares, to the extent of 
£2000 altogether. During the time that we supplied gas we found a rapid 
demand from consumers, In 1864 the consumption was 3,529,000, and in 
1868, 8,272,000 cubic feet. We supplied all the mills in the district before 
the works were sold to the company. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Luoyp: We got £4000 for our works. We had 
nothing to do with promoting the company. They came to us with terms) 
of purchase. I did not see the statement of accounts of the Rochdale Cor- | 
poration last year. Isaw in the Rochdale papers that the corporation in- | 
tended to light Milnrow. This was before we sold our works. | 

Mr. Robert Jackson, examined by Mr. Ricuarps. 

I am a solicitor of Rochdale, and produce office copy of the Memorandum | 
of Association of the Milorow Gas Company and of the certificate of incor- 
poration, dated October, 1868. I also produce a prospectus of the company, 
the agreement between Messrs. Whitworth and the company, dated Novem- 
ber of the same year, and a valuation of the works by Mr. Goldsmith at the 
sum of £4000. There was a resolution passed to the effect that the im-| 
provement works then in progress by the corporation were likely to exceed 
any sum of money which they had in hand, and that therefore their bor- 
rowing powers ought to be exercised. 

Mr. Thos, Newbigging, examined by Mr. RicHarps. 

I am a gas engineer at Bacup, and the manager of the Rossendale Union 
Gas-Works. I have inspected the works and plant of the company, which | 
were lately in possession of the Messrs. Whitworth. In my judgment they | 
are — sufficient for the present supply, and by a small outlay they can! 
be made to meet future requirements. Looking to the next few years, 1! 
think that the capital they ask for is reasonable, considering the probable, 
extension they will be required to make in the district. The gasholders. 
and external works and mains are sufficient; but I think that the company 
ought to put down a larger holder on the present site, and do away with 
certain ones which they have on the outside of their district. They have 
about 44 miles of main, 

By the Commirrer: The largest main is 8 inches in diameter. 

By Mr. Ricuarps: They run down to 2 inches, according to whether 
they are trunk mains or small ones. I presume, as the consumption in- | 
creases, there will be a necessity for enlarging those mains, or duplicating 
them. I consider that the works have been well, and properly, and econo- 


mically worked. They are well situated for the supply of the district, |; 


being close to the railway, and at the lowest part of the town, so that all 
unnecessary pressure is avoided. 

By the CommirrgE: The works are in a thoroughly good condition. 

This was the case for the promoters. 

Mr. Horace Luioyp then addressed the committee on behalf of the 
petitioners. He said that he should be able to show why his learned friend 
had been so anxious not to put in the whole of the statement of accounts, 
and only to read such portion as he thought would suit his case. It would 
savour too much of nisi prius if he were to make a fuss over it, so that he 
would endeavour to shorten his case by not going at great length into the 
arguments which had been adduced, and to call as few witnesses as possible. 
It had been admitted that in 1853 the district was given to a certain body 
called commissioners, and it was not denied that in 1858 their powers were 
transferred to the corporation, It was an important fact that there had not 
been, with the exception of the case of Messrs. Todd, not only since that 
date, but even years before, any application for gas, or the least pressure 
put upon the corporation to supply it, and yet the ground upon which alone 
the company came before their lordships and asked for parliamentary 
powers was that the corporation had not reasonably performed their 
duties. But they have not been asked to supply, and no inconvenience had 
been shown to exist in consequence of the alleged non-performance of their 
duties. Sosoon as they were fairly in a position to give the supply arrange- 
ments had been made, and pipes were now actually on the roads in the 
district ready to be laid. It had been proved that there had been a great 
increase of population in Milnrow, and this wasa strong reason why the 
corporation, who at one time had not thonght it worth their while to extend 
their mains into a thinly populated district, should now find it advantageous 
to do so. Where was the argument, then, that the corporation never 
intended to supply the district at all? It had been said, too, that the 
corporation never showed themselves until after the company's parliamentary 
notices were issued; but he should show their lordships that such was not 
the case, that the corporation had all along intended to increase their works, 
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and to pre themselves with the necessary plant, but that the company, 
who had abe the works of Messrs. Whitworth, were doing all that they 
could to prevent them from obtaining a parliamentary status. Every year 
in the month of May a statement of the accounts was published for general 
information. The corporation were bound to do it, and it was absurd to say 
that such a document had never been seen. It was, in fact, a public docu- 
ment, and all the newspapers commented upon it; therefore the company 
must have known that the corporation intended taking the gas to Milnrow. 
Besides, new retort-beds were constructed and a retort-house built, and 
extensions were set forth in order to meet the greater demand which had 
arisen for gas. Then they stated that contracts had been entered into for the 
|completion of their works, and further contracts would be accepted for 
| extensions; and next it was shown what amount had been expended upon 
| the gas-works, which in all was.about £8580. 
Mr. Ricuarps: Not all on gas-works. 
| Mr. Luoyp: No doubt some of it was for mains, but yet £6780 mo rae | 
| for works. And then came a paragraph stating that application had been 
| made from Milnrew and Firgrove for an extension of supply; that the com- 
| mittee would gladly have entertained it, but thinking that they had as much 
| on their hands at the time as they could reasonably carry out, they must 
| postpone the extension to that place sine die, with a hope that they would 
| be able to carry it out before long. All this, he should be able to prove, 
| took place in May, 1868. No pressure was upon them at that time, either 
| from Messrs. Whitworth or the new company. There could be no sugges- 
| tion that in making the promise the corporation were endeavouring to stave 
| off the promotion of a new company who were likely to occupy their dis- 
| trict. The promoters saw from the newspapers that there was this inten- 
| tion on the part of the corporation, and what right, therefore, had they to 
enter into an arrangement to come for parliamentary powers for the purpose 
|, of excluding his clients from the district. One would have thought that at 
|| least they would have gone to the corporation, and asked whether they 
| intended to give a supply to Milnrow, and, if so, how soon; but they did not 
| take such an initiative, and neither before May nor afterwards had they ever 
‘eonsulted with the corporation upon the subject; and yet they were aware 
| all this time of the announcement which his clients had made, that they 
| intended to go to Firgrove and Milnrow, and to supply those populous 
| neighbourhoods with gas. The promoters were seeking to carry a bill 
| behind the backs of the corporation, for until November, when the notices 
were issued, they were not aware that the company ever intended to go 
to Parliament. It was monstrous to suppose that the corporation never 
| contemplated supplying Milnrow, because all along it had been their object 
| to doso, in eat of which he would allude to the contracts that had already 
| been entered into. Then they said that the corporation could not give the 
| supply immediately, but they would be prepared to give it before long; and 
| anything more fair than their promise he could not imagine. Within five 
| months of that time they advertised for tenders, and now the pipes were 
| actually lying ready for insertion in the ground. They had got their 
| powers, and, in short, were now ready to give all the supply that was 
required. He would call the attention of their ——- to another point. 
| The only application they had had made to them was the one from Messrs. 
| Todd, in the year 1868, and that was immediately considered by the Gas 
' Committee, and a resolution, expressive of the determination of the com- 
| mittee, was forwarded to those gentlemen. Instead of waiting through the 
| winter, as no doubt they would have had to do, because the company would 
| have had to get tenders for more than two miles of large pipes, they beeame 
| impatient; and at a subsequent meeting of the corporation, about the 12th 
| of August, 1868, considerably before the formation of the company, it was 
resolved to supply Messrs. Todd, by carrying the pipes only as far as 
Newbold Lane End, the main from thence to their mill being provided 
at their own expense. Surely this ought not to be construed as a 
| statement on the part of the corporation that they would not light 
| Milnrow. It was their intention to lay a large main as far as the village, 
| and they said that as soon as they did that all parties could be supplied, 
| but if they wanted it temporarily it must be partially at the expense of the 
, consumer, This was the only application which the company had had 
| from Milnrow during fourteen years, and surely it ought not to be urged as 
|@ point against them. Then it was said there was a numerously signed 
| petition of the inhabitants, but he thought that a petition which was not 
| read even by those who obtained the signatures was not worth much. In 
| @ case like this a petition of that kind was really waste paper, and nothing 
|more. The corporation, be it remembered, had had the power to supply 
| the district since 1853, and no applications were ever made to them 
| until May, 1868, when they said they could not give it immediately, but 
| would do so as soon as possible. They had expended large sums in extend- 
| ing their works, so as to make them efficient, and in December last they 
| advertised for tenders, as he had already informed the committee, for pipes 
to supply an enlarged area, including the district which the company now 
| sought to secure. On the other side the promoters, or, at least, their pre- 
| decessors, had chosen to go on for years without parliamentary powers, and 
| now that they had. come they taxed the corporation with being unable, 
| financially speaking, to carry out their obligations. They said that the 
| corporation wanted money; that might be so, but they had power to borrow 
on security of the rates, and to repay the amount over a period of 30 years, 
, 80 that there would be no difficulty in that respect. The company were 
| doing nothing more nor less than seeking to invade the district belonging 
| to the corporation for their own benefit. He did not blame the Messrs. 
' Whitworth; they were wise, no doubt, in selling their works, and in jumping 
at the offer which was made to them. They knew that the corporation 
| intended to extend their mains, and it was after that that their agreement 
| with the company was concluded; and then what would be the effect, sup- 
| posing that the bill was passed? It would not take the district away from 
| the corporation, and would it be desirable then that there should be two 
| competing bodies within it, one of which, they must remember, would be a 
municipal body competing with the ratepayers money? There would be no 
| necessity for two competing bodies within the same borough, one of which 
| would have to exist on its own resources, whilst the other would be carried 
on by means of the public rates. Then it was said that, as the corporation 
were a public body, there was no limitation as to profits. That might be 
} 80 in one respect, but then the ratepayers had the benefit of what the cor- 
poration earned in town improvements and in reduction of the rates, 


The Commirree: In the case of boroughs like Manchester the profits 
are appropriated for the benefit of the ratepayers, who had a general in- 
terest in them; but this is a case of a district without a borough, which 
would not participate in any of the profits. 

Mr. Luoyp said that the argument might apply if the maximum rate was 
charged to the outlying district, because there would be the interest of no 
|| ratepayers to think of. Indeed, it would have been an extremely strong 
argument on the part of the inhabitants if they had come to the corpora- 








should be a difference im the price charged to them and the consumers of 
Rochdale. If the corporation had refused to accede to it, then it might 
have been used with great force against the bill; but rosuch argument had 
been adcpted, and therefore the opinion of the corporation was not pro- 
perly ascertained. The corporation would have done nothing that might 
be considered unjust, and, had they been approached, no doubt thev would 
have agreed to fix a price, which would not have been higher for biiinrow 
than for other parts of their-district. At all events, the difference in price 
would not have amounted to many pence, the maximum, of course, being) 
5s., as stated. From the information which had been given to him, he was 
sure that, if there had been any application of this kind before the notices 
were published and the company formed, the public would have found the 
corporation very willing to give them an undertaking on the subject. 
What they complained of now was this: that a bill adverse to their inte- 
rests was attempted to be obtained behind their backs, and every endea- 
vour made, for private gain merely, to oust them from a district which had) 
been — to them years ago, and which nobody else but themselves had 
occupied. 

Mr. RicHarps: Messrs. Whitworth occupied it for years. 

Mr. Luoyp: They supplied gas lately, but for years every millowner 
made his own. Some of them afterwards gave up the manufacture, and: 
took it from their neighbours, and so in time Messrs. Whitworth mono- 
polized the supply; but still it was a sort of private trade, and they were 
under no obligations in regard to it. 

The following witnesses against the bill were then heard:— 


Mr. Zachariah Mellor, examined by Mr. Luoyp. 

I am the town-clerk of Rochdale. The corporation have exercised all 
the powers which were obtained by the commissioners. Since they 
acquired the district there has been a great increase in the demand. The 
Gas Committee have under their consideration the supply of Milnrow, 
which is now a populous part, In February last there was an application 
made by Messrs. Todd to supply gas to their mill. The Gas Committee 
resolved that they could not supply them at that time, but, inasmuch as 
they contemplated to supply Milnrow, they would do so when their mains 
were laid. As Messrs. Todd wanted an immediate supply, the committee 
resolved to lay pipes to Newbold Lane End, where the meter was to be 
fixed. On the 2nd of December a resolution was passed, advertising for 
3500 yards of 12-inch pipes, for the purpose of supplying Milnrow and the 
neighbourhood with gas. A contract was entered into cn the 19th’ of 
December, that of Messrs, Claridge being accepted. The pipes are being 
delivered, and are now lying on the road-side, and other pipes are at the 
station, which will enable us to go through the village for nearly a mile. 
The pipe which at present supplies Messrs. Todd will be taken up, and the 
supply given from a larger main. Our works are quite large enough to 
enable us to supply the district for a good many years. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ricnarvs: We did not supply Milnrow, because 
we had no applications. We knew that Messrs. Whitworth had supplied 
gas, but not to the extent they did. I saw the notices of the bill in Parlia- 
ment, and it was after then we advertised for tenders. That had nothing, 
however, to do with the notices. 

Mr. RicHarps: Good gracious! Don’t think I impute that. 

Cross-examination continued: The £8800 is already expended on the 
works and mains. The committee always intended to supply Milnrow, 
though they did not order the pipes till December. We have adopted the 
powers of the Local Government Act, and seek to borrow money. We have 
already borrowed and expended upwards of £115,000, of which we have 
paid off certain portions. In May last we might have owed £108,000. I 
cannot say why it was determined to. fix a meter at the boundary of the 
road to Messrs. Todd’s. We stopped short at the boundary, because we 
were going to lay a larger main through Milnrow and beyond. I cannot 
say as to how the village is at present supplied. We propose to go into the 
district because it is a thriving part, and we believe that the road will 
eventually be populated and streets formed, Of course we go there with 
the money of the ratepayers. All our profits go for public purposes. The 
people of Milnrow would, of course, have all the honour and glory of an 
ornamentation of their market-town. We are building a town-hall, baths, 
&c., and the people both inside and out of the town will reap the benefit 
of them. 

Re- 
present, 


ined by Mr. Luoxp: The streets of Milnrow are not. lighted at 


Mr. Simpson, examined by Mr. Luoyp. 

I am the vice-chairman of the Rochdale Gas Committee, and have had 
frequent conversations with Messrs. Todd as to their supply. We have for 
some time intended to go to Milarow and Firgrove, and as far as I know 
there has been no delay, 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: I believe there were other tenders 
put out in 1868 for pipes, besides those issued in December. There were 
some pipes tendered for in March, which were to go in the direction of 
Milnrow. They were 14-inch pipes, and were to be laid from the gas- works 
for about 600 yards. We supply a portion of the village of Wardle, havin, 
taken a main there from Smallbridge. We insisted upon the people 
Wardle paying us 5s. 6d. for a term of years before we supplied them, 5s, 
being the maximum price under the Act. It was a limited supply which was 
wanted, and 1 believe we have lost by it. The proposal came from them, 
and by special arrangement. we have taken a greater price tean we were 
allowed by Act of Parliament. I believe there are two or three places; 
individual consumers, who are paying more than our maximum price. 

The Commitrse: It is beyond the radius, and a matter of special con- 
tract, no doubt. 

Re-examined by Mr. Ltoyp: We put down a larger pipe as the first step 
for increasing the supply im that direction. For that pipe we advertised as 
long ago as March, 1868. The tenders in December were to supply more 
pipes, in order to carry out the original scheme. 

By the Commirrre: We have a 15-inch pipe, which is to lead-up to the 
12-inch at the boundary. The present 4-inch pipe will then be taken up. 
The Milnrow supply will fork out of the 15-inch main, which does not run 
along Milnrow proper, though it is in that direction. 

Mr. Ricuarps then replied on the evidence, observing that, although the 
corporation of Rochdale had had the power since 1853 to supply Milnrow, 
they had not done so. They had given as their reason that no applications 
were made to them for gas, and why was that so? Because the millowners 
and the public of Milnrow: were well satisfied with the quality of the gas 
which had been supplied to them by Messrs. Whitworth and the company. 
The corporation bad deliberately allowed the district to grow up under 
their eyes, and the company to be established, and to do its work well 
amongst its members; and he was sure that nothing would please the in- 
habitants better than for the company to remain, and be managed by those 
who resided amongst them. After commenting upon the great number of 





tion before the bill was introduced, and urged it as a reason why there 








influential names attached to the petition, the learned gentleman said that 
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it was not until the corporation advertised for the tenders for the pipes 
that the inhabitants were aware for the first time of their intention to 
supply the district. Mr. Simpson had stated that they intended to give a 
supply as long ago as a year and a half; but that he (Mr. Richards) doubted 
entirely. If such was really the case, why did not the corporation supply 
Messrs. Todd direct, instead of stopping and drawing a line at the boun- 
dary? Why should they have — at the Butterworth boundary if 
they intended to supply Milnrow? The statement as to their intention to 
supply the village was, to his mind, all moonshine. As soon as the com- 
pany made known their desire to be placed under parliamentary control, 
then did the corporation come forward and say that, for the first time 
under their powers, they would insist upon supplying the place with gas. 
It must not be forgotten that the corporation were at liberty to charge any 
| price they chose, but they had no power to make a bargain to charge more 
}than the Act of Parliament said they should do. They had set the law at 
}defiance, in fact, when it had suited their purpose to do it. And into 
whose pockets would the property go hereafter? Why, into those of the 
corporation, to be expended in housing themselves in a magnificent palace, 
where they could have dinners, and so forth. The profits, in short, would 
1+ sewed benefiting the public of Rochdale, and not those who resided at 
nrow. 

The room was then cleared, and, on the readmission of the public, 

The CuairmAN said the committee had agreed to pass the preamble of 
the bill,-but would limit the Act to that portion of the district which did 
i not lie within the parliamentary district of Rochdale. 

On the clauses being considered, 
The Cuarrman said that a clause ought to be inserted compelling the 
company, if called upon, to supply the public lamps. 
Mr. Richagps said that the company were agreeable to the insertion of 
such a clause—anything, in fact, that would be satisfactory to the 
authorities. 

Mr. Luioyp: It being understood that the clause is drawn out by the 
committee. 

Mr. Ricuarps: Of course. The 22nd clause of the Metropolis Gas Act, 
however, would apply. A company under that Act were compelled to light 
| the streets, if required to do so by the local authorities, provided they were 
}/not called upon to light any street with lamps which were at a greater 
distance from each other than 75 yards. It would not be reasonable for the 
authorities to be able to say, “Go and light all over a scattered popula- 
tion;” but, wherever the company had a main within 75 yards of a street, 
then the authorities should be at liberty to call upon the company to light 
it, ba lamps not being at a greater distance from each other than that 
statcd. 
| The Comsurres: Our object is to give power to the local authorities to 
compel the company to light the public lamps when called upcen. 

Mr. Ricnarps: It is most important, no doubt. It is said that the gas- 
light is the best policeman of the day. 


ABERDARE AND ABERAMAN CONSUMERS GAS. 
Monpay, Apri 12. 

Mr. Ricwarps, Q.C., and Mr. MicHaEt were counsel for the promoters ; 
Mr. Jounson, Q.C., and the Hon. Granvitie Somerset for the Aberdare 
Gas Company and others; agent, Mr. Bell. The Aberdare Local Board of 

Health were also petitioners against the bill. 
Mr. Ricwarps said that this was a bill for supplying with gas the towns 
of Aberdare and Aberaman in the parish of Aberdare, in the county of 
Glamorgan, and the preamble stated that the said towns were at present 
only partly lighted with gas by gas-works belonging to an association or 
joint-stock company, called the Aberdare Gas Company ; that such supply of 
was not afforded under any parliamentary Pato or restrictions ; that 
ouses and buildings in the towns and the neighbourhood thereof had of late 
years greatly increased and were increasing ; that the supply of gas thereto 
was at tea inadequate to the public requirements, some parts of the said 
towns being insufficiently lighted, and others not being lighted at all; that 
the supply of gas in such places was in other respects defective and unsatis- 
factory to the inhabitants; that it was expedient and would be of public 
advantage that more adequate provision should be made for the supplying of 
gas within the limits of this Act; and that such supply should be placed 
under the authority of, and the restrictions usually imposed by, Parliament. 
The promoters had purchased or contracted to purchase certain lands de- 
scribed, for the ae ee of erecting thereon gas-works and all apparatus con- 
| nected therewith for the supply of gas within the limits of the Act, and 
several persons were willing at their own expense to construct the necessary 
‘orks for efficiently lighting the several places, and were desirous of being 
Dceeporated into a company with powers to erect and to supply. The pre- 
amble also recited the expediency of the company and the Aberdare Gas 
Company being empowered to enter into arrangements with respect to the 
pesenens of the gas-works and property of the latter company, as by this 
Act provided. Aberdare, he need scarcely inform their lordships, was a 
town situated about four miles from Merthyr Tydvil, and it was in the 
midst of a most thriving and prosperous neighbourhood. The town of 
Aberaman joined on to Aberdare—indeed, it was a mere continuation of it— 
and for all the practical purposes of this bill they might be taken to be one 
and the same place. In order to give their lordships a notion of the rapidly 
increasing importance of the town, which was attributed principally to the 
great increase of the coal trade, he would state that in 1831 the = 
in Aberdare amounted to 3961; in 1841 it was 6471; in 1851, 15,000; in 
‘| 1861 it was 32,000; and he believed that at the present time the population 
might be taken to be no less than 38,000, so that the increase during that 
riod was extremely striking. At present the town was supplied with gas 
om the works of a joint-stock company, which was established in 1848, 
with a capital of £2000, divided into 400 shares of £5 each. Of this capital 
only 334 shares were issued, and the money paid upon £1670. At two years 
from the — of their first registration in 1848 that was the capital, and 
the shareholders numbered 29. The Deed of Settlement provided for raising 
£2000 more, in 400 £5 shares, and gave them the usual borrowing powers at 
that time of one-third of their capital; but as far as the promoters were able 
to ascertain, no second issue of shares was ever made. They were entitled 
to say this, because no return ss at the registry office of joint-stock 
companies; therefore it was to be presumed that from the time the company 
were established in 1848 to the present, there had been no legitimate increase 
of capital. If the capital account had been extended at all, it had been done 
out of revenue. Mains and pipes, no doubt, had been laid down out of 
capital ; but still the works were much in the same position as they were 
twenty years ago. Evidence would be tendered as to the state of lighting 


in the different public streets of the places, and the committee, he ventured to 
think, would find that it was most unsatisfactory ; indeed, he was told that in 
this district—of course the calculation must vary in different districts, though 

they might generally reckon that properly the supply of gas should be equal 








to 2000 feet per head of the population—but he was told that in this district 
the supply was not more than 360 feet per head. Another thing was, that 
there were no fewer than 142 streets in the place, of which number 107 
remained absolutely unlighted, in 27 of them mains were laid, and 9 only 
were partially lit. He was not speaking of country lanes, but of streets in 
a thickly populated —_ and they said that not only was the gas insuf- 
ficient in quantity, but that it was bad in quality, impure, and deficient in 
illuminating power, and moreover the price, under the circumstances, was 
extremely high. Of course, to say that the price was extremely high, was 
only to use a relative term. In order to ascertain what it ought to be, it 
should be compared with the charges in other towns which were similarly 
situated. The price charged at Aberdare, he believed, was 5s. ; whilst the 
local coal was about 10s. 6d., and cannel 27s. per ton, a certain portion of 
the latter having to be used, as their lordships were aware, in order to get 
increased quality of gas. By clause 48 in the bill oy proposed to bind 
themselves to give 14-candle gas, which was considered to be good at the 
present day, at a maximum price of 4s., which they believed would give 
them a good commercial return; whilst 5s., the present charge, was ex- 
tremely high for a place so situated. At Merthyr the charge was 4s. ; at 
Neath the maximum was 4s. 2d.; at Cardiff it was 3s. 6d.; and at Swansea, 
3s. 6d.; and those were places, as far as they could see, which were de- 
mdent upon a similar source of supply for their coal, and where every 
item which entered into the manufacture of gas might be considered to be 
much the same, and, consequently, would give a fair idea of what the cost 
of gas ought to be at Aberdare. In addition to this, the company, he was 
afraid, had exercised a strict monopoly, and had behaved in a somewhat 
tyrannous manner to their customers. On several occasions they had im- 
posed hard and onerous terms upon persons who called upon them for a 
supply of gas. They had actually refused to supply them unless they con- 
ceded terms which their lordships doubtless would think to be very onerous 
indeed. They seemed to have called upon their customers to pay for their 
service-pipes, whilst the ordinary custom was for those things to be pro- 
vided by a company. Of course to a poor man that was a matter of some 
importance. The company had refused to provide those pipes, and had 
acted harshly and unjustly; moreover they did not let their meters, but 
compelled persons who consumed their gas to purchase them, and that, again, 
to a poor man was very inconvenient, because he would rather pay a certain 
annual rental for one than be obliged to purchase it at its extreme value. 
Another grievance alleged against them was, that they had made an incoming 
tenant Poy. the debt of an outgoing one before they would supply him with 
as, and that would seem to be a custom which was utterly and entirely in 
> ten of justice or reason. Of course he was not s ing of cases where 
there might be peiviey between the two tenants, or where a tenant agreed to 
pay, for then it would be only fair that he should pays but if a man was 
about entering upon certain premises, and wished to be supplied with gas, it 
was extremely hard that he should be compelled to pay the debt of his pre- 
decessor before he could be furnished with what he required. It was a 
strong measure on the part of a company when they said that a man’s 
gas should be cut off unless he met the liabilities of the person who pre- 
ceded him. He (Mr. Richards) had heard that this had the case in 
many parts of the country, and he considered it a great and grievous hard- 
ship, and one that ought ily to be put an end to. The company also 
insisted upon the inte fittings of a house being purchased from them 
before they consented to supply it with gas. This, n, was a very unfair 
thing, because a consumer would say that for what he bought of the com- 
pany he would have to pay more than if he purchased it in the open market, 
and under the ordinary influences of competition. The gas-fitter, too, natu- 
rally complained, because he was ousted from the market, and could not drive 
his trade in a place where such a monopoly prevailed. It was not unnatural 
that the public should have complained against such a state of ding as 
existed in Aberdare. There was considerable talk, and in 1862 the local 
press took the matter up strenuously, and certain of the inhabitants formed 
themselves into a deputation and waited upon the directors of the company 
for the purpose of obtaining some redress if possible, and to expostulate 
upon the bigh and exorbitant rate then charged for the gas. The price was 
6s. per 1000 feet, but the directors said they could not make any alteration 
until their next general meeting. Then they reduced the price from 6s. to 
5s. 6d., and afterwards to 5s., at which figure it then stood, and which they 
said was unreasonably high. The my pre were not confined to the public 
lights, but to private ones, and both, he might say, were equally bad, whilst 
the quantity was totally insufficient. There were coal-pits in the immediate 
neighbourhood, and though they required lights for external workings they) | 
could not be supplied. Under these circumstances it was not unnatural that 
certain gentlemen ir Aberdare should embrace the opportunity of proposing 
the establishment of a company, and that they should come before their 
lordships to ask for incorporation. It appeared that in 1868, after the bill 
was deposited, a meeting of the local board was held, and then the inhabi- 
tants of certain streets complained that they were absolutely and entirely 
without lights. No redress was obtained for them; in short, nothing 
seemed to stir up the old company till the parliamentary notices were issued. 
On the 19th of Deceuther another meeting of the local board was held, and 
complaints were as usual made as to the gas supply. Throughout the whole 
of Aberaman there were only 19 public lights, although it was a thickly 
opulated place. The formation of the new company was, of course, made 
ser to the local board, a discussion took place, and they seemed to have 
expressed their entire approval of the movement. They said that, pro- 


vided the company gave the board a guarantee to supply gas at a fair price, 
they (the Tocal — would give them their support. 
r. Somerset: We rather contest this point. From whence are you 


getting your information ? 

Mr. Ricuarps: From the report of the local board. 

The CHAinMAN: We should like to see the resolution, if one appears. 

Mr. Rrcuarps said he was only showing the position taken by the local 
board. In the first instance they approved the bill. After the company 
was started, a Gas Committee was formed by the local board for the purpose 
of considering the bill. It was submitted to them, and returned with such 
amendments as they thought proper to make. They did not, therefore, 
object to the new company at that time, but only required the insertion of 
certain clauses for the protection of themselves and the public, and with 
two unimportant exceptions they were accepted by the promoters of the 
bill. On the 29th of January, the parliamentary agent and the engineer 
to the promoters waited upon the local board, having at the time returned 
to the clerk the amendments which all parties had substantially acquiesced 
in. They went to the local board with the belief that, as the amendments 
had been accepted, they had nothing more to do than to lay their case 
before them, and it would meet with a favourable reception. However, 
they were informed that between the time of the former meeting and this 
one, the Aberdare Gas Company had written a letter to the local board, 
upon which a certain resolution had been come to. The directors of. the 
gas company offered to sell their works to the local board at such a price 
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and upon such terms as might be mutually agreed upon, or, failing agree- 
ment, an arbitration under the Lands Clauses Act to follow. In the event 
of the local board declining to purchase the works, then the company 
pledged themselves to go to Parliament next session for a bill to light the 
whole of the district which was proposed to be lit by the new bill. The 
power of the local board to purchase the works was not understood; they 
were under a delusion, for they could not buy them unless they obtained 
the consent of Parliament to their doing so. Failing such purchase, the 
Aberdare Company pledged themselves to go to Parliament next session for 
a bill of their own ; but such pledge, he need not say, was not worth the 
paper it was written upon. He did not wish to impute to them this, that 
they had made a promise which they did not intend to fulfil; but such 
things were continually done, as at Neath and elsewhere, and no result was 
arrived at. However, what the Aberdare Company now said was, ‘‘ Don’t 
pass this bill; we pledge ourselves to come to Parliament next year and get 
incorporated ourselves; the local board have accepted our proposition, and 
had passed a resolution, and consequently they will give us their support.’’ 
Reverting to the meeting of the board on the 29th of January, he would 
observe that the representatives of the new company were informed tha‘ 
they (the local board) declined to give the support which they had promised 
to the new bill; that a committee had been appointed to confer with the 
directors of the old works, for the purpose of arranging terms on the basis of 
the letter which had been sent to them; that they were about to obtain an 
undertaking ; that the price of the gas both to the public and private con- 
sumers should be reduced to a maximum of 4s. 6d. from the end of June 
next; and that a bond to carry out the terms had been entered into by Mr. 
Rhys, the chairman, and other of the directors of the company. The gentle- 
men who formed the deputation were thunderstruck on hearing this decision 
of the board; they had believed that everything was going on smoothly and 
satisfactorily; but they found that in the short Deted. between the adoption 
of the clauses and that meeting the local board had entirely altered their 
views, and instead of being favourable to the new company, they were, in 
fact, dead against them. The meaning of it could not, for the moment, be 
conceived. They were struck with this astounding fact, that whereas the new 
company proposed to supply gas at a maximum price of 4s., the local board 
were backing up the old company with a maximum price of 4s. 6d.; so 
that they who were the guardians of the public purse were supporting a 
charge of 6d. more per 1000 feet. Another remarkable thing was, that one 
of the gentlemen—the chairman of the board—who signed the agreement 
was a director of the old gas company, and he, doubtless, had exercised great 
influence over his colleagues. It was natural that he should be anxious to 
keep out the new company, but still it was remarkable that the local board 
should accept terms by which they were to pay 4s. 6d., instead of 4s., for 
their gas in future. Such, however, were the circumstances, and the com- 
mittee would then see how matters turned out. Having agreed upon those 
clauses, and promised to support the bill, the local board were now actually 
petitioners against it. The only thing about which there was issue was the 
price to be ——e to the public lamps, and certain liabilities about lighting 
some of the outlying districts, which the local board required from the pro- 
moters of the bill. They urged that the new company should undertake to 
light the public lamps at a maximum price of 3s. 6d. per 1000 feet, whilst 





-_—_ 


the company proposed a charge of 4s. But such had been the influence 
ogtrns upon the local board, that they actually agreed to petition against 
the bill, to 


Ister up and to support the old company with a price of 4s. 6d. 
Evidently there was something wrong in this ealothing. The promoters 
had ascertained that the old company had agreed to pay the costs of the 
opposition by the local board; and this, again, was not altogether imma- 
terial for their lordships to consider. 
__ The Commitree: You had better not go into these things. Keep away, 
if possible, from matters of the kind, or we may get into a little hot water. 
r. RicHarps would not press the point further, but their lordships were 
robably aware that by a recent decision in the neighbourhood of London 
ocal boards who opposed bills of this kind were fastened with their own costs, 
therefore it became not altogether unimportant that they should be enabled 
to get a gas company, or somebody else, to take the costs of an opposition off 
their shoulders. After this extraordinary reception in January, matters 
were allowed to pass by for atime, when the agent of the promoters thought 
it desirable that they should know precisely how matters stood. He had a 
vay oes impression that some of the members of the local board knew 
nothing of the petition which they had signed—that they were petitioning 
inst the bill under the idea that they were only opposing certain of the 
clauses—and art he wrote a letter on the 8th of April, to the effect 
that at the meeting of the local board it was understood that if the pro- 
moters of the bill inserted a clause which had been proposed by them (the 
local board), they might withdraw their opposition to the bill; that the 
promoters were ready to insert the clause in the form proposed, and that 
they would be glad to know whether, on their giving ouk an undertaking, 
their petition would not be proceeded with. To this an answer was returned 
stating that the chairman of the local board was not present when the peti- 
tion was sealed, and that he could not have made such a statement as had 
been imputed to him. Thus matters went on, and the promoters were 
obliged to proceed with their bill inthe usualmanner, Now, in favour of the 
bill there was a petition very numerously and influentially signed by the 
inhabitants and consumers of gas, and it stated that the local board 
did not represent their interests, that they strongly protested against the 
course which they were pursuing, and that they were running directly 
contrary to their wishes. Their lordships would see there was a 
eat similarity in the wording of the two petitions against the bill. 
| That of the gas company, and of certain of the ratepayers and householders, 
stated, “‘ That the company was established in the year 1848 for the purpose 
of lighting the town and parish of Aberdare with gas; that they had been 
registered and incorporated under the Joint-Stock Companies Act, and had 
also been recognized and their rights and property saved in the Aberdare 
Water-Works Act, 1858; that to enable them to carry out the purpose for 
which they were established they constructed expensive works for the making 
and storeage of gas, and had expended large-sums of money for that purpose, 
and in laying down, renewing, and extending their mains and pipes; and 
that they were also about to construct a new gasholder, for which they had 
advertised for tenders, the better to enable them to continue and extend the 
supply of gas to the public lamps, and works, and to private consumers.” The 
committee would perceive that no sooner was there likely to be any sort of 
opposition than they made an attempt to reduce the price, and began to order 
afresh gasholder for the purpose of enabling them, as they said, to give an 
ineyased. supply. The next clause stated, ‘‘ That after they have made so 
large an expenditure, and afforded so much convenience and many facilities 
to the public, and, although unrestricted in their charges, have for a long 
period supplied and continued to supply gas at a cheaper rate than is charged 
under similar circumstances in most towns of the same population, they 


eir district, and the interference with their works and pipes proposed by 





the promoters of the said bill.” Now, he had already pointed out to their 
lordships that the charge proposed was extremely high—in fact, much higher 
than that charged in most towns of the neighbourhood, taking those which 
were placed under similar conditions to Aberdare. Then the petition went on 
to state, ‘‘ That up to a recent period it would have been a serious tax on your 
petitioners resources and income to have had to pay the expense of obtaining 
a special Act of Parliament for the purpose of making applicable to them and 
their undertaking the provisions of the Gas-Works Clauses Act; and sinee 
they have been in a condition to bear such expense, the supply of gas has; 
been improved, and the price so much reduced that few, if any, complaints 
have been made; and that while your petitioners can now have no object in 
abstaining from seeking for themselves and affording to their customers the 
protection of a special Act of Parliament, incorporating the Gas-Works 
Clauses Act, 1847, they conceive that their proceedings ought to be regulated 
rather by the public authorities of the town than at the instance of a hostile 
company which intends to compete with them.” The new company did not 
intend to compete with them. There was an express clause, in fact, by which 
they proposed to buy them up, so that there should not be two competing bodies 
in Aberdare. ‘That your petitioners, the Aberdare Gas Company, have already 
offered their works and undertaking to the Local Board of Health for the town 
and district of Aberdare, on behalf of the ratepayers and the public, at such 
price and upon such terms as may be mutually agreed upon, or, failing 
agreement, at such a sum as may be arrived at by arbitration under the 
Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845; and, in the event of the local board 
declining to purchase, your said petitioners have pledged themselves to that 
board to hed ~ to Parliament next session for an Act for lighting under the | 
obligations contained in the Gas- Works Clauses Act, 1847, the whole of the 
district proposed to be included in the said bill.” A pledge might be taken 
in the form of a bond, to be enforced if it was not carried out, but a mere 
pledge in the shape of that which was said to have been given was not | 
worth the paper upon which it was written. ‘‘ That the said offer is still 
binding on them, and if the local board should not previously decide to 
a their works, the petitioners must apply next session for an Act of 
arliament for the purposes before mentioned ; that the result of establish- 
ing a second gas company for Aberdare would be a serious loss to those who 
hold shares in the existing company, as well as to those who may be induced 
to take shares in the new company, and it may also prevent your petitioners 
from time to time reducing still further the price and improving the quality | 
of the gas supplied by them, and from earning that just and fair remunera- 
tion which they so long endeavoured to earn, but only recently succeeded 
in obtaining.” Their fordships would be the best judges whether the peti- 
tioners would be likely to reduce the price of gas if the company did not ° 
succeed in getting their bill. ‘That the breaking up of the streets of a’ 
town like Aberdare for the purpose of laying and repairing duplicate gas-' 
pipes thereunder, in addition to the water-pipes, would be a serious incon- ' 
venience and annoyance to the inhabitants and trade of the town, and an’ 
interference with the mains and pipes belonging to ~ petitioners, for ' 
which no reasonable excuse can be alleged, and to which all your petitioners 
have the strongest objection.” Then they said, ‘‘That the proposed new , 
gas-works are badly devised and laid out, and insufficient for the object pro- 
posed; and the situation chosen by the promoters of the said bill for their 
works is also objectionable ; that the situation of your petitioners works is 
far preferable, inasmuch as it is better adapted for the supply of the district, 
nearer to the bulk of consumers, and yet not so near to the populous part of 
the town as to cause annoyance to the inhabitants, and as only about 
one-third part of the ground is at present occupied, there is ample scope for 
such enlargement and improvement of works as may from time to time be 
found necessary; that the preamble of the said bill recites that it is expe- 
dient that the company proposed to be established by the bill, and your 
petitioners, the Aberdare Gas Company, be empowered to enter into arrange- 
ments with respect to the purchase of the gas-works and property of your 
petitioners, and the said bill contains a clause (29) for enabling the proposed | 
company, in a certain event, to purchase your petitioners lands and works, ' 
and a description of the land is annexed by way of schedule to the said bill; ' 
but no negotiation or treaty has been commenced with, nor has any offer been | 
made to your petitioners by or on behalf of the promoters of the said bill 
with regard to the purchase of your petitioners property and works, as indi- | 
cated in the svatialite and clause 29 of the said bil nor do your petitioners , 
know by whom the said bill is promoted.’”” There was plenty of time to— 
purchase the works, and if there was anything in the clause to which they | 
objected, it could easily be removed! ‘ That your petitioners are informed | 
and believe that the said bill is not promoted by persons having any interest 
in the town or district proposed to be supplied with gas, but by strangers | 
resident in or near London, who have caused the same to be introduced for | 
speculative purposes; no document has been lodged in the offices of either | 
House of Parliament to show whether any and, if any, how many shares 
have been taken in the proposed new company ; and as the answers to your 
petitioners inquiries, in regard to the promoters and subscribers, have been 
evasive and unsatisfactory, your petitioners cannot but conclude that the 
present application is not bond fide.’ In answer to this ciause, all that he 
could say was, that there were local pees directors, nearly all 
of whom were large consumers of gas; and, no doubt, if the bill was passed, 
the shares would be rapidly taken up. ‘‘ That your petitioners desire strict 
inquiry to be made into the aforesaid matters, and also into the financial 
condition of the promoters of the said bill, the quality of the gas they pro- 
pose to supply, the amount of pressure proposed, the cost of production, the 
modes of testing the purity ont illuminating power of the gas, and the pre- 
posed price to be charged.”” Of course they would do all this. ‘ That the 
price charged for gas for some time by your petitioners has been 5s, per 
1000 cubic feet, and they are under contract with the Local Board of Health 
to reduce the price per 1000 cubic feet, on and after the lst of June next, to 
4s. 6d.; and your petitioners are prepared to show that the price of coal and 
other circumstances will not, even in the absence of competition, permit of 
gas being sold at a lower price at Aberdare with a fair profit.’’ Now, the 
company had entered into that subject, and they were satisfied that they 
could establish themselves so as to return a fair commercial profit at 4s. per 
1000 feet. They could not understand, however, why a monopoly should be 
continued at 4s. 6d., whilst they were ready to give a supply at 6d. less. 
** That your petitioners also object to the said bill, and the works thereby 
soapuesli as calculated to establish an unfair competition with them; and 
the powers sought for will disturb, and in some cases destroy, the mains 
pipes, and works of your petitioners, and most injuriously interfere with an 
damage their property, rights, and interests, and their means of supplying 
the public and private gas lighting of the said town and district.” ere 
could be no doubt that a competing company in Aberdare would affect, and 
probably injuriously affect, the existing company; but the question was 
whether the public would derive an advantage by being properly served with 
The existing company were not incorporated—they had no existence 
under Act of Parliament—there was no guarantee compelling them to supply 
er 
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any particular quantity or quality of gas; whilst the promoters, on theo 
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hand, asked to be placed under parliamentary restrictions, and to be bound 
to give a supply that would satisfactorily mest the requirements of the town. 

ere was also a petition from the local board, which was much to the same 
effect, and no doubt a good deal would be made out of the point as to who 
the promoters of the bill actually were. 


Tuespay, Aprit 13. 
Mr. James Hill, examined by Mr. Micuakt. 

I live at Aberdare, and am one of the stewards of the Wesleyan Chapel. 
In August, 1867, it was necessary to put in some gas-fittings. We saw the 
gas manager, and asked him as to the price. He said that he thought he 
ought not to give it, asit might open up competition. We then got our 
fit nae from a member of the chapel, and the same day we had our gas cut off. 
We afterwards saw the directors, and were told that we could have the gas, 
provided we allowed them 20 per cent. on the fittings which we had then 
obtained. 

Mr. John Wm. Dyke, examined by Mr, Ricuarps, 

I am an innkeeper at Aberdare. I am not satisfied with the gas sup- 
plied to me by the company. It is bad in quality; sometimes we get our 
emg covered in an hour from the sulphurous emanations, We pay 6s. per 

000 feet, whilst at Cardiff, Swansea, and other places they pay less. The 
public generally are dissatisfied with it. I am one of the directors of the 
new company, and have taken that position in consequence of being so dis- 
satisfied with the existing state of things. I can speak as to the bad quality 
of the gas for the last 12 years. It has been better of late. I am the second 
largest consumer in the parish. Several meetings have been held in Aber- 
dare respecting the a The consumers wanted to induce the old company 
to improve the quality and reduce the price. On Saturday nights, when 
the market-house is lit, there is a deficiency in quantity. Sometimes I am 
obliged to use candles just to help the gas out. I have had to supply candles 
to my customers, notwithstanding that the gas has been turned on. I re- 
member meetings being held in 1862. There was a discussion amongst the 
tradesmen then about a new company coming forward. Shortly after this 
agitation the company reduced their pee from 6s. to 5s. 6d. generally, and 
5s. to large consumers. Strangers who come say that it is the worst gas in 
South Wales, except Llanelly. I have contemplated the erection of small 
works myself. I joined the new company immediately on the appearance 
of the parliamentary notice. I am satisfied with the price and quality 
offered by them—namely, 14-candle gas and a maximum price of 5s, I have 
10 shares in the company, and supposing the bill passes I intend to increase 
the number. I remember a deputation going to the local board. They said 
they would leave the two companies to fight it out, and would not take any 
part init. The local board, in opposing this bill, are not representing the 
general feeling in Aberdare. I do not think the peple of Aberdare would 
epproye of the new company purchasing the old works. I do not believe 
the old company would have given a pledge to come to Parliament, if it had 
not been for the formation of the new company. I have always thought it 
has been perfectly useless to complain to them, as far as gas was concerned. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Jonnson: I became a shareholder within the 
last month. There was a porting about Christmas, attended by eight 
or ten tradesmen. I became a director in March. I have about 60 
lights in my house, and two meters, I believe of 10 lights each. I use ordi- 
nary burners throughout. I have always complained to the managers, and 
not to the directors. They haye not been written complaints, but complaints 
made when I have met them in the streets, I do not remember any public 
meeting being held since 1862 as to the supply of gas. I believe that the 
consumers themselves have met from time to time since this bill has been 
brought forward. They have met at my house continually. The deputation 
to the local board was on the 9th of March. The shares are £10 shares, The 
first prospectus was issued on the 4th of January. My name only appeared 
on the last, which was issued on the 9th of March. 

Re-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: The meetings at my house were attended 
by the principal gas consumers. I have added a great number of lights 
since 1 first occupied the hotel. I am aware that a 10-light meter will 
allow gas for 15 lights to work through it, I never thought it necessary to 
complain by letter. 

By the Committee: The meter is supplied by the company. I consider 
that it would be their business to supply me with a proper one. I have paid 
for the meter, and have never declined to put a larger one. I have never 
been asked to do so, 

Mr. Ricnarps: I am told that the lights used by the witness are 
‘*3-feet fignts, and that the meter, though it is called a 10-light meter, 
is with reference to 5-feet lights, consequently the measurement is consi- 
derably greater than what has been stated. 

Mr, W. Thomas, examined by Mr. MicHazt. 

Tama chemist at Aberdare, and a consumer of gas, At one time the 
supply was very inadequate, and we have been obliged to burn candles. It 
has been better since the new company has been agitated. The quality is 
better than it has been, and it is anything but good now. In times past it 
was filthy. When my shop was closed at nine o’clock I have found the stench 
so abominable that I had to use candles. I remember a man suing the 
company in the county court for blacking his goods, I have known the 
gos lacken my plate in one night. The gas has been better since 1862. 

t is now far from pure. I had to take down some gilt mouldings in my 
drawing-room, and they were so blackened that I could hardly tell what 
they were. I have taken an active part in the gas agitation. Previously to 
1862 the price was 7s. It was then reduced to 6s. and 5s. 6d. I remember 
one of the directors saying that if they could get paid for all the gas they 
made they could afford to sell it at a less price. They said their mains were 
so bad that a good deal of gas escaped as leakage. ‘Ihe people generally 
complained, and the feeling is that they ought to support the bill. They do 
not approve of the local board purchasing the works of the old company. 

Cross-examined by the Hon. G. SomEksET: I took an interest in the new 
company as soon as the parliamentary notices were out, I had conversations 
with Mr, Linton about it. I saw the prospectus that was issued first, but I 
cannot say whether there were blanks for the names of the solicitors, bankers, 
and so forth. I became a director of the company about the 9th of March. 
I have seen the progpects with the names of three gentlemen only as pro- 
visional directors—Mr, E. H. J, Craufurd, M.P.; Mr. G. Glover, Ranelagh 
Road, London; and Mr. E. E. Hooper, Caterham, Surrey. ‘There was no 
solicitor’s name on the prospectus issued on the 9th of March. Mr. Linton 
said, at one of the deputation meetings, that he did not attend as solicitor to 
the company, but asa ratepayer. I have detected a smell in the gas, and 
you would if you had been there. I cannot fix the date when it was so 
extremely bad. I have smelt it within two years, and have made complaints 
to the collectors and other persons connected with the old company. I 
bought my fittings of the company when I wished to do so. The complaints 
as to the inadequacy of the gas on Saturdays were made prior to the last 
eighteen months or two years, A man named Flintoff, whom I dare say you 
know by reputation, came down in 1862, and lectured on gas. 








Re-examined by Mr, Ricuarps: Everybody attended the meetings who 
chose to do so, 

Mr. John Johns, examined by Mr, Micuazt, 

I am one of the provisional directors of the new company, The supply 
from the old company has been bad, the gas impure, and the price higher 
than it ought to be. I attended as one of the deputation to the old company 
in 1862. They said we ought not to press them too hardly; they had been 
unfortunate in their works, and they were not in a position to reduce the 
price considering the profits made. I have been obliged at times to get 
candles, It has been improved lately, but it is not now such as it ought to 
be. The secretary assured me there was ample pressure on, and he did not 
appear to be open to conviction. The public lighting of the town is insuf- 
ficient. There are many places where the lamps are not lit at all, and 
many large districts, in fact, have not a emp in them. The local board 
have said that the gas apparatus is not equal tothe demand. The public 
feeling is decidedly in favour of the new company. The local board have 
not called a meeting to ascertain the feeling of the inhabitants as to their 
purchasing the new works, and this is what we complain of, 

Cross-examined by Mr. Jounson: The persons composing the old com- 
pany, I believe, are locally interested. I know that, previously to 1862, the 
works had been under lease to other ) tome and that, since that time, they 
have been under the management of the company themselves. The price 
has been reduced once to large consumers, and twice to small ones, since 
1862. I am aware it is now proposed to reduce it to 4s, 6d. Aberdare con- 
sists principally of one street, with others extending laterally. It is occu- 
per by a good many miners. I am a bootmaker. My shop is a low one, 

ut my house is above the works considerably. The inadequacy of gas has 
occurred at all times—Sunday nights as well as others. When I complained 
to the secretary, he asked me whether my fittings were imperfect. I told 
him that I had good light at times. I cannot say how long my fittings have 
been in use. . 

Re-examined by Mr. MicnaEL: The local board ought to light all streets, 
whether they are paved or not. The lighting in all parts of the town is 
defective. I do not confine my complaints specially to Saturdays. The 
supply since 1862 has not been sufficient to meet with the approval of the 
inbsbstents. I should say that not a tenth of the streets are lighted. The 
chairman of the local board said that the petition against the bill was only 
for the sake of getting clauses, and nothing more. 

Rev. D. M. Jenkins, examined by Mr. Micuaz, ’ 

I am one of the provisional directors of this company. I have a list of 
the streets in Aberdare. They number 143, of which 27 are lighted through- 
out, and 107 are without gas entirely. I applied to the gas company to haye 
gas laid on to my house from the nearest main, which was 130 yards off. I 
selected the fittings at the office of the company. Mr. Ridgway said there 
would be no difficulty, providing three or four more persons consented to 
being supplied as wall After waiting for several weeks, he said that the 
directors could not supply me unless I had gas in every room, and burnt it 
regularly. They said that the cost would be £20. I told them I could get 
it done for half the amount. I then drew ap a requisition to the local board, 
asking them to light the street which was being constructed, and it was 
numerously signed. The reply was, that when the board thought it neces- 
sary to increase the supply to the public lights, they would consider the 
application I had made. The district in which I live is thickly populated, 
and there are no lights. The rateable value of the houses in the street in 
which I live ranges from £30 to £7 or £8. I was afterwards told that the 
local board were not in a position to extend their mains, but that shortly 
they would have to take the whole question of the pre lighting into their 
consideration. The district has not been lighted, There are complaints 
respecting the gas, both as to quantity and quality. The chapel in which I 
preech is inadequately supplied. Very frequently I cannot keep the gas 

urning in the vestry when the lights are on in the chapel. I have a gas- 
stove in the vestry, which burns very nearly all day, but the gas goes out 
when the chapel is lighted. Ihave heard the local board say that they 
would not interfere, but would let both parties fight their battle out between 
them. Subsequently, they have said that it was their intention to join the 
old company, who were to pay all expenses, and they inferred that the town 
ought to be satisfied with the terms which the company offered, and with 
the pledge they had given to go to Parliament for further powers. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Jounson: I have never been a member of the 
local board. I believe there are numbers of streets which have been adopted 
by the local board, but in which public lights have not been introduced. 

Mr. W. Morris, examined by Mr. Micwaet, 
I purchased the fittings 


r. 

I keep the Welsh Harp Inn, Commercial Street. 
of the assignees of the former occupier, who was a bankrupt. For the gas- 
fittings, meter, and removeable trade fittings, I paid £65. The gas had been 
cut off, and on asking them to supply me, they said they would not until I 


had paid the bill of the previous occupier, amounting to £14 18s. 4d. He 
had gone to America. The bill ran over three months, I paid it, and then 
the gas was supplied in about a week. I communicated with Mr. Morgan 
Williams, the chairman of the company. He said that I was bound to pay, 
notwithstanding I had paid the assignees for the fittings provioyerg. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Jonnson: I succeeded a person named Baynham, 
The fittings had been supplied by the company. I cannot say whether they 
had been paid for. I only know that I paid for the gas-fittings, because 
they appear in the inventory. 

Re-examined by Mr. MicHagx: I paid a lump sum to the assignees, 

By Mr. Jonnson: I heard that the gas company lost a considerable sum 
by not being paid for the gas which they had supplied to Baynham. 

Mr. John Bullman, examined by Mr. MicHakL. 
Iamadraper. In the autumn of last year I applied to the old company 
to put gas into my house. They supplied the fittings and a meter. I wanted 

to rent a meter, as I had done at Merthyr, but they refused to allow me, 

Mr. Jounnson: I admit that; it was universally the case. 

Mr. John Jenkins, examined by Mr. Micuakt, 

I am a grocer, and one of the provisional directors of the new company. 
In 1859, when I opened my shop, I applied to the company for fittings. I 
wanted a peculiar kind of light—a reflector—but they wished me to purchase 
a glass chandelier which they had in stock, but which I did not approve of. 
Ultimately I persuaded them to allow me to get a reflector myself. The 
supply of gas is not sufficient, the quality is indifferent, and the illuminating 
power is not such as to give satiafaction. The consumers generally are not 
contented with the supply. Ido not think any one is satisfied with it. I 
and my brother have taken 10 shares in the new company, 

Mr. W. H. Marshall, examined by Mr, Micuazt, 

I am the managing clerk to Messrs. Marriott, Jordan, and Cooper, parlia- 
mentary agents. I have examined the register of the old company. The 
capital, I find, was £2000. There were 334 shares taken in 1850, I did not 
find that the 27th section of the company’s Act of 1867 has been complied 
with, and they are subject to penalties. They have no power to declare a 
dividend, or to sue in their name, 
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Cross-examined by Mr. Jounson: I cannot say whether the new com- 
y was originated at the office of Messrs. Marriott, Jordan, and Cooper, I 
ve seen Mr, Stevenson, the gas engineer, there. I cannot say whether he 
has any local connexion with Aberdare, I cannot tell who “ our client” is, 
as mentioned in the letter produced. 
Mr. E, G. Price, examined by Mr. Micuazt. 

I am an accountant and auctioneer, and the secretary to the new company. 
The number of shares taken is 539; they are £10 shares, We have received 
deposits of £1 per share to the amount of £487. I have not called fy a all 
the parties for deposits. We shall certainly raise the capital required by this 
Var namely, £30,000, in 3000 £10 shares. Our original capital was 





,000. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Jounson : I have been secretary for one or two 
months. The first intimation I had was from Mr. Linton. I am only pro- 
visionally suprinnen. I corresponded with Mr. James on the subject of a 
negotiation for purchasing the old company. They wished to know who 
the promoters of the bill were before they considered it, and what number 
of shares were taken, I replied that, with the exception of two, the gentle- 
men named in the prospectus were directors, and that a great number of 
shares were taken. Ultimately the correspondence ceased, on our declining 
to give them further information. I cannot remember when the first share 
was taken. The application and the taking of shares was all subsequent to 
the 9th of March. On that day I attended a deputation to the local board. 
Mr. James asked me for information which I did not give him. He asked 
me who was the chairman of the directors, I told him that he was a local 
gentleman ; I declined to give his name. Mr. James voluntarily said that 
no local gentleman, in his opinion, was connected with it. My impression 
was that he was trying to get at information which I was not called upon to 
supply. All that we wanted at that meeting was to ask the local board not 
to interfere. 
Re-examined by Mr. Micuart: Mr. James was a director of the old gas 
company, and had nothing to do with the local board. He was there for the 
purpose of wy iY petition sealed by the board. 
G. W. Stevenson, Esq., examined by Mr. Micuart. 

|. Tama gasengineer. I was at Merthyr in the autumn of last year, on 

business entirely unconnected with this bill, when I met Mr. Linton, and 
he told me of the dissatisfaction which existed at Aberdare with regard to 
the existing company, and also the agitation which had taken place in 
previous years. He told me that a new gas company was much wanted, and 
that if one were formed it would find very great support from the consumers 
and ratepayers of Aberdare. The parliamentary elections were pending 
then, and Mr. Linton said that it would be useless to attempt to divert the 
attention of the people from the all-absorbing topic, so as to get their con- 
sent to the insertion of parliamentary notices and the taking of the prelimi- 
nary steps fora bill in Parliament; and I told him that I had friends in 
London, capitalists, who, no doubt, would take the initiative in the matter, 
proyided that, when the time came for the local gentlemen to give their 
support, that support was forthcoming. On my return to London I commu- 
nicated with the gentlemen who signed the petition for the bill, and the 
instructed me, on a knowledge of the circumstances, to communicate wit 
Messrs. Marriott, Jordan, and Cooper, the parliamentary agents, for those 
pe to prepare the bill. After that I again went to Aberdare, and saw 

r. Linton, and he convened a meeting at his office, and those who attended 
stated to me the "gee and to which they considered themselves exposed, in 
consequence of the arbitrary conduct of the existing company and the in- 
sufficient supply which they obtained. They promised to support a new 
company, if one was formed. They were some of the principal tradesmen of 
the town. There are about 4000 houses in Aberdare and Aberaman, with a 
population of about 22,000, and about 400 consumers of gas. Communica- 
tions were opened with the local board, and a committee of their body was 
epecetee to consider the bill. After the lapse of some little time they sent 
it back to London with a number of clauses, the bulk of which were agreed 
to by the promoters, with some modifications which were introduced in the 
interest both of the mee and the public. ‘The requirements of the local 
board which had to be modified were so monstrous that no company could 
assent to them. One requirement was that if the company did not, within 
three years after the passing of the Act, lay mains or pipes along the public 
roads throughout the limits of the Act, it should be competent to the local 
board to order them to lay down the mains. We assented to their purchasing 
the works if they required. The clause which we objected to mostly was a 
power on the part of the local board to insist upon our occupying the whole 
of the district, laying pipes to the extreme limit upon their order, whether 
there was a demand from the householders for gas or not, and totally irre- 
spective of = f obligation on their part to light the roads along which the 
pipes were laid. We assented to that condition if we did not within three 
— lay our =e to those outiaying districts. There are clumps of 

ouses outlying Aberdare, to which there ought to be a supply of gas, and 
the stipulation was, that if we did not within three years lay our mains to 
those places the local board should call upon us to do so, whether it paid us 
or not. That could not be assented to for a moment, and we provided that 
the local board should light the roads or streets along which they required 
us to lay the mains, and that there should be application from 20 occupiers 
of houses.to us to lay down the gas for them. We sent a clause in substitu- 
tion, so as to meet the views of both sides. ‘They propose a reduction of 
the price of public lights to a maximum of 3s. 6d., with the power from time 
to time to arbitrate as to whether that should be reduced. That is totally 
contrary to the practice of Parliament at the present day. There is no ground 
for making any distinction between the — charged for private and public 
lights. It is usual to insert a clause that the gas supplied to the public 
lights shall be charged at a rate not higher than the lowest price charged to 
any private consumer. And another clause was that the local board should 
themselves test the gas. After they had expressed themselves in favour of 
the new company, [ and Mr. Cooper went down to Aberdare to attend a 
meeting by appointment on the 28th of January, for the purpose of ex- 
plaining the amended clauses; but, to our astonishment, when we were 
called into the board-room, it was not to permit us to say anything, or to be 
heard, but to hear a letter read from the old company, and a resolution of 
the local board passed consequent upon the receipt of that letter. 

Mr. Jounson here stated that he would not enter into the question of 
clauses. 

_ The Cuarrman stated that the committee thought it useless to carry the 
investigation on that point further. 

Examination resumed: I have formed a very strong opinion as to the 
necessity of new works at Aberdare, and I believe there is a legitimate 
commercial opening for a new company. I think so, apart from special 
circumstances, because of the magnitude of the place; it contains upwards 
of 30,000 inhabitants, and the population and the number of houses are 
rapidly increasing, and also because the works of the existing company are 
not now and never have been ane of supplying more than one-fifth of 
the population. I have not made photometric experiments of the illumi- 
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nating power of the gas, because the company are under no obligation to 
supply a certain standard of illuminating power, and therefore it was idle 
to take down a photometer with the view of determining whether or not 
pre ba supplying a certain quality of gas; but the eye was quite enough to 
enable me to judge of the illuminating power there, It was so bad that in 
the Boot Hotel, with four gaslights overhead, I was obliged to have two 
candles on the table to see to write, and that on each occasion when I was 
there. I should think it is not more than 12-candle gas. The price is too 
high ; 4s. per 1000 feet will pay 10 per cent. dividend upon a proper capital, 
but I dare say the company cannot afford to supply it at 4s., because they 
do not occupy the district. Their business is not Jarge enough. It is — 
for a company to refuse to supply incoming tenants until they bave paid the 
arrears of the outgoing ones; but where a company is not under parlia- 
mentary obligations a consumer has no remedy. He must have gas of such 
a quality and such a price, and on such terms as the omen choose to 
supply him with, or he must go without it. The existing public lighting of 
the district is simply miserable. The light supplied to each public lamp is 
not so very bad, but the public lamps are so few; and I ascertained that the 
mains of the company are not laid down in the streets required to be lighted, 
and therefore the local board, if they were ever so disposed, could not light 
the district. The bulk of the town is unlighted, and the very heart of the 
town is the same. I do not blame the local board at all; they have not the 
means of lighting the town. I should say that only 36 streets out of 143 
are lighted. In the outlying districts, there are 360 houses in Abernant, and 
a population of 1980; Capcock, 180 houses and 990 population; Cwmamman, 
365, ouses and 3007 population; at Cwmbach, 650 houses and a population 
of 3575; at Cwmdare, 150 houses and 825 population; at Llwydcoed, 256 
houses and 1408 pulation ; at Penwaen, 75 houses and 402 population ; at 
Roberstown, 105 houses and 577 population; making a total of 2141 houses 
and a population of 11,764, all of which are without any means of getting 
gas. The quantity of gas supplied in a year throughout the country wil 
average about 2000 feet per head of the population. ‘he quantity here is 
short of 400, I think the people enema A able to get the supply of gas 
would bring up the average to something like 2000 feet per head, but then 
the district is not occupied. Ihave provided for making 30 million cubic 
feet to begin with at the new works, if they are established; the largest 
daily make would be 162,000 cubic feet per day. The cost of works, lands, 
arliamentary and preliminary expenses, an working ca ital would be a 
ittle short o £40,000. In this estimate I have included the cost of main- 

pipes, distributing-pipes, and a service equal to deliver double 30 million 
cubic feet. I have arranged so that the works could be duplicated when 
required. The mains would remuin as they pager | extensions would | 
be added to them ; and the works would be added to without altering their | 
character at all, as it might be required from time to time. We propose to | 
give 14 sperm candle gas. The local coal would not be used entirely, as we | 
intend to adopt 10 per cent. of Wigan cannel, which would cost 27s. per ton 
there. This, of course, would act upon the price, therefore 4s. for 14-candle 
gas is very much cheaper than it at first sight appears, as compared with 
the present 4s, 6d. for 12-candle gas. I have made an estimate of the profit 
to be derived. The total income from the sale of 27 million cubic feet of 
gas during the year (that is, allowing 10 per cent. for condensation and 
leakage, and so on) would be £6467; that is at the price of 4s. I should lay 
service-pipes gratis to all the consumers, and let meters on hire at a rental 
of 15 per cent. ; that would be 7} per cent. for the interest on capital, and 
74 per cent. for repairs and depreciation. The life of a meter I should take 
at 10 or 12 or 15 years, The expenditure I estimate at £3776, and the net 
profit—because Ihave included in that expenditure everything that could 
possibly arise—would be £2691, showing more than 10 per cent. 

Mr. Mricuazx: In reality you would be trustees for the public as to any 
further profits, as you are limited to 10 per cent. + 

Witness: The fact is that if the company could sell 27 million feet of gas 
they would not be entitled to charge 4s. The Gas-Works Clauses Act would 
come into operation immediately, and they would be compelled to reduce a 
little; therefore as our profits increased we should be compelled to reduce 
the price to the consumers. There are stringent regulations by which the 
public are protected. The accounts are obliged to be filed with the clerk of 
the peace, so that the consumers and ratepayers can see for themselves what 
the profits of the company are. The company certainly offers advantages 
which the people of yy ose A never had before. It is really a consumers 
company, and it offers a better quality of gas than they have ever had—14 
sperm candles in unlimited quantity, with power to any individual to demand 
and have a supply of gas, because it is compulsory. Then there is the 
annual publication of the accounts ; the protection, by immediate test, as to 
illuminating power and purity; security against an incoming tenant being 
debited with the arrears of an outgoing tenant; power to the company to let 
meters, and a compulsion upon them to give a service-pipe without charge; 
and if they sup iy the public lamps, they can have the average meter 
indication, which is the modern mode of estimating the consumption of 
public lamps. And there is a power to the local board to compel the supply 
to lamps within a certain distance of any main, The present works are only 
competent to supply about 6000 people, as far as I can judge. They send 
out their gas to a certain extent unpurified. It contains sulphuretted 
hydrogen to a large extent. I satisfied myself of that when at Aberdare, 
Of course it is desirable, in the interests of consumers, that gas should be as 
free as possible from those compounds; sulphuretted hydrogen is an 
abomination, and is injurious to health and to goods exposed to its influence. 

Witness then handed in the following statement :— 

ABERDARE AND ABERAMAN ConsUMERS GAS. 
Estimated Income and Expenditure on a Make of 30 Million Feet and a Sale of 
27 Million Feet per .— of 14 Sperm Candle Gas. 
ncome. 











27,000,000 feet of gas sold for all purposes, at 4s. . £5,400 
ee ee ee ee 550 
1167 tons of coke, at 6s. . 350 
Tarandliquor, . . ». + 2 «© « 167 

£6,467 


Expenditure. 
$000 tons ofcoal,atl0s.10d..... . 

333°333 tons of Wigan cannel, at 27s. ste PG 
Purification, at6d.perton. . . . . « «© «© «© *© «= 8 83 
Wages on the works, at2s.9d.perton. . . . . + * « 
Repairs of works, mains, services, and meters, at 2s, per ton . 
Managerandsecretary. .... ++ +++ 8 © » 
Clerk andcollecttor . ...+.+++++s ee 8 80 


Directors andauditors . . . . 100 
Bad debts, at 1 per cent. on rental a 


Office rent, rates, and taxes. a er a eee a 

Incidentals and generalcharges . . . . + . +++ =~ SL 

Renewal of works, mains, meters, and services, at 1 per cent. 

a ae a a Se avate ’ ws 6 
——£3,7 


£2,691 














a TS 
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Estimated Cost of Works to Produce 30 Million Feet per Annum, or 162,000 Feet 
per Diem in Mid- Winter. 
54 16-in. round retorts, in settings of 6 each, with fittings all complete. £1,080 
Condenser for 7000 feet perhour. .......... =. «x4 
Chee he oe ee a res 
Engine, boiler, and exhauster . tr 
4 8-feet square purifiers and connexions elke, 20). 
Station-meter, £120; governor, £48. . . . .....+e-s 
2 60-feet gasholders and tanks, 22 feet deep = 124,000 cubic feet, or 
more than 3-4ths daily make ge ey a kee 





360 
300 
400 
168 


2,480 
. "250 
80 


10 connecting-pipes and valves on works 


Weigh-bridge and fixing Fe Ie ee ae Oe ae ee ee 

The buildings, consisting of retort-house and shatt, engine and boiler 
house and shed, coalestore for 150 tons, meter and governor house, 
foreman’s house and office, stores and smithy, boundary walls, 
drains, formation of road, and generally on the works. : ie te 

The distributing ‘apparatus. . . ....4... 

2500 services to public lamps and private consumers. 

2100 meters of various sizes Ole Ge) de -silttes 

Anacreandahalfofland. ..... 

Engineer’s commission on works and mains 

Preliminary and parliamentary x 

Working capital. . ... 


£23,617 
The main pipeage is calculated for a delivery of 60 million feet per annum. 

Cross-examined 7 Mr. Jounson : You are not indebted to me for the bill, 
but simply to yourselves. I was deputed by the London promoters, Mr. Linton, 
and others locally interested, to communicate with Messrs. Marriott, Jordan, 
and Cooper, and to prepare the parliamentary notices, &c. The gentlemen 
who signed the petition for the bill are the same whose names appeared in 
the first instance as the members of the company to be incorporated. Mr. 
Glover is a meter manufacturer in Pimlico, oe Mr. Evans Hooper a surgeon 
at Caterham, a gentleman who is much interested in gas, and who is getting 
up a gas company at Caterham at the present time. As a professional man, 
I naturally laid before them what I had heard, and I told them if they liked 
to enter into it it would be a good thing for them. They have no more con- 
nexion with Aberdare than I have. The prospectus you have is a private 
copy. It was put into your hands by tse clients, and I call it a breach of 
faith. It is not a public document, and is not in accordance with the printed 
prospectus issued subsequently. 

The Cuatrman said that the learned counsel had better withdraw the 
prospectus, 

Witness : I do not know of any prospectus issued before the month of 
March. The document you have is a draft of a proposed prospectus which 
was handed to the clerk of the local board, and which he refused to return 
when the board refused to support the new company. 

The CHAtrMAN thought it undesirable that the matter should be gone into. 

Witness : I frequently prepare prospectuses myself, and in this particular 
instance I did so. Ido not expect to be engineer of the works. I have 
many times taken bills through Parliament, and then the company have 
called in somebody else. One of the clauses gives an option to the local 
board of purchasing the works. I consider such a clause desirable. I think 
that. gas-works and water-works are very safe, generally speaking, in the 
hands of local authorities, and I never oppose it. Asa rule, and a general 





prince, I think that the local authorities should be the persons to have the 
control of those works. The remote part of the district, I think, is about two 
miles from the site of the works. Most of the houses are occupied by cot- 
tagers, but they are not what are called cottages; they are houses which are 


|| let on the average of about £8 rental. 


Mr. Jonnson: Do you mean to say that in such places you expect to 
introduce the consumption of gas > 
Witness: I do most certainly, and I will poze a case in point. I was 
engineer for ten years to the corporation of Halifax. The corporation took 
those works from a company in the year 1856. At that time there were 8000 
houses in the place, and only 2000 consumers. At the expiration of five 
ears from that time, by the introduction of a liberal policy—that is, by 
| laying the andr a gratis, and letting the meters on hire, which this 
| compan have not done—there were 97 per cent. of all the houses in Halifax 
|supplied with gas, only 3 per cent. being unsupplied. I think this is a 
| Strong case to show that when working people have the opportunity of getting 
| gas they do avail themselves of it. In oe at the net profits or gross 
; receipts in this case I have not quite assumed 97 per cent. of the people 
| would take gas. I have only at present proposed to take mains through- 
,out Aberdare and Aberaman, and two adjoining places—Robertstown 
‘and Cwmbach. I assume the gross rental at £6467. There are 4800 
houses in the district that I propose to pipe, and I have assumed that 
within a couple of years we shall supply 2100 consumers. When the gas 
| was first lighted at the Boot Hotel we saw pretty well, because the flame was 








fully developed—that is, there was sufficient pressure—but when the con- 
‘sumption got into the town the flame dwindled down. There was, in fact, a 
deficiency of pressure. It was not a Saturday night. I did not hear 
the evidence exactly as to the hotel only being furnished with two 10-light 
meters. Ifthe meters were not large enough, of course a sufficient quantity 
of gas could not pass through them. I cannot say whether two 10-light 
meters are sufficient for the supply of that hotel. The company’s capital 


‘, Was increased at the request of the local board from £20,000 to £30,000. 


| 


The chairman thought that £20,000 would not be sufficient, and I coincided 
if we were to supply the whole of the district; but I did not contemplate 
going so far afield at first, and I expected that we should trench upon our 
borrowing powers, which are to the extent of one-fourth of our capital. 
| There is no obligation to construct the works, but if we do construct them 


‘,and lay mains we shall be compelled to supply people who apply for gas 





within a certain distance (20 yards) of those mains. 

Mr. Ricuarps :, Which clause is that ? 

Witness ; Clause 20. .‘‘The company sball, at the request in writing of 
| the owner or occupier of any house,-building, factery, or premises, or any 
public body or private company having premises within the limits of this 
| Act, and within 20 yards of which premises any main gas-pipe of the com- 
' pany shall be then laid, furnish to such owner or ovcupier, public body, or 
private company, a sufficient supply of gas for such house, building, factory, 
or premises, together with a meter, and so much of the service-pipe as 
shall be necessary to communicate between the main-pipe of the company 


I, and such meter.’ 


Re-examined by Mr. MicHagL: When the works are established it will 


| be in the power of the local board to compel the company from time to 


time to extend their mains, if the local board are prepared to put up public 
‘lights within distances, I believe, of 70 yards. And then, if we come within 


| 60 feet, any private consumer may compel us also to supply without any 


| 
| 


sexpense tohim. We intended, when we exhausted our capital of £20,000, 
ito come to Parliament again ; but the local board put this obligation on us, 
‘and say, ‘You must take larger capital power, in order to meet the larger 
\ requirements,” 
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. “By the Comnrrree : I estimate the cost of everything at £24,000, as 


being necessary to provide for the manufacture of 30 million cubic feet 
of gas per annum. ‘l'hat is on the whole of the works. The main-pipes are 
assumed to have a life of 70 years at least—the buildings from 50 to 70 
years. The meters are the most perishable parts of the works, and they are 
assumed to havea life of from 10 to 15 years. 

The Committee: But with respect to the works themselves, do you not 
estimate that the renewal of the pipes may take place, and that larger 
mains may be required, and works of that description ? 

Witness : That is replacement, and that comes under a different head from 
renewal. Renewal is that sum which satisfies a compound interest at, say, 
4 per cent. per annum to reproduce the cost of the original works. 

he ComMMITTEE: But how do you replace the mains? 

Witness : That comes out of further capital; repairs come out of annual 
expenditure. A renewal-fund is another word for a depreciation-fund—that 
is, a fund which is proper to the restoration of the works where they have 
become dead. Extensions of works, of course, come out of capital. 

Alfred Penny, Esq., examined by Mr. RicHarps. 

I am an engineer, and have been engaged for many years past in the 
erection and management of gas-works. 

The CHAIRMAN intimated that if Mr. Penny was called merely to support 
Mr. Stevenson, it would not be necessary to examine him at any great 
length, as the estimates had not been objected to. 

By Mr. Ricuarps: I know Aberdare very well. I erected works at 
Mountain Ash, in the neighbourhood. I confirm Mr. Stevenson as to the 
probable increase in the consumption when the new company is established 
as also in =eve to the preparation which he has made for the future, and 
the power which there is of adding to the new works. 

Cross-examined by Mr. JouHNson: I assume, from my knowledge of 
Aberdare, a leakage of only 10 per cent. I consider that pipes can be laid 
so as to reduce the leakage to that extent. The ground may be underworked 
there, but I saw no subsidence in the appearance of the houses. I have 
made my own calculations as to the receipts and expenditure in this case, 
and they run very much on all fours with Mr. Stevenson’s. I have worked 
it in another waf, but the result is pretty nearly the same. I assume the 
same per centage of cottagers taking gas, and for the reason that when I 
built the works at Mountain Ash I carried the gas into scores of cottages 
there—more <ottages, in fact, than shops, Out of 143 streets, as many as 
107 remain unlighted, and a very large number of those houses or cottages, 
or whatever they may be, would be lighted if their occupiers had the chance. 
I have assumed that the great bulk of the streets ought to have mains laid 
down them, and we intend to do so. 

Mr. JoHnson: What do you mean by “ we” ?—are you the contractor to 
the works ? 

Witness: When I say we, I mean the company. 1 have nothing what- 
ever to do with the company, except appearing here as a skilled witness. 

Mr. Jounson: But you said “ we" intend, which is rather a significant 
expression. Are you a contractor ? 

itness: Yes, Iam, as well as an engineer. The cottages of which I 
have spoken as having been lit with gas at Mountain Ash were the property 
of the owner of the gas-works there. 

Re-examined by Mr. Ricnarps: I never heard of a cheaper light than 
gas, and there is no reason why the inhabitants of a cottage should not get 
the cheapest light that can be supplied. In Scotland we know that gas 
lighting is carried down to almost the smallest cottages in towns where 
there are gas-works. The leakage of 10 per cent. would be the unaccounted- 
for gas, and that is ample where the works ure cone properly. 


Mr. Thornton Andrews, anny ed Mr. MIcHAgL. 

I have been manager of the Swansea Gas-Works for the last 13 years. 
Swansea is on the South Wales coal basin, and very much like Aberdare. I 
corroborate the evidence given by Mr. Stevenson and Mr. Penny. The 
leakage at our works is 11°8 per cent. ‘They have been established since 
1825. If we were establishing new works, the leakage would, in my opi- 
nion, be decreased. It has been lower than 11°8, but owing to the opera- 
tions of the local board, at different times, in sewage, it has increased the 
leakage; but now we have got it down to 11*8 again. It has been as low 
as 8 per cent. When I speak of leakage, I mean the unaccounted-for gas, 
and that which is stolen, and the overplus supply to the local board. I do 
not think that a larger amount than 10 per cent, should be put down for 
leakage. The price at Swansea is 3s. 6d. It has been diminished from 4s., 
which is the maximum price in our Act. The price of the common coal 
there is 9s. per ton; the Lothian cannel costs, delivered, 39s. 8d., making 
an average of 133. 9d. per ton. Ours is an exceptional case, because we 
have a railway into our works, and the carriage, and freight, and everything 
is much lower there. We are obliged to mix 8 per cent. of cannel, in order 
to give illuminating power. The Welsh coal would not give an illumi- 
nating power of more than 12 candles. The price at Cardiff is 33, 3d.—3s. 
to large consumers—and I believe there is a low price of 2s, 9d. to the Har- 
bour Trustees or Dock Company, but they are very large consumers. At 
Merthyr the price is 4s. The population there is about the same as that at 
Aberdare, and it is of much the same description. The present pe ulation 
of Aberdare I understand to be from 34, to 38,000. In 1 it was 
22,000. It has increased nearly cent per cent. in 10 years. I consider the 
present works are insufficient for the district. It requires an extension of 
works in various forms. I believe that if works were made on the basis of 
Mr. Stevenson they would be a great benefit to the district. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Jounson: The a in Swansea is from 
55,000 to 60,000, It is equally dull with Aberdare. Both are mining dis- 
tricts essentially. The better class of pane reside outside the district 
which we sup iy with gas. We have a large district still to light. I 
should think that Cardiff has a better description of population than Aber- 
dare, and better than Swansea too. Aberdare is rapidly increasing its cul- 
minating point. I cannot say anything as to whether two out of the four 
iron-works have ceased in Aberdare. I believe that the general trade of the 
district is good. I have put into some cottages at Swansea, but not toa 
large extent. The cottagers live about the hills, and not upon the general 
runs of our mains. In the Moriston district we have carried it into several 
small houses. As a general rule, cottagers do not take the gas because suf- 
ficient advantages are not offered to them. It may be taken as an acknow- 
ledged fact that they do not take gas. 

Re-examined by Mr. MicwaeLt: The longest main from our works is 
4% miles. We have 7 miles to light in a straight line. Merthyr is a fairer 
district to compare with Aberdare than any town you can mention, and it is 
a criterion by which to measure the price of gas. The iron trade in Aber- 
dare is again reviving. The Aberdare steam coal trade is the most im- 
portant of all the South Wales coal district. 


Mr. John Johns recalled, and examined by Mr, MicHazt. 
The present population is from 35,000 to 40,000 persons. ‘There has been 
a posted of exceptional depression in the iron trade. The steam coal trade 
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is one of the greatest importance ; it is the most important one, 
the South Wales coal basin. 
Robert Poulson Spice, Esq., examined by Mr. RicHarps. — 

I am an engineer, and have been engaged for many years in erecting gas- | 
works in various parts of England. I know the works at Aberdare. I agree 
with the opinions that have been expressed as to the probable increase of | 
gas if supplied on the terms proposed by the newcompany. I think that no 
place of the importance of Aberdare, or anything like it, ought to be left in 
the hands of a gas company without parliamentary authority. I have 
checked Mr. Stevenson’s estimate, and find it correct with regard to the | 
construction of the works. I have not gone into the estimate of the result. | 
I think the works proposed would be quite adequate to yield the usual quan- 
tity of gas upon which he has based his estimate. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Jounson: I have not assumed anything about | 
the profits. I have merely dealt with the outlay on the works, and the 
necessity for the establishment of the company. | 

Mr. Ricnanps said that this was the case for the promoters. 

Mr. Jounson asked their lordships to allow him to postpone his address 
until after the witnesses against the bill had been examined, to which the 
committee assented. 

Mr. Evan Jones, examined by Mr. Jonnson. 

I am the secretary and manager of the Aberdare Gas Company. The 
works were started in the autumn of 1848, and in December of that year the 
town was lit with gas. In ~ ay 1849, the mains were extended. The 
Deed of Registration is dated the Ist of January, 1850, and the company 
was registered on the 14th of September following. The capital was £2000, 
with power to increase to £6000, and with a borrowing power of one-third. 
In 1850 the works were leased to Messrs. Waine and Jones for seven years. 
In 1853 there was a tender for a new gasholder, at a cost of £560. In 1855 
the whole length of the district was supplied. In 1857 the works were 
again leased to two other parties, Messrs. s and Richards, for five years ; 
and in 1862 the company took possession themselves, and since then they 
had worked them on their own account. About 1862 they called in Mr. 
Cockey, and had the works reconstructed and the mains relaid. When the 
company took possession they issued the remaining shares, making the total 
share —— £6000. They borrowed £2000 in the course of the years 
1862 and 1863, and this represented their present capital. In 1866 they 
built a new retort-house and a whole bench of retorts, and last year they 
expended about £50 upon new stone tanks, and lately they have advertised 
in the JourNnat or Gas Licutine for a new gasholder, and several tenders 
have been sent in in consequence. We have asked for tenders for two sizes 
—the minimum, for the larger size, would be from £2000 to £2500. ‘The 
maximum dividend that the shareholders have ever received has been 10 per 
cent. They paid 5 per cent. for some years. The average comes to £6 6s. 

recent. It has only been for three years that 10 per cent. has been paid. 

@ proposed company overlie the whole of our district, and they take in 
several surrounding villages. The number of houses in the district is now 
4099. Under £10 the number is 3556; £10 and under £20, 279; £20 and 
under £30, 157 ; £30 and under £40, 53; £40 and under £50, 22; £50 and 
upwards, 82. We do not have any applications from workmen to supply 
their houses with gas. There are 26 chapels, four churches, three railway 
stations, two public buildings, and two British and National Schools; and 
all, with the exception of one chapel, are supplied with gas. The Taff Vale 
Railway Company are the largest consumers. We charge them 5s., which is 
the universal price. I can see no reason pee Aang gas at Mr. Jenkins’s 
chapel should not be satisfactory. There have been times when the supply 
has been deficient, particularly at one time, in 1865, caused by the want of 
retorts, the contractor being unable to carry out his contract. I remember 
some jeweller, in 1863, obtaining oa. -y from the company because the 
gas had tarnished some of his metals. It arose from an accident, the cause 
of which I never could ascertain satisfactorily. 
the gas-maker turning the centre-valve which leads our gas into the puritier. 
and, from what I could gather from the workmen, this centre-valve had 
been left up, and not let down again, so that the gas passed unpurified. It 
a remained so one night. 

y the CommitTEE: I believe Mr. Thomas did say that he had smelt the 
gas. Pure gas, of course, can be smelt. I have had no general complaints 
of late of the quality or quantity of the gas, but I have had complaints of 
defective fittings, and we Lag fitter to attend to those complaints, and 
put them right. There have been no meetings, nor any general agitation— 
nothing public as to complaints. The first intimation we had of the new 
company was the publication of the parliamentary notices in the news- 
papers. It was a surprise to the whole town, I believe. The shareholders 
of our company are, for the most part, local persons. The total number of 
consumers in 1862 was 278; 1863, 293; 1864, 299; 1865, 327, 1866, 363; 
1867, 397 ; and in 1868, there were 416. We have never refused any appli- 
cations, except they have been made Le who reside at a remote 
distance from the mains. There would be no difficulty in supplying more 
customers, if a supply was required. In respect to the case in which Mr. 
Morris complained of having had to pay the bill of an outgoing tenant, 1 
believe there was a considerable arrear of gas—£10—which was never paid. 
The directors have been paid £50 for three years as a remuneration for their 
services. 

Cross-examined by Mr. MrcuaExL: We have kept no capital account. The 
whole capital has been expended. I cannot say why the company have not 
conformed to the Act, and sent from time to time a register of the share- 
holders to the registrar of joint-stock companies. There isan account in the 
ledger showing how the capital of the — has been expended, and the 
banking account is the same. We keep a banking account exclusively con- 
fined to the capital account. The working of this year would be sufficient 
to pay 134 per cent., if we left no reserve to pay for current expenses. Last 
year we had been enabled to make that profit, and we intended to carry the 
remainder down for reserve. I was not secretary in 1867. The accounts 
are not published and submitted to the shareholders. There are accounts 
kept for 1867, but the material is so very imperfect that I could not make 
out a proper balance-sheet to certify its correctness. 

Mr. JoHNsoN stated that the preceding manager kept his accounts very 
improperly, and was dismissed at a moment’s notice in consequence. 

t. MicHakL : In the year 1866 I find that the dividend paid was 10 per 
cent. for the year 1865, and it shows a balance at the end of the year of 
£646 18s. 10}d., allowing 10 per cent. to be paid, and carrying on £46 toa 
reserve-fund which did not exist. Repairs of works, building new retort- 
house, and so on, £372 19s. 2d. Asan accountant, do you think that isa 
proper statement to go into your statement of profit and loss > 

itness : I think it might be put in a better way than that. 

Mr. MicuarL: New retorts, hydraulic main, and so on, £723. Do you 
think that is a proper thing to go into your profit and loss statement ? 

Witness : I have no doubt that it correctly represents it. 

Mr. Micuaz.: Be kind enough to add those two amounts together, and 
tell me what it comes to? 


in fact, in | 


I believe it was owing to 





‘itness ; £1095. ; 

Mr. MicuaEL: What per centage would that represent upon the capital 
of the company ? 

Witness: About 15 per cent. 

Mr. Micuar.: Therefore there was earned from the public in that year 
more than 25 per cent. of profit ? 

Witness : Yes; there was a great depreciation. You will find that we 
ap our retort-house at that time, and we did not keep a reserve-fund | 
in hand. 

Mr. Micuart: You take credit that you have only divided 10 per cent., 
and yet you spent in that year more than £1000, and, therefore, the public 
have suffered by your getting more than 25 per cent. 

Witness : The fault was that there was no reserve-fund kept. I cannot 
say where the money is to come from to pay for the new gasholder, £2500, 
unless we get fresh powers from Parliament. The whole of the capital is 
exhausted. I think we could supply about 5000 feet of gas each night more | 
than we now supply. Our storeage power is about 56,000, and our greatest 
day’s supply about 7000 feet. There have not been any general complaints 
as to the deficiency of supply on a Saturday night, or to the chapels on a 
Sunday. ‘There have been complaints sometimes from particular individuals 
who are always harping on the same question. As an inhabitant of Aberdare 
I should certainly like to see more public lamps there. 

Re-examined by Mr. Jonnson: The dividend has never exceeded 10 per 
cent. We have now adopted a reserve-fund, and it amounts to about £275. | 
We have generally paid for repairs and renewals, out of the revenue but I 
cannot say to what amount. 


Wepyespay, Apri 14. 

Rhys H. Rhys, Esq., examined by the Hon. G. Somerset. | 

I am a magistrate of the county of Glamorgan, and a member of the, 
Aberdare Local Board. I was present at the first meeting for forming 
the existing gas company, and was appointed one of the directors. The| 
works were in action p dhe Christmas, 1848. The town was lighted on | 
Christmas Day. In 1857 I and Mr. Richards became lessees, In 1862 
the works went back to the company, and I became one of the directors. 
I first heard of this bill being brought before Parliament at the end of; 
November or the beginning of December last. Mr. Linton culled upon | 
me, and asked me for my opinion. I inquired who the promoters were, | 
and he replied that he was not at liberty to give their > He said | 
that he was instructed by Messrs. Marriott, Jordan, and Cooper, but | 
that he had nothing to do with the company. The promoters, he said, had | 
asked his clients in the town to guarantee the cost. I was told that Mr. | 
Stevenson and Mr. G. Glover had introduced the bill to the local board, and I | 
thought it would be well to support it, as the town and district required to | 
be better lighted, and because I thought the old company was too old- | 
fashioned to do much towards meeting the requirements of the district. The | 
local board suggested various alterations as to lighting the streets, and the | 
petition was left for consideration. I did not know who the solicitors were | 
at that time. I am aware of a letter being sent from the old company to the 
local board in January. It was a proposal to sell the works to the board, or 
to give a pledge to go to Parliament next year. I retired from the chair the | 
moment it was brought forward, thinking it was not right that I should take 
part in the discussion, I being a director of the company at the time.. It} 
was unanimously agreed to accept the proposal, because the companys as I 
suppose, undertook to reduce the price of their gas from the Ist of June next 
to a maximum charge of 4s. 6d., and to enter into a bond to carry out the! 
terms proposed. A resolution was passed by which the board declined to; 
cueer’ the new company. Aberdare has decreased in trade very much of! 
ate. 
works open instead of four. I believe the town has reached its culminating | 
point. The iron-works at Aberaman are closed, and are struck out of the) 
rating list. We have been unfortunate in our managers at the gas-works, | 
having had three in two and a half years. The last of the three left, i! 
believe, in August, 1867. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Richarps: We never paid more than 10 per cent. 
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The coal trade has fallen off materially, and there are only two iron- || 
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dividend. The action against the company for blackening the plate in the ' 


jeweller’s shop was in 1863. I believe the plaintiff recovered £5. I have 
never known an instance of the woeey asking an incoming tenant to pay for | 
gas consumed by an outgoing one. The rule for lighting the streets is that no 
street should be lit which was not a highway under the local board. The | 
ratepayers already complain of reckless expenditure, and indignation meet- 
ings have been held complaining against the expense already incurred for | 
the supply of the public lamps. The lamps number about 100. The gas" 
company supply 16 feet of service-pipe from the main, and anything beyond | 
that is charged to the consumer. Asa general rule, we put up the fittings, | 
because we are obliged to keep fitters to look after the repairs, and it would | 
not pay us to do so unless we had the sale of the fittings as well. Our popu- | 
lation is almost entirely a mining one, and the cottagers are continually | 
changing their houses. We intend most certainly to carry out our promise 
to go to Parliament next year. We always believed it to be a binding docu- 
ment. I am sure the directors intend to abide by what they have said. 
Mr. Ricuarps did not dispute their intention, but supposing parties ' 
should die, what would become of the bond then? They were not an incor- 
porated company. 
Witness: No; but we are under aseal. I believe we have infringed the | 
law with regard to our registration. I must say that we have been a very | 
irregular company. I do not know whether any return has been made of | 
the increase of capital. All I know is that our capital is £6000, and that 
we have borrowed £2000. The gas trade in Aberdare is rather flourishing, 
notwithstanding that other trades are depressed. I do not believe we have 
expended as much as would amount to 8 or 10 per cent. upon our capital in 
extension of our works. No doubt we have expended money out of our 
profits on the works. I do not think we ever earned so much as 25 per 
cent. ; we may have earned 15. The profit on fittings may amount to about 
£100 per annum. Unfortunately, there is no book to show how we raised 
the additional capital of £3000 in 1862, and when that money was expended 
I do not know. 
Mr. Ricuarps: All that has been put into our hands, in the shape of 
accounts, is a balance-sheet for 1866. 
Witness : Our accounts have been very irregularly kept, through the 
change in our secretaryship. I do not think that the cost of new retorts 
should be capital; they are to replace old ones. I said that I looked favour- 
ably on the scheme because the old company were not prepared to extend 
their mains to the outlying districts. r remember telling Mr. Stevenson 
that I would strongly recommend him to try and make terms with the old 
company, and then the new company no doubt would be well supported. I 
remember Mr. Cooper asking for a copy of the resolution, and my telling 
the clerk that I should object to his having one. I have signed the under- 
taking to reduce the price of gas to 4s. 6d. I cannot account for the board 
accepting that price in preference to the 4s. offered by the new company, 
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ty or is that they did not think it was a bond fide scheme, and that they 
had better deal with a substantial company, who had works in the town, 
rather than with a shadow. They thought that if they could be supplied 
with gas at 4s. 6d. they should be satisfied. We did not know who the pro- 
moters of the bill were until the 24th of March, or it might have altered 
our opinion. They are highly respectable | gceyeae as far as I am aware. 
The local board are guaranteed the cost of the opposition by the existing 
company. We understand they had no power to expend the public money 
for the prepiee. We intend to pay for the new gasholder by raising further 
capital. If the bill is thrown out, we shall either register and borrow on 
our own security, or endeavour to get parliamentary power next session. 
I consider that our town is as well lit as Merthyr. 

Re-examined by Mr. Jonnson : I am satisfied that money will be found 
to on our business satisfactorily. The promoters of the bill may 
have the means, but I do not think they will ever raise the capital required 
in Aberdare. The ave dividend since the commencement has been six 
guineas per cent, For the first five years we never divided more than 5 
per cent. 

Mr. Robert Geary, examined by Mr. JoHnson. 

I am the assistant to Mr. Hollier, the clerk to the local board. The public 
lamps cost us £3 per annum. I was present at the meeting of the local 
board on the 3lst of December. A committee was appointed to consider the 
| bill, and to decide upon what terms they would give it their support. Mr. 

Glover, a gas-meter manufactnrer, was the first name that appeared in refer- 
ence to the bill. On the 19th of January a letter was received from the old 
company offering their works to the local board on such terms as might be 
agreed upon, or, failing agreement, by arbitration. An offer was made sub- 
sequently to reduce the price to 4s, 6d., and a pledge was given by them, to 
be carried out by a penal bond of £2000, either to go to Parliament during the 
ensuing session, or to sell their works when required. The local board were 
satisfied with the proposal, and they withdrew their support from the new 
company. A petition was afterwards lodged in accordance with the reso- 
lution, on the distinct understanding that no costs should be incurred by the 
board. I believe the whole of the district of the old company is covered b 
the scheme. I have never made complaints against the company on beha 
of the local board. The supply has always been satisfactory. I iellove that 
the yatonazers complain of the expenditure in gas by the local board already. 
If the whole of the streets were lighted the number of lamps would be in- 
creased to 560. The rateable value of the district is about £135,000. There 
has been a diminution of about £5000 during the last year. 

Cross-examined by Mr. MicHakrx: A shilling rate would produce £6000 
a year, and would pay for 2000 public lamps. We have now about 104 
lamps, and about a penny rate would meet the expense. The ratepayers 
have complained generally as to the rates, and not as to the gas specidasly. 
There were a few memorials last year for the sup y to be increased. Under 
the Public Health Act, it is the duty of the local board to repair all public 
highways. We have made several streets, and provided the means of 
lighting ; lamp-posts have been ba up, and the cost charged upon the 
owners. I cannot say that the district is adequately lighted. I believe 
lights have been put up in all the streets which have been repaired by the 
loval board. 

Mr. J. L, Cocker, examined by Mr. Jounson. 
I am manager of the Merthyr Gas-Works. In 1862 I was called in 
by the directors of the Aberdare Gas Company, and. by my directions 
the whole of the plant was enlarged, and new mains laid throughout 
the area of supply. The largest main is 8 inches. There is abundant room 
for an extension of the works, A new retort-house was erected in 1866. The 
premises are exceedingly well situated for the purposes of my b I should 
say the gas is about 10 or 12 candles; I have had no means of testing it. I 
do not compare Aberdare with Swansea or Cardiff. The town is quite differ- 
ent, it being a place principally occupied by cottagers and miners. A com- 
parison between Aberdare and Merthyr would be more fair. We have held 
out inducements to cottagers at Merthyr to take gas, but we do not supply 
more than three private houses under a £10 rental. Our maximum charge 
is 5s., but practically we are charging 4s. The maximum was forced upon 
us, to some extent, by the Board of Health, I do not agree with Mr. Ste- 
venson in thinking that he would find a moiety of his revenue from cot~- 
tagers. I think the supply at Aberdare is adequate for the district. The 
pressure is very good. ound that at the door of the Boot Hotel the pres- 


sure, at nine o’clock on a Saturday night, was 12/10ths. I imagine the bad 
lights at the hotel must have arisen from defective fittings. An inch pres- 
sure is a good one, if the fittings are all right. The pressure we work under 
at Merthyr is 20/10ths. I should say that the pressure inside the Bout 


Hotel was not more than 3/10ths. The hotel is somewhat on a rise. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Micuaex: At the works 20/10ths is a proper 
pressure on a Saturday night. In 1862 I advised them to build new works 
entirely. If a new retort-house should take the place of the old one, the 
cost ought, to some extent, to be charged to profit and loss. Our price was 
4s, when we went to Parliament last year. The consumption is much less 
at Aberdare. We have more public lamps at Merthyr. I do not think there 
isan adequate number of lights at Aberdare. I think certainly that it is 
most judicious for a company to work under parliamentary control. I 
should not like, if I were a shareholder receiving 10 per cent., to sell the 
old works to the new company. 

Re-examined by Mr. Jounson: The pressure at the Aberdare works was 
23/10ths on the same Saturday night when I examined it at the Boot Hotel. 
The present price at Aberdare is 5s., with an undertaking to decrease it to 
4s. él, and a think that is reasonable, considering the straggling nature of 
the district. 

Mr. H. Bowen, examined by Mr. Jonnson. 

I am the gas manager at Cardiff, and know the Aberdare works. They 
are capable of a large amount of extension. There is land sufficient for 
works double their size. They are suited for the supply of the town. 
Another gasholder certainly is required. At Cardiff we have a large cottage 

opulation. Wedo not find that cottagers take gas generally. They are 
indisposed to go to the expense of the fittings, and the landlords will not 
help them. e lay service-pipes to their doors, and our price is 3s. 3d. 
Our make is 140 millions per annum. At Aberdare it is 14 millions, and 
the present illuminating power is about 12 candles. The price charged 
there is not an unreasonable one. I know the works at Swansea. I should 
say the make there is from 90 to 100 millions. It is a different town to 
Aberdare, 

Cross-examined by Mr. Micnar.: The gas company at Aberdare should 
be under parliamentary powers. It would cost several thousands of pounds 
to light the district properly. Iam not aware that the inhabitants there 
are in clubs for the purpose of purchasing their houses. I cannot say 
whether that would be a greater reason why they should take gas. 

Mr. W. Lewis, examined by Mr. Jonson. 

I live in Aberdare, and am agent tc the Marquis of Bute, to whom a con- 

siderable part of the town belongs. I am a member of the local board. I have 








no fault to find with the gas at present. I am satisfied with the undertakin; 
given by the old company. Ido not think that without a large increased 
consumption the company could supply their ata less rate than the 
propose. The trade of Aberdare has attained its culminating point. 
cannot see, looking at the property to let, how the trade is to be increased. 
There has been a diminution in the working of coal during the last year, 
though we still work more than two millions of tons per year. There are 
a ew persons in Aberdare who belong to clubs to purchase their own 
ouses. 
Mr. Fisher, examined by Mr. Jounson. 

I am acivil engineer, and reside at Cardiff. Iam the engineer of the 
Taff Vale Railway Company. We have two stations in the gas company’s 
district. We burn the gas in all the poe belonging to the ay I 
have no complaint to make, nor have I heard of any being made, There 
were complaints in 1865, but they were soon remedied. I think the price 
is satisfactory. The company cannot do themselves justice under a charge 
of 4s, 6d. per 1000 feet. Ihave no interest whatever in the gas company. 
I do not look with sanguine hopes to the future of Aberdare. I think we 
have worked as much coal as ever we shall do. There will be no extension 
of trade there in my opinion, but rather the reverse. We carried the 
largest quantity of coals from Aberdare in 1863, it being then 1,617,950 tons. 
In 1868 it was 1,472,053 tons. Ido not find that colliers will take gas for 
private consumption. 

This closed the case for the petitioners. 

Mr. Jonnson then addressed the committee. He hoped their lordships 
would reject the bill, not only as being unnecessary for the district, but be- 
cause it was calculated to inflict the greatest injury and injustice upon 4 
company which for many years had done ifs best to meet the requirements 
of the town. It had been a common practice of late to attack companies 
which had not the good fortune to be protected by Act of Parliament, and 
nothing was more simple than to throw difficulties around them, Some one 
or other who was fond of speculative enterprises found his way into a neigh- 
bourhood, and then an agitation was commenced. Mr. Flintoff, whose name 
was so familiar to all of them, appeared to have gone down to Aberdare for 
a special purpose, and no doubt he was brought into communication with 
some of the residents in the town. However, with respect to Aberdare, a 
bill for forming a new gas company had been launched, under the auspices 
of an engineer and two other gentlemen, who, instead of being locally con- 
nected, were resident in London or the neighbourhood, one being maker of 
gas-meters, and of course interested in such undertakings. Under those 
circumstances, could their lordships doubt that it was easy enough to find 
amongst the large number of gas consumers in the place, many who would 
join in the rallying cry of ‘‘Cheap Gas.””’ The promoters promised gas at a 

ow rate, and the people certainly had no sort of sympathy for those who 
had been the means at first of introducing such a necessity into their homes. 
It was said that the company had a quas: protection under the provisions of 
a particular Statute—that they were able, at all events, to resist such acts 
of aggression; but, if their earnings were taken away from them, where 
would their resistance be? It had been proved that the existing company 
was established in response to the decision of a public meeting, whilst the 
new company emanated from gentlemen who were totally unconnected with 
the district. He would not deny that complaints had,sometimes been made 
as to the supply of gas, or that at times the gas, as regarded its quality, had 
been unsatisfactory ; he would not deny either that the accounts of the com- 
pany had been kept in an irregular manner, though they were nct answer- 
able for that; or that they might have done wrong in letting their works on 
lease; but still, under all the circumstances, he thought they were entitled 
to the utmost consideration at the hands of their lordships, who would not 
be unmindfut of the fact that, even against all well-regulated gas companies 
whose duty it might be to serve the public, complaints were perpetually 
being made. The learned gentleman then proceeded to show that the com- 

laints against his clients had been purely exceptional. Thatof the jeweller 

ad been proved to be the result of an accident. In fact, the complaints had 
not been of such a nature as not to’ allow of their being immediately reme- 
died, and none of consequence had been spoken of since the works had fallen 
into the company’s hands. If, therefore, the bill was passed, he ventured to 
think that a great injustice would be done to gentlemen then before them, 
and to a great number of other persons who looked to the returns from the 
works as a means of livelihood. There could be no question that the whole 
of their capital had been expended in improving the property of the com- 
pany, and that, again, entitled them to merciful consideration. It had been 
said his learned friend that they had no power to declare a dividend, and 
he had said also that they had no list of shareholders, But what did it 
matter to the promoters if they had not. Surely, if the company had not 
complied with the requirements of the Joint-Stock Companies Act, it did not 
affect them at all. as it worth their breath to urge such an objection as 
this against a company which had been proved all along to have done their 
duty as far as they were able? And what did they now propose, but to still 
further improve their works—to extend their apparatus, to reduce the price 
to 4s, 6d., and to place themselves under parliamentary control as soon as 
they possibly could do. He complained of the secret manner in which the 
new company had come into the field. Nobody ever dreamt of their existence 
until the notices appeared in the newspapers. Would it be reasonable and 
just, under such circumstances, to throw the old company overboard, espe- 
cially when they had promised to amend matters as much as they could, and 
to seek those ye by which they would in the future be guided and 
controlled? If his clients were dond ide in their intention—and it had not 
been proved they were not—the new company had no right to come before 
their lordships and ask for yee which would be antagonistic. Moreover, 
his clients had offered to sell their works to the local board, and to aid them 
in every way, so that the consumers in Aberdare might be satisfied. It was 
no idle and visionary notion when it was said that the company had offered 
to transfer their works to the authority of the town; but it was a somewhat 
singular fact that amongst the clauses in the bill proposed was one by which 
the promoters undertook to do the same, in similar language and on similar 
terms. What steps could the existing company have taken which were more 
legitimate and proper? When they saw that they were likely to have to 
give up their Property, they said it must be to those persons who were the 
governing body of the town—the most suitable of all persons to have a 
supply of the kind in their hands. Mr. Johnson then dwelt upon the forma- 
tion of the new company, which, he said, at first sight doubtless did appear 
to be a myth, for, after challenges had been thrown down again and again, 
and question after question put as to who were the promoters, no 7 
responsible persons came forward with whom any discussion could be held, 
and all appeared in blank till the prospectus was issued in March last, He 
did not hesitate to say that the scheme was based on utter fallacy. In 
asking their lordships to reject the bill, he would not dwell so much upon 
its demerits as upon the positive actual injustice which would be caused to 
those whose interests were vested in the existing works if it passed into law. 
The assumption that 50 per cent. of the rental of the new company could be 



































April 27, 1869.] 
obtained from cottagers was one of the greatest fallacies in the world. No 
inducement had led cottagers to adopt gas in their houses, either at Merthyr, 
Cardiff, Swansea, or in other places which were at all analogous to Aberdare. 
What, therefore, became of their estimated revenue? And without revenue, 
where would the company be? And then the trade of Aberdare was said to 
have reached its culminating point—that is, was positively in a ratio of 
reduction, gtadually yet progressively declining. If this really was the case 
—and from the evidence of Mr. Rhys, agentleman of high repute, Mr. Lewis, 
the agent of the Marquis of Bute, and others, there was no reason to doubt 
the fact—then how and by what means was their capital of £30,000 to be 
iraised? The introduction of a competing company into Aberdare, even if 
jthey should ultimately purchase the works of his clients—would have a 
most serious effect on the value of the concern when it came to be settled by 
arbitration. It was like throwing dirt upon a man’s character—it would be 
the absolute ruin of the property, which could only be sold, as it were, with 
a rope round its neck. 1t would be impossible for two companies to exist in 
a place like Aberdare; it would be to their interest, therefore, that one 
should succumb, ot both might become worthless concerns. They had a 
company now which for years had been established—a company whose 
works were capable of expansion, and whose endeavour always had been, 
and was at the present time, to do all in tneir’power to meet the demands of 
their district. There would be the greatest possible inconvenience, too, if a 
new company was introduced, in the breaking up of the streets, and of the 
{nuisance which would be caused by the introduction of the works. ‘There 
was nothing to show that the promoters had acquired the necessary land, 
and in every respect their scheme was merely an imaginative one. They 
had tried to build up their case upon the demerits of the existing company, 
by asserting that the price was excessive; that the gas supplied had been 
bad, deficient in illuminating power, and not sufficient in quantity; that 
consumers had been compelled to purchase their fittings of the company; 
jand that injustice had been done by compelling an incoming tenant to pay 
the debt due from an outgoing one. Well, after all, what did it amount to 
when probed to the bottom? Why, that there were no reasonable grounds 
jfor the complaints, and that the company had done nothing more than 
jothers had; therefore, with all submission, he would say that no cause 
|whatever had been shown why they should interfere with the property of 
|his clients, and seek to invade their district. The existing company were 
jin @ position to remedy any defects, and were perfectly willing to improve 
\their works and extend their mains in every degree. On the ground, there- 
|fore, of justice and of reason, he would ask their lordships to reject the bill. 
| Mr. Ricnarps replied on bebulf of the promoters, submitting that it was 
jreally for the interest of the public that the bill should become law. His 
\learned friend had talked of vested interests being destroyed, and had 
|appealed for sympathy for those whose property was involved in the concern. 
| But nobody ever proposed by the bill to destroy interests which might really 
— His friend knew very well that the promoters had offered all along 
to purchase the property of the company on fair and equitable terms, and 
{would take care that all rights and privileges were preserved. He had 
adopted, in fact, the old ‘‘ widow and orphan”? argument so prominently 
brought out in the Bridgend case; but in this instance, as in that, the pro- 
moters wished for nothing but what was fair and reasonable. Doubtless the 
people of Aberdare had had much to complain of in past years—the gas had 
been bad in quality, and there had beena loud and perpetual clamour against 
the manner in which the town had been supplied. But they were powerless, 
because there were no persons amongst them who could put their grievances 
into parliamentary shape until Mr. Stevenson and others came forward, and 
then numbers offered, if a new company was formed, to give them an 
junqualified support. ‘he learned gentleman recapitulated the advantages 
offered by the promoters, and contended they were fully justified in expressing 
an opinion that in Aberdare there was room enough for them to make a good 
and a fair ecommerciel profit. They had been taxed with being mere 
speculators; but it was impossible to suppose they would go into a town and 
risk their cupital unless they saw their way clearly to a profitable return. 

Is there any 








The Committee: What condition is there in the bill? 
penalty, or time fixed for the execution of the works > 

Mr. Ricuarps said that, honestly, his reply must be in the negative. 

Mr. Cooper (tlie agent for the bitty said that in gas bills fio clause was 
inserted limiting the time, bécause gas-works were never completely con- 
structed, and were considered to be extended as the consun:ption increased. 

Mr. RicHAnps resumed his remarks by pointing out the great probability 
that existed of cottagers taking the gas when propef inducements were held 
out to them to doso. If aman in the receipt of a few shillings a week was 
required to pay for a service-pipe and to defray the cost of a meter, it was 
not likely that he would become a consumer of gas, however economical it 
might be. But, if the company supplied the service-pipe, provided a meter 
at a small quarterly rental, and offered to a poor man on easy terms the 
most economieal light in the world, there Was no reason why he should not 
take it in. In conclusion, tie said that the interests of Aberdare would be 
best promoted by their lordships passing the bill. 

The room was then Cleared ; and, on the readmission of the public, 

The CuarrMAn said: I am desired to intimate that the committee are 
prepared to proceed with the bill, but they are of opinion that no clause 
should be inserted compelling the old company to sell their works to the 
proposed company under the bill, 

The clauses were then proceeded with, and settled. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
(Before Mr. Monx, Chairman; Mr. Dawson, Mr. R. W. Durr, and 
Sir Joun Gray.) 
IMPERIAL GAS BILL. 
Turspay, APRIL 20. 

Mr: Horg Scott, Q.C., Mr. Denison, Q.C., Mr. Rronanps, Q.C., and Mr. 
Burke, appeared for the bill; and Mr. Ropwe.t, Q.C., appeared on the 
petition of tlie Metropolitan Board of Works, against the bill. There were 
pétitions against the bill from the vestries of St. Pancras, Paddington, and St. 
Marylebone, but no counsel appeared to support them. 

Mr. Dentson, in opening the case, Said: 1 appear on behalf of the pro- 
moters of this bill; and the three objects of the bill are, to increase the 
capital of the Imperia! Gas Company, to acquire new land for extending 
their works, and to enable them to manufacture residual products, as 
they are called; and farther, with a view of economizing the process of 
manufacture and saving money, 2s their business is large, to hire and work 
railway trucks and collier ships, incidental to that which you will imagine 
is required for suppiying the enormous qnane of gas which the Imperial 
Gas Company makes. 1 shall have to tell you presently what that quantity 
|}is. It is by far the largest of the thirteen companies in the metropolis, It 
||supplies one-fifth of the metropolitan area, and that one-fifth covers, I 
understand, no less than 30 square miles, That is the metropolitan area 
alone. It has power to extend north of the metropolitan area, but nothing 
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turns upon that; and when I tell you that it is the largest of the thirteen 
companies, and supplies that portion of London, let me add, that under the 
Act of 1860, which, as you know, regulated all the metropolitan companies, 
t is not merely enabled, but bound to supply the gas. That is material to 
this case, because if we have people coming to us and saying, “It is not 
necessary that the extension of works should be made,” I answer, that if 
we are to fulfil our obligations under the Act of 1860, we are bound to give 
every person within the assigned district a supply of gas.” That was one 
of the concessions we made to the public in 1860, when there was a long 
contest, and the bill was introduced by the parishes for enforcing the 
various obligations. Parliament then came to the conclusion that it was 
better the companies should each have a district assigned to them, that they 
should not compete with each other, and that they should be bound to jt 
supply all the gas within their districts, besides putting them under various 
other obligations. The concern being of that magnitude, the capital, as 
yon may suppose, is large. It amounts, in shares, to £1,630,000; and, 
taking shares and loans altogether, it amounts to nearly £2,000,000, or a | 
little over. That capital, as you may suppose, has been increased from || 
time to time, beginning in the year 1824, when the gas company came into || 
existence, and extended by various Acts of Parliament, as the necessity of | 
the extension of the works and their supply gradually arose. That being 
their present capital, the time has come when they are obliged to have || 
new capital and new works to enable them to comply with present de-| 
mands, and they propose to increase the capital by £970,000 in shares and 
£243,000, in loans as usually settled by Parliament; making altogether a || 
capital, old and new, of £3,220,000. Putting it in another way, we propose | | 
to increase the present capital by nearly 60 per cent. That may seem a) 
large amount of increase ; but you will see, as the case goes on, it is barely | 
sufficient to provide for the increased consumption which we find by Iong | 
experience is gradually coming upon us, The company made in 1868 no 
less than 8,018 million cubic feet of gas, and, at once to give an idea of the 
way the trade increases, in 1860 our make was 1,982 millions, and in 1850 it 
was only 900 millions; and, inasmuch as only eight years have elapsed since 
1860, you wiil see at once that is an approximation to doubling every ten 
years; and if the same ratio of increase is to go on, it is tolerably certain 
that the 60 per cent. addition to the capital is more likely to be too little 
than too much to provide for the next ten years, We have also of main- 
pipes no less than 630 miles. You may think possibly that the houses in 
our district are already so well supplied with gas that there is not likely to 
be that same ratio of increase as there has been hitherto. But I find that 
far from supplying all the houses, of which there are 104,500 in the district, 
we do not yet supply more than 66,000. The fact is, there are many per- 
sons who have not yet come into the fashion of having gas even in their 
kitchens and halls, and places of that kind; and we know that in the better 
class of houses, the tenants—of whom I confess I am one—do not think of 
having gas in their dining and drawing rooms at all. But that practice is 
decreasing every year, and last year we had 4000 added to our former 
number; so that there is not the slightest probability of our having reached 
the limit of our supply to the district; indeed, the probability is that before ten 
years are over we shail have to come for another increase of capital and works, 
though not of land, if you give us that which we desire. I may mention, as 
there has heen an agitation in the metropolis about the price of gas, that we 
have been reducing our prices generally by abont 1s. at a time, which 
works out at an average of four years. Speaking roughly, we madea reduc- 
tion in price of about 1s, every four years. Of course, those reductions 
cannot be so great when you get to a low pricé as when you are at a high 
price, because Is, bears a very different proportion to 4s. than it does to 16s, 
Still, since the Act of 1860, we have reduced the price by 6d. That Act 
authorized us to charge 4s. 6d., and we have already, by the operation of 
that Act, by having reached the maximum dividend, reduced the price to 
4s,; and if the people will leave us alone.and not waste our money in these 
perpetual contests, there is very little doubt that we shall be able to make 
another reduction. I need hardly tell any members of the committee, for 
in a matter of this kind we must assume they know everything, that the 
provision for the reduction of price is this: In the first a maximum divi- 
dend is allowed. The Gas-Works Clauses Act of 1847 was incorporated 
by this company in 1854. Very soon after that we reached our maximum 
dividend. That, 0: course, pnt a limit on any price we can charge, inde- 
pendently of the parliamentary limit of 4s. 6d. By the operation of that 
Act we have been compelled to reduce the price to 4s., and, as I say, if we 
are only left alone we shall probably come down to 3s. 9d. very soon, and 
possibly after that to 3s. Gd., or it may be still lower. That depends on cir- 
cumstances, but I may tell you at the same time, although we made this 
last reduction four or five years ago, it has not been in consequence of tho 
reduced price of gas coal. On the contrary, it appears, although house coai 
has been to a certain extent reduced in London, there has been no reduction 
in the price of gas coal. The reason has been the increase of cousumption, 
which takes more gas out of the same mains, and enables us to work more || 
economically. In 1860, besides the other obligations put upon us for the} 
first time, there was a definition of the illaminating power we were to give. 
In 1860 we were required to give an illaminating power of 12 sperm candles, 
I need not describe to you the way that is tested, as it is familiar to all of 
us. Upto that time we had only been required to give, by the Act of 1854, 
an illuminating power of 12 wax candles, which is considered to be about 
equal to 10 sperm candles of the quality defined by the Act. We now pro- 
ose to give by our Act an illuminating powers of 14 sperm candles, which 
is equivalent to a reduction in price; because, if people get more light. for 
less money, it is the same thing as paying less money for the same quantity 
of light. I do not know that I need trouble you with any other concession 
we made in 1860, except one. In the early days we had not paid anything 
like the dividend of 10 per cent.; in fact, we only paid it for the first time in 
1854; and, by the General Act of 1847, which all gas companies submit to, 
they are entitled to pay, not merely 10 per cent., but to make up any back 
dividends which have been deficient in the carly years. We were entitled to 
do so until 1860. But one of the limitations we came under in that year, 
was the reduction of our back dividends to six years, instead of the whole 
period. I was quite right in saying we paid 10 per cent. in 1854, but in 
1857 it dropped to 74 per cent. In 1858 and 1859 it was 9 per cent, Those 
seem to have been exceptionally bad years, and those years being very 
recent, we had the opportunity and the means of supplementing them by a 
better dividend after 1860; but we have not paid, as | understand, any back 
dividends for the early years of our existence; and, as things stand at pre- 
sent, there seems little probability of our being able to do so, because I may 
tell you that we barely earn 10 per cent. In point of fact, last year we had 
to intrench upon the reserve-fund to the amount of £6000 to make up the 
10 per cent. The committee who sat on tle Metropolis Gas Bill determined, 
at a certain period of the business, to put a restriction upon the dividends 
which would have had the effect of reducing them below 10 percent. That 
was resisted, naturally, by the companies who were in a condition to earn 
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10 per cent. as being an act cf confiscation. They appealed to the House of 
Commons upon it, and the House expressed such an opinion upon the 
matter, that the committee themselves, to save the bill, proposed that it 
should be recommitted. They sat upon it again, and left the maximum 
dividend of 10 per cent. as it stood. It is material that you should under- 
stand this, because the real pressure of the Metropolitan Board of Works has 
been for the last few years to get Parliament to reduce our dividend below 
the amount at which it was settled for all the companies in 1847, settled for 
usin 1854, and settled again with unusual solemnity and deliberation on 
the part of the House by the proceedings in 1860. In 1865 the necessity 
arose for our having more capital, and providing more land and works, not 
because we were then absolutely unable to go on during the work, but 
because it was necessary for us to look ahead, and be in a position to meet 
any demand that might be made upon us under the Act of 1860. We there- 
fore promoted a bill, which was passed in this House, the committee being 
Lae led over by a gentleman of unusual experience in gas-works, Mr. 

ackson, the thea member for Derbyshire. It went to the House of Lords, 
and it was not rejected on any inquiry into the merits, but because the 
Bishop ot London, who has a house at Fulham, did not like the idea of 
having our Fulham works extended, and he induced the House of 
Lords to reject the bill on the second reading. I do not know whether it 
was lost entirely by the votes of the lords spiritual. It seems there was a 
majority of only three against it, and nine of the bishops voted against it. 
That was a case of spiritual opposition to a gas bill. In 1866 we were 
equally unsuccessful in the converse way. We thought it better to begin in 
the House of Lords, and not go to Fulham again, but somewhere else, and 
the House of Lords were satisfied. Our bill was inquired into in the regular 
way, by a committee, and was passed. But when it came here, the Victoria 
Park people and Mr. Beresford Hope, that xsthetic gentleman, got up an 
opposition, on the ground of the proximity of the proposed works to Victoria 
Park, and frightened us into withdrawing the bill. We ascertained they were 
strong enough to throw it out, and we withdrew it. You will ask, how did 
we manage when we lost our bill? Why, we managed in this way—we went 
back to Lord Redesdale, who I may aimost say is omnipotent in the House 
of Lords, and we said: “ Your House passed a bill for us. They thought 
we ought to have an increase of capital and works; we have lost the bill in 
the House of Commons, will you give us facilities for running through a 
money bill, to which there can be no objection?” He did so, and the bill 
was passed through both Houses; and under that bill we raised £325,000, 
which enabled us to scramble on—for it has been little more than a scramble 
from that time to this. The way in which we were enabled to scramble on 
was this: we reorganized a great part of our works, we crowded retorts 
into much less space than they ought to be, and the probability is we have 
wasted, in one sense, a deal of money in consequence of our not having the 
land to develop our works. But that cannot go on for ever, and the com- 

ny will tell you, if this bill is lost by any kind of misadventure in either 

ouse of Parliament, there will be the greatest possible difficulty, in a year 
or two to come, in supplying the certain wants of the metropolis; and when 
I tell you we are bound under penalties to supply those wants, you will see 
the extreme unfairness in binding us to do that which we cannot do if you 
do not pass the bill, and pass it in a form in which we can take it, because 
neither the Imperial Gas Company nor any other company can take a bill 
that is a measure of confiscation. You represent the public, and if you will 
not let us have the capital on fair and ordinary terms, then the matter 
must be settled as well as it can be. With regard to the land we now pro- 
pose to take for the works, there is no opposition. In that respect we differ 
‘from the condition of things in 1865 and 1866. We have at last founda 
place nasty enough to put our works on without anybody complaining, 
and that place is called the West Ham Abbey Marshes. You will see on 
the map the site of the proposed works and the land surrounding it, which 
we take for two reasons—first, that we may have plenty; and, secondly, 
that we may not be subject to opposition or objections by people in the 
neighbourhood, now or in future,saying our works are too near their houses 
or factories, for, although there is no opposition now, I do not know what 
there may be at some future time. The class of works that exist there now 
are soap-works, oil-works, stearine-works, naphtha, chemical works, boiler- 
making foundries, distilleries, and manure-works. I do not know that any 
of those people can come and say West Ham is of such a savoury nature 
that it ought not to be invaded by gas-works, Then we propose to take 
sufficient land to execute the works we are likely to want for some time to 
come, without fear of anybody objecting to us at present or in future, and 
there being no objection upon that, I need say nothing more upon the 
subject. Then the remaining portion of the bill I suppose my friend has 
nothing to say about—for instance, as to the manufacture of the residual 
products? 

Mr. RopwE i: No; and if I can assist my friend as to the course my 
clients intend to take, I would not mind telling him at once, if he wishes it. 
I appear as the only opponent to the bill. Iappear for the Metropolitan 
Board of Works, who have been recognized, in the City of London Gas Act 
of 1868, as the parties who were to have the same control outside the City 
of London, and to have the same privileges for that purpose as the corpora- 
tion have in the City. It is recognized in the 109th section of the Gaslight 
and Coke Company’s Act, which simply provides this, that the provisions of 
the City Gas Act should be applied out of the City, and that the company 
should be under the control and supervision of the Metropolitan Board of 
Works, the same as within the City it is under the control of the corporation. 
The Metropolitan Board of Works being in that position, they wish the com- 
mittee to understand what took place before Mr. Cardwell's committee. In 
1867 the Imperial Gas Company came forward with a bill for additional powers, 
— the plea that thiey would be unable to carry out their obligations; but the 

letropolitan Board of Works, as representing the consumers, opposed the 
bill, and the committee declined to modify what they considered the reason- 
able terms on which alone they were prepared to entertain the terms of the 
company. The company are here again before you asking for fresh powers, 
and what we, on the part of the ratepayers, say is this, that we most re- 
spectfully invite your attention to what took place before that committee. 
I do not propose to call any evidence before you, because the subject was 
exhausted by the two committees, and the7 have reported upon it, and 
before you accede to the application of the company, and clothe them 
with farther power, we suggest that it will be within your province to 
see how far the suggestions made by Mr. Cardwell with regard to the 
regulations or the terms that future committees might impose upon the 
Imperial Gas Company should be recognized by you. One suggestion was 
in reference to the illuminating power and the price of gas, In the 
City of London Gas Act the price is fixed at 3s. 9d. for 16-candle gas, and 
we do not see why the same principle should not be extended over the 
whole of the metropolis. Another suggestion was with regard to dividend. 
In the City of London Gas Bill there was-a provision as to the amount 
of the reserve-fund and the payment of back dividends. The reserve- 











fand is to be created out of the excess of profits beyond 10 per cent., at the 
rate of £1 per cent. per annum, until the fund reaches 1-20th of the paid-up 
capital, and this sum is to form an insurance-fund to meet any extra- 
ordinary claim or demand which may at any time arise against the com- 
pany from accident which due prudence and management could not have 
prevented. It was therefore in favour of the ratepayers and consumers of 
gas that this provision was introduced; but the bill before the committee 
does not incorporate this provision, but leaves the matter, as far as this 
company is concerned, under the Gas-Works Clauses Act, 1847. They 
have a general reserve-fund, and we say it ought to be a particular reserved 
fund, with a limitation for particular purposes. Therefore I am only dis- 
charging my duty to the Metropolitan Board of Works, who represent the 
consumers, to call your attention to the most recent legislation upon the 
subject; and, having called your attention to those two points, I do not 
know that it is necessary for my friend, Mr. Denison, to go into any further 
matters with reference to this bill, as I understand there are no other op- 
ponents to it. With regard to the arrangements for the works and any 
extension of them, we did not interfere. All we say is, that as they come 
to ask for further powers, it is for you to be informed of what the Legisla- 
ture has done, and what the view of Mr. Cardwell’s committee was on this 
subject, And we submit, instead of these clauses which are iserted in 
their bill, that the clauses should be so modified as to meet the provisions 
in the City Gas Act. There is one other matter to which I also call your 
attention. Ido not propose to call any evidence on the subject, still I 
think, on the part of the public and the Metropolitan Board of Works, who 
may at some future period have powers to purchase these gas-works, 
because it is a matter which has been often contemplated and talked of ; 
what we hope is, that the powers granted under this bill will not interfere 
with or prejudice any future legislation—that is to say, that the com- 
pany will not put themselves in such a position as to entitle them 
to demand a larger sum in case they should be purchased. And 
the point to which I wish to direct your attention is this—a very 
novel provision and unprecedented—that is, they seek under one of, 
their sections to buy vessels and collieries, and 1 do not know what—io 
fact, to make themselves coalowners, and colliery owners and proprietors, 
canal owners, barge owners, and everything else; in fact, that they should 
have large and general powers. Now, what we fear is, that this is a sort of 
speculation. They have done very well at present in having obtained all 
these things; but it is very likely this may not turn out profitable, and then 
they will be speculating with our money—that is to say, the ratepayers 
and consumers money, because we know the theory of all these Acts is 
that at a certain period the consumer and ratepayer will be relieved. If 
they enter intoa hazardous speculation which should turn out to be a 
failure, they are not the losers; they may lose the particular dividend ot 
the yeur, but they have power to recoup themselves afterwards, but all that 
time the ratepayers are pro tanto worse off, because they are further off the 
reduction in price. Clause 43 says: “The company, either by themselves, 
or in combination with any other gas companies, may purchase or take on 
lease, hire, hold, and work railway trucks, collier ships, fighters, and vessels, 
coal-mines and collieries, and may have and exercise ull such powers and 
authorities in reference thereto respectively, as any person may lawfully 
have and exercise, but so that the powers to be exercised by any new com- 
pany under this enactment shall be such only as may be conducive to eco- 
nomy in the production or improvement in the quality of gas.” We say it 
is utterly impossible for them to secure that, because in exercising these 
powers, supposing they invest thousands of pounds in colliers, it can be but 
a speculation. They are exceeding their own proper and legitimate business, 
and we think it is very dangerous that they should have such powers, for, 
though it may not hurt them, it may materially affect the consumer and 
the ratepayer. Then, with regard to the capital, we also think the new 
capital should be raised at 7 per cent., and not at 10 per cent. We believe 
they can do it at 7 per cent. In suggesting that on the part of the Metro- 
politan Board of Works, we tell you that it has been done in other cases. 


The CuatrMAN: What clause gives them power to raise it at 10 per cent. ? 

Mr. Denison: There is no special clause. 

Mr. RopwE tt: It is the result of the Act of 1860. There is no question 
about the fact that under the existing law they can do that. They will 
get 10 per cent. unless there is some special limitation imposed upon them 
by the committee. I feel that I am somewhat in this case in an anomalous 
position, because, as I said before, we do not wish to interfere with their 
carrying out their engagements, or with any necessary power they ask for 
at the hands of the committee; and I am not prepared to call evidence, nor 
do I suppose my friend will call any evidence, on these points. After all, I 
refer to the decision of the former committee. How far this committee will 
be guided by the decision of Mr. Cardwell’s committee is for them to decide. 
With reference to the three points to which I have called your attention, 
they seem to me deserving of importance; and, as representing the public, 
the Board of Works thought it only due to the committee, as well as to 
their constituency, that they should come forward and call your attention 
to these facts. The company are asking you now to do that which the 
committee, presided over by Mr. Cardwell, declined to do; or, rather, the 
Imperiai Gas Company declined to take the bill on the terms that would 
have been imposed by Mr. Cardwell, and the question I submit to you is 
this, whether you will be satisfied to give them their bill on other terms 
than those which that committee were willing to impose—whether you 
would not make it a condition that this bill should be made analogous to 
and consistent with the powers given under the City of London Gas Act. 
I am obliged to my friend for allowing me to interfere at this stage, because 
it may shorten the inquiry. Iam ina peculiar position—not an opponent, 
but I am anxious to guide the committee, and to call their attention to the 
resolutions of the committee, who took pains in discussing this matter. 

Mr. Denison: Although it is unusual, and perhaps irregular, I thought it 
better to let my friend interfere in this way. As regards the preamble of 
the bill, it is plain there is nothing left worth talking about, excepting one 
clause—viz., that which refers to the collieries. Against the purchase or 
hire of railway trucks he has said nothing. My friend must see it would be 
economical to a company of this magnitude to have its own trucks. The 
ships I do not know whether you object to. 

Mr. RopweEti: That is a small matter; collieries are most important; 
ships may be allowed. 

Mr. Dentson: My friend says he does not care much about the ships. I 
believe we have had ships already, and found them of great advantage. 

Mr. RopweE tu: I will not trouble about them. 

Mr. Denison: With regard to the coal-mines and collieries, I say I con- 
sider that a perfectly open question for you to deal with after hearing the 
evidence. I do not know what the evidence will be. Iam told you may 
strike it out of the bill; so that, in point of fact, there is no opposition to 
the preamble of the bill. 
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Sir Joun Gray: I suppose in taking collieries the object is to get an 
economical supply of om? 

Mr. Denison: I think it might have been convenient. However, as the 
Metropolitan Board of Works object, and we have not a very strong wish, 
let it go. Then the matter is reduced to this, whether you are to modify 
the clauses of the bill in accordance with Mr. Cardwell’s report on some 
other bill. I say at once we are here to appeal from Mr. Cardwell’s decision. 
I say that distinctly, and I will say this—which it is hardly necessary to sa 
to any of you who have been in the House before—that it is every day's 
practice for a company to withdraw a bill because they cannot, having 
regard to their duty to their shareholders, take it on such terms as are 
offered by the committee, and to bring forward that bill in the next year. 
I say the committee of last year had such strong views on this subject, that 
they refused to pass our bill in the only way we could take it. We appeal 
irom them, as the constitution of England gives us the right to do, to 
another committee; and we protest against one committee being bound 
by the decision of another, over and over again. One of the great advan- 
tages of this tribunal is alleged to be that no committee is bound by the 
decision of a previous committee, because every committee is entitled to 
see for themselves, on having fresh evidence and arguments, and fresh 
. experience, whether that former committee was right or wrong. We will 
| give you that evidence as fully as you like, but we will give you some- 
thing more. Mr. Cardwell thought he knew better the commercial pro- 

epects of the Chartered Company than the company knew themselves, and 
he would not pass their bill last year except on those terms which have 
been stated to you. Now comes the question, who was right? We have 
j had some experience since then. Mr. Cardwell’s conjectures, however 
' wise a man he may be, are not a match for other people’s experience. What 
has been the dividend earned by that company on the taking of Mr. Card- 
well's bill, reducing the price and raising the illuminating power as he has 
made them do it? It is reduced to 4} per cent. Mr. Cardwell had resolved 
and reported to the House of Commons the year before that he would not 
by violence and force pass a bill im the nature of confiscation. He thought, 
I have no doubt, what he was doing last year was not confiscation. I mean 
it was not violently reducing a dividend. We told him it was, but some 
people think they know better than others, You see the result, and I 
should be glad to know what business have a committee of Parliament—a 
committee of the same body who passed the bill in 1860 against us, not a 
bill of ours, but a bill that was a compromise—what business have Parlia- 
ment or anybody else to say, “ By force we will reduce the dividend of 10 
||} per cent., which every gas company is allowed to have, and which you 
were allowed to have in 1860—we will reduce it by force to what turns out 
to be 4} per cent.”” I know Parliament is sup to be omnipotent, but 
it regards rights; it regards commercial results, and if the companies of 
England are to find that when Parliament gets them into a cleft stick like 
this, it will take the opportunity of reducing their dividends, what will be 
the consequence? Why, will anybody take shares in these companies? 
Will public works be done if a single committee is to invent the principle 
of violently reducing dividends from 10 per cent. to anything below it? 
What has been done as late as last year? Why, the Telegraph Companies 
Bill was brought in to enable the Government to buy up the companies at 
their market value. The companies said, “ This is confiscation; our market 
value does not represent our real value.” What was the result? Why, that 
the Government and the Post-Office modified the ee ae and bought 
those companies at what? Why, at the same price which Parliament had 
fixed, under the advice of Mr. Gladstone, in 1844, as the price at which 
railways were to be purchased—20 years of their present profits, when 
those profits reached 10 per cent., and if they did not reach 20 years of 
their present profits, with an arbitration in addition for their future profits. 
And that has been adopted as the scale of purchase ever since. Whena 
committee sits of that importance, presided over by such a person, and 
when Parliament puts it into an Act of Parliament, and it has become the 
standard price for all such purchases, can it be supposed to be wrong? 

The Committee: What had the Chartered Gas Company been paying 
previous to that? 

Mr. Ricnarps: The previous dividend was 74 per cent., and the one 
before was 8. 

The Commitrese: Have they ever paid 10 per cent. ? 

Mr. Ricnarps: They paid 10 per cent. a vear or two ago. In 1860 their 
price, like that of all the other companies, was fixed at 4s. 6d., subject to 
reduction when the dividend attained the maximum; but they were in- 
duced by pressure in the City to reduce the price to 4s., and I suppose that 
was the cause of their dividend falling from 10 per cent. to 7 per cent. 

Mr. Denison: I fear they have not reachec their worst yet, because the 
full reduction of price has not come into action, nor the full illuminating 

wer, so that the Chartered Company, without having reached the worst 
of Mr. Cardwell’s legislation, has fallen from 7 per cent. to 44; and that is 
the precedent the Metropolitan Board of Works wish to adopt, solely 
because there is Mr. Cardwell’s speculation that it would be successful. 
Then, if precedents are to go for anything, in 1866 there was a committee, 
and a very much larger one than Mr. Cardwell's, a committee of fifteen mem- 
bers, what is called a select committee, presided over by Sir John Trollope, 
and they came to an opposite conclusion, that the companies should not be 
meddlec with. They said in some respects the Act of 1860 required amend- 
ment, and we are offering to amend it, and to carry out the suggestion that 
there should be commissioners appointed to inspect the works. We said we 
had not the slightest objection, and whenever there was an opportunity we 
would do it; and in one of the clauses that Mr. Rodwell referred to, you find 
the provisions suggested by Sir John Trollope’s committee practically adopted. 
It was wpe f plain that Mr. Cardwell thought a grand opportunity had 
arisen for getting the glory of settling the great gas question, and, if his 
anticipations had turned out right, he would have been entitled to that 
credit; but, unfortunately, they have turned out wrong, and we know that 
by experience. Now, Mr. Rodwell said it had been in the contemplation of 
the Board of Works, at different times, to purchase the gas-works of the 
metropolis, and so it was said in 1867 and 1868, and I rather think in one of 
those years there was actually a bill brought in to enable the board to carry 
out that object. They evidently still want to purchase the works, and it is 
plain they want to reduce them to the lowest possible value. It is very 
easy to say, and true to say, the ratepayers of the metropolis are interested 
in having them at the lowest possible value. So are the people of England 
with reference to the telegraphs or the railways. And so is every corpora- 
tion who carries a bill or clauses through Parliament, of which there are 
dozens, to enable them to purchase the water-works or gas-works of their 
||towns. What is always done in such cases? One of these two things in- 
||variably. They are either left to purchase on compulsory terms by arbi- 
tration, or sometimes the terms are fixed in the bill at the usual figure of 
20 years purchase, and it is as well settled as that 5 per cent. means 5 per 
cent. per annum, that 20 years of the present profits of the company is the 
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price when the company is in possession of a parliamentary title, and when 
it is not, 16 years are said to be the purchase value. How that has been 
arrived at is no matter to inquire into now; it is a thing well recognized by 
arbitrators, and assumed without further inquiry. When the Metropolitan 
Board of Works passed a resolution, two years ago, to purchase tle gas- 
works by compulsion, what had they the coolness to propose? Why, some- 
thing very similar to what the Post-Office proposed with regard to the tele- 
graphs— to | ay gr at 6 per cent, the property of people who were entitled 
to earn, under the Act of 1860, 19 per cent. Some of them were earning 
that, and‘the Metropolitan Board of Works proposed to turn those divi- 
dends into an annuity of 6 per cent. Of course that was resisted, and Mr. 
Cardwell was the man who rejected the bill, as Sir John Trollope had done 
before. That was rejected on principle, and therefore Mr. Cardwell’s deci- 
sion on that point may be followed here. Where Mr. Cardwell has been 
proved to be wrong by events, he is not to be followed; but where he 
decided on a principle of that kind, I have no objection that he should be 
followed. 

The Cuarrman: In what way did he reject it? 

Mr. Denison: I do not know. I only know it was in the bill, and the 
bill came to an end in some way or other. I think it was very likely in 
this way, that the Metropolitan Board of Works, in 1867 as in 1868, tried 
to introduce clauses into the bill that was then before the committee; but 
that Sir John Thwaites did propose that I remember as well as that I am 
standing here. 

The CHatrMAn: It does not appear to me that Mr. Cardwell had any- 
thing to do with it, unless it appears in the report. It would not seem to 
have come before Mr. Cardwell in any way. 

Mr. Denison: Only in this way, that there was a bill introduced by 
somebody, and the Metropolitan Board of Works intervened in that bill, and 
the City also intervened, and they proposed clauses; and I am quite certain 
—certain as that I am standing here—that there was, at any rate, a declara- 
tion of Sir John Thwaites, the chairman of the Metropolitan Board of 
Works, that the gas companies ought to be purchased at 6 per cent. 
Whether it got so far as to be proposed in formal clauses of the bill, I 
cannot say. 

The CHarrMAN: That seems hardly to the point. 

Mr. Denison: It is only to the point in this way, that Mr. Rodwell talks 
of the prospects of their purchasing. I was going on to say, if they can 
reduce our value, so much the better for the purpose; but he only reduces 
it by confiscating the property of the company by violently reducing the 

ts of the company—in our case from 10 per cent., and in the case of 
the Chartered Gas from 7 = cent. Now I will mention 
another circumstance. I was saying that in many of these cases, some 
that I have been acquainted with this year, from arbitrations now 
going on, 20 years purchase of the present value of the concern, the 
resent profit is adduced as the price. What does that mean, turned 
into an annuity? It obviously means this: supposing the company is 
earning £10,000 a year, £200,000 is the purchase of that. If the reci- 
pients in that can invest it at 5 per cent., they will remain with the 
fixed annuity as they had it before; but I am aware there is a dif- 
ficulty about that, that you cannot get, except in exceptional times, 
absolute security at the rate of 5 per cent., but you can get 4 and 44 in 
railway debenture stock and Indian securities. I am only mentioning 
those things that trustees are enabled to take. Suppose you do that 4} per 
cent., it is equivalent to buying 10 per cent. at 9 per cent., so that there is 
only 1 per cent. taken off from the difference between the precarious secu- 
rity of the profit of the gas company and the absolute security of any of 
these things. Then I ask why the Metropolitan Board of Works, still having 
the views of purchase before them, as they manifestly have, indirectly to 
get the value reduced by reducing our dividends below the figure at which 
they stand under the Acts of 1847, 1854, and 1860, and refused by Mr. Card- 
well himself to be interfered with compulsorily when there was a bill to 
do it in 1867. Why is that to be done to please the Metropolitan Board of 
Works in 1869? Ifit is to be done for this company, it ought to be done 
for every company in England. The ratepayers in London are not different 
from the ratepayers in Glasgow, Dundee, or any town in England in which 
the corporation want to purchase the gas-works. If a new system is to be 
introduced, it ought not to be done in this incidental way; it ought to be 
done by general legislation, and there ought to be a modification of the 
Gas-Works Clauses Act. The Railway Clauses Act, many of the railwa 
Acts, and other public Acts, have been modified from time to time by fresh 
consolidation Acts, but in no instance has there been any attempt by Par- 
liament to deviate from 10 per cent. as the legitimate maximum for a specu- 
lative trade; and when I say a speculative trade, I am sure I need not 
remind you that the reason of proposing to reduce the 10 per cent. to 9 per 
cent. is because gas is a speculative trade. They themselves said, in 
1867, because it was speculative we ought to submit to some reduction of 
dividend. That may be all well and good; when they came to purchase us 
then will come the question—when they come to give us an annuity-charge 
upon the rates of the metropolis that may be a question; but meanwhile we 
are going on speculating, things may happen that may reduce our dividend 
below the 10 per cent.; in fact, we have been obliged to borrow £6000 from 
our reserve-fund to pay the dividend of last year. That may happen again. 
Of course the reserve-fund cannot be drawn upon without limit, and we 
may - operation of the present law find ourselves unable to pay that 
dividend. 

The CHarrMAN: What is the reserve-fund? 

Mr. Dentson: It is 1-10th of the whole capital. 

The CuHarrMaN: I want to know what it now amounts to. 

Mr. Ricnarps: About £35,000; 1-10th of the capital, which it might be, 
would be £130,000. 

Mr. Denison: So that it is very far short of what all the companies in 
England are entitled to have, because the stereotyped figure is 10 per cent. 
on the whole capital, and with that my friend is not satisfied. He wants to 
reduce our moderate reserve-fund, and wants to reduce our power to 
back dividends from six years to one year. Why should that be done for 
us and nobody else? It is not done in any great town in England, and 
why is there to be special legislation for the Imperial Gas Company, more 
especially when we find the legislation for the Chartered Gas Company on 
this basis has ended pony 4 as they predicted—in tically the ruin of | 
them. Those, I think, are the points my friend has brought before you. I 
may just state that one penny reduction of price produces £10,000 a year 
loss in the profits of the Imperial Gas Company; so that if we were to be 
reauced from 48. to 3s. 9d,, that would be a reduction of £30,000 a year in 
our profits. If we were to be raised from 14 candles, which we are now 
voluntarily giving, to 16 candles, that would be 5d. more, which is £50,000 
a year more; therefore 8d. down and two candles up will evidently make 
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a diminution in our profits of £80,000 a year. 
The CommirreE: What does the 10 per cent. dividend amount to? 
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Mr. Dentson: £142,000 is the total sum required for the dividend, and 
out of that £142,000 it is proposed absolutely to take away £80,000. 

Sir Jonn Gray: That supposes the consumption to remain the same, 

Mr. Denison: Of course; for the present, that is the only way you can 
make the calculation. Then you recollect the reduction will take place on 
the increased consumption as well as the present. 

Sir Jon Gray: You said the consumption will increase considerably. 

Mr. Denison: Yes; but it is the additional and increased consainption 
that requires increased outlay. We shall only be able to earn 10 per cent. 
on the capital you give, whether it is little or great, and the only difference 
would be that we should have to increase the £80,000 as it increases the 
profit, and if it reduces the 10 per cent. to between 4 and 5 per cent. on the 
present capital, it would make the same reduction in all probability on the 
new capital. 

The Cuatrman: Is your general illuminating power now equal to 12 
candles? 

Mr. Denison: It is so by Act of Parliament, but we are voluntarily giving 
15. When we engage to give 14 we are obliged, as a matter of practice, to 
make the illuminating power higher, because if not it does not answer to 
the test at the places we are required to give it. Therefore giving 14 under 
the Act of Parliament is different to giving 14 voluntarily. I think I have 
now dealt with all the remarks that have been made by my learned friend. 
I am glad to find the Metropolitan Board of Works are a great deal more 
liberal on this occasion than they were on the last. It is a different mode 
of fighting a bill when they merely send counsel to suggest things. They 
know the experience of Jast year puts it out of their power to maintain the 
case to the satisfaction of the eommittee, therefore they have done their 
duty by my friend’s speech, which I have answered, and I shall now call 
before you witnesses to give you the information. : 

Sir Jonn Gray: With reference to the suggestion that the new capital 
should '’ limited to 7 per cent., have you any observations to make 
on that 

Mr. Denison: Curiously enough, although Mr. Cardwell did so much 
against the Chartered Company last year, he left them to earn 10 per cent. 
if they could on the new capital. That is the answer I have to make to it, 
and I do not wish to make any more observations. I do not say we could 
not raise the capital at 7 per cent. It is a question for you, whether you 
will impose any limitation — us in that respect, when it was not done 
last year, and is not done in the Gerieral Act. 

The CHAtrmAN: Is the Chartered Company the only company that has 
had the price of gas reduced below 4s.? i 

Mr. RicnArbs: All those companies that light in the City—that is, the 
Chartered, the Great Central, and the City of London. 

The CHAtrMAN: What is the price? 

Mr. RicHards: They ate now supplying 14-candle gas at 4s. On the 
ist of Januaty next they are to supply 16-candle gas at the price of 3s, 9d. 

Mr. Denison: My friend spoke about uniformity. The principle of uni- 
formity was exactly the principle that was not adopted in the year 1860, 
because in 1860, when the bill was recommitted by the whole House, in 
consequence of their having been a forced uniformity put on all the com- 
panies at first, the opposite principle was adopted, and every company in 
succession was allowed to take its chance of getting the 10 per cent., and 
then to reduce the price. Mr. Sotheron Estcourt took an intermediate divi- 
dend of 8 per cefit., and suggested that should be applied to all the com- 
panies. That was what the House at large resisted, and the bill was left 
With the maximuin dividend, and that was left to come into operation on 
the price as it might happen. I recollect last year, when one of the bills 
for supplying gas to the City was in Parliament, it was urged as a reason 
for reduction tliat the population theré was so condensed that they could 
afford to supply at a lower rate, and there might be uniformity there, 
although there might not be in outlying districts. 

J. St. George Burke, Esq., examinéd by Mr. Rictarps. 


I have been a director of the Imperial Gas Company for upwards of 20 
years, and was for some years governor, but resigned the appointment, as 
my avocations Would not allow me to attend to the duties of the office. 
The district the company light is by far tue largest in London; it is upwards 
of 25 square miles, extending fron: Kensington Palace Gardens to Lea 
Bridge, including Hammersmith and Highgate, and bounded on the south 
by Oxford Street and Holborn. ‘The largest day’s consumption last year 
j was not less than 17 million feet of gas. The annual consumption is about 
|3400 millions. We have between 65,000 and 66,000 customers, irrespective 
of the publie lighting. The amount of coal consumed last year was between 
|300,V00 and 400,000 tons. There is a general impression that the whole of 
|London ean be managed by one company, but we find it enongh to manage 
jour district. We have committees to visit the different works at Fulham, 
|Hackney, and St. Prancras, and it requires considerable time. If our busi- 
|ness was greatly exténded, it would be difficult to manage at all. The 
present capital of the company is £2,139,250. The company were incor- 
|porated in 1821, and commenced with a capital of £250,000, which was 
increased to £650,000, In 1854 that had to be doubled; in 1865.we were 
again short of capital, and had power to raise £325,000; and now we find 
again our capital is exhausted, and we cannot carry on the works and ope- 
rations upon a great area unless we have a large increase of capital. In 
1824 the company paid only 2 per cent. dividend; in 1829 they got to 5 per 
cent., in 1841 to 6 per cent., and in 1854 they got to their maximum of 10 per 
cent, which they have continued ever since, with the exception of _three 
years—1857, when they paid 74 per cent.,and 1858 and 1859, when it was 
9 per cent., but under the operation of the General Act we supplemented 
those three bad years when we earned enough todo so, Up to 1854 we 
could charge what price we liked, and make what we could, but in that year 
we were brought under the Act of 1847, which limited the dividend to 10 
per cent. The report of Mr. Cardwell’s committee—“ that whereas the com- 
panies had not reached 10 per cent. before, they did attain 10 per cent. by 
the operation of the Act of 1860”—is not true as regards the Imperial Com- 
pany, because we yee our 10 per cent. long before that Act came into 
operation, and it therefore in no degree benefited us. That Act imposed 
upon us nothing but restrictions and obligations for the benefit of the public. 
Mr. Cardwell’s report also stated that that Act was unduly favourable to the 
companies; bot surely the eeu hiad a right to make 10 per cent. if 
they could. The pertinent fact is altogether ignored, that the making of the 
10 per cent. is a condition precedent to the reduction of charge to the public, 
and that tinder the operation of that Act the companies reduced their charge 
to the public to the extent of upwards of a quarter of a million; that was 
not put into the report. Our own company voluntarily reduced from 4s. 6d. 
to 4s., giving the public £50,000 per annum, and since that reduction we have 
never earned our dividend, but have had to draw heavily on the reserve- 
fund—partly owing to the fact that the refusal of our bill during the 
last few years has obliged us to work uneconomically. The public gained 
a great many advantages under thé Act of 1860. In the first place they got 








‘pany are entitled to get 10 per cent. out of the pockets of the public, they 





the limitation of price to 4s. 6d., while our Act of 1854 imposed a charge ot 
6s.; and although in 1854 the illuminating power of our gas was fixed at 12 
wax candles, in 1860 it was raiséd to 12 sperm candles. Formerly the com- 
panies were allowed to recoup themselves back dividends to an unlimited 
period; but that Act limited the period to six years. Parliament said very 
justly, “If you divide London into. districts, which we admit is a right and 
proper thing to be done, you must come under a different obligation to 
supply that district; and therefore, if the public demand gas from you, we 
will impose upon you the obligation to supply it.” To comply with that 
obligation it is necessary for us to get further capital. I told Mr. Cardwell 
that if he would relieve us from that obligation we did not want to extend 
our works; we are content where we are, but we come here simply in the 
interest of the public. The original shares of the company were £50 shares; 
and after we paid 10 per cent. those shares stood in the market for a long 
period at perhaps averaging from 85 to 90 per cent.; that is to say,a 
purchaser was enabled to get 6 per cent. by buying our shares, and at that 
price a large portion of our capital changed hands. We liave upwards of 
1500 shareholders, and of those a very large proportion consists of petsous of 
limited means, who chose that as an investment, believing it to be secure 
under an Act of Parliament. Since this agitation the shares have been sold 
at 62 by people who were frightened; and it is only since the announcemént 
by Mr. Bright the other night, in the House of Commons, that it was not fair 
to harass the gas companies, that they have risen to 63. 

By the Commirrer: That would give a per centage of about 8 per cent. 
on the present price. There is no instance of an old and respectable com- 
pany established as ours, who have conducted their business without any 
charge of misfeasance, where shares are selling at such a price in the market. 
In Liverpool the shares sell at £108. 


Examination resumed: If we had not been subjected to the great ex- 
penditure we have been put to in these agitating bills, the public might 
have expected another reduction; but at present, to make up our dividends, 
we have been compelled to have recourse to the reserve-fund to the extent 
of something like £50,000. It is a great fallacy to suppose the reserve-fand 
is injurious to the public, I contend it is beneficial, and I will explain why. 
In the first place, we have never put by anything like what we were en- 
titled to do before we made the reduction; but we, acting cautiously in the 
interest of our shareholders, declined to reduce the price unless we saw a 
reasonable hope that we could maintain the dividend by means of the 
reserve-fund; and what is the result? We got the reserve-fund, and fisked 
the reduction of £50,000, which the public got the benefit of. We offered, 
in 1856, before Sir Join Trollope’s committee, to give 14 candles as a mini- 
mum, and under the evidence of Dr. Letheby, who was tliere as our oppo- 
nent, the committee accepted it. The recognized value of each candle is 
24d. It was only when Mr. Cardwell came on the ¢apis that the new item 
of 3s, 9d. was thought of. In the Act of 1860 various enactments were 
introduced with the view of securing purity as well as illuminating 
power. A good many tradesmen and others were brought to give evidence 
of the ruin to their gildings and other things by the gas. We knew we 
were making gas under the advice of the most eminent men of the day, 
and we offered to let a scientific committee be appointed to determine with 
what degree of purity gas could be made. and whatever they said was 
practicable we would do under penalties. We have put into the bill before 
the committee the very same clauses we tendered io Sir John Trollope's 
committee, and which they accepted as satisfactory. In 1865 the company 
came to Parliament for land and capital; the land was situated 300 yards from 
Victoria Park. It wasa mistake on the part of the Bishop of London to 
imagine we took power to hold more land at Fulham; in point of 
fact, we did not want it, because we already had at Fulham what 
it was apprehended we were taking power to have. The financial 
position of the company was so fully inquired into in the House of Com- 
mons, that Mr. Jackson, the chairman, and other members of the committee, 
took the trouble to go down to Bow to see the site of the works; and, after 
inspecting it, they unanimously approved of that site, The vestries were 
satisfied with the provisions of that bill, which were not so stringent as 
they arenow. That bill was thrown ont through the influence of certain 
gentlemen who thought their property was likely to be injured by the 
supposed extension of the works at Fulham. We renewed in 1866 the pre- 
cise bill that had been thrown out in the previous year. The bill that 
year commenced in the House of Lords, and was referred to a committee 
presided over by Lord Llanover, who, as Sir B. Hall, had been our most 
active opponent in the House of Commons, and that committee fully sus- 
tained the decision of the House of Commons in the previous session. That 
bill was rejected by the House of Commcns on account of its proximity to 
Victoria Park, although a clause had been introduced in the House of 
Lords, at the instance of the Woods and Forests, for the protection of the 
locality. Wethen went to the chairman of committees, and pointed out 
to him that, by the rejection of that bill, great injustice had been done to 
us in respect of the increase of capital—that we could not get on without 
it; and we were allowed to introduce a bill simply to raise a sum of monéy 
without construcing new works. The amount was £325,000, with borrow- 
ing powers to the extent of one-fourth of that amount. Although the coin- 


do not practically get more than 8 per cent. on the whole capital; some 
portion paying 8 per cent. and some only 4 per cent. Oar bill being thrown 
out in 1860, we were obliged to look for a new locality, and fixed on the 
present site, which has a creek going down to the Thames, enabling vessels 
to go in there, so that we can easily bring up our coals. We bronght in a 
bill in 1867 similar to the present bill; and we contracted for the land, in 
the event of the bill passing at a certain sum. 

By the Commitree: That bill was thrown out. We have secured the 
land—47 acres—at the price of £39671. There are 123 acres more avail- 
able in case we should require them hereafter. The scheme was approved 
by Mr. Cardwell, and he would have passed the bill if we would have con- 
sented to such a reduction of price as would have ruined us, I think the 
committee do not understand how Mr. Cardwell’s committee arose. 

The CHAtrMAN said the committee could hardly go into the doings of 
Mr. Cardwell’s committee, and they could take the report of that committee 
as an existing fact. 

Mr. Ricnarps: Mr. Denison informed us that the City of London, the 
Great Central, and the Chartered Companies submitted to the terms iai- 
posed by Mr. Cardwell’s committee ? 

Witness: Yes, In 1866 the corporation of London quarrelled with their 
own child—the Great Central Company—and, in order to be revenged upon 
them, they brought in a bill to enable them to enter into competition with 
that company. That bill was referred to Sir John Trollope’s committee, 
who rejected it. After that the corporation of London, aided by the Mé- 
tropolitan Board of Works, tried to stimulate the Government to bring in a 
bill for regulating the gas companies. ‘I'he Government did bring in a very 
curious bill, which excited a largé aniount of Opposition; and, upon waiting 
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on the Board of Trade, the Duke of Richmond said: “ If you will allow the 
second reading to pass unopposed, we will undertake, on the part of the 
Government, that no bill shall pass that will jeopardize your dividends.” 
That bill came before Mr. Cardwell, who, after investigating it, stated the 
terms he would require the companies to submit to; or, if they would not 
submit, he should recommend that the corporation of London and the 
Metropolitan Board of Works should be empowered by Parliament to enter 
into competition with the gas companies at the risk of the ratepayers. 
Accordingly, in 1868, the corporation took advantage of that, and brought 
in a bill to enable them to compete with the City companies, and Mr. 
Cardwell said: “You three companies who light the City, we will at once 
pass this bill if you do not come under terms.” Upon that, the chairman 
of the Chartered Company said: “We accept your terms because it is a 
uestion of life and death, but it is absolute ruin to us.” The Chartered 
mpany are now only paying 43 per cent. dividend; and, in addition to 
that, they are bound on the Ist of January next, to reduce the price from 
4s, to 3s. 9d., and to raise the illuminating power from 14 to 16 candles, 
That is equal to a reduction to the extent of 8d.; but if, after having gone 
for a year, they find they are unable, with due care and diligence, to make 
the prescribed dividend, then is to come an inquiry, to see whether they 
cannot raise the price. 

Mr. Ricuarps: What do the a Company propose in this bill, to 
meet the suggestion that, in point of fact, the price of gas is higher than it 
ought to be? 

itness ; We aré selling at 4s. The cost of the manufacture of gas is 
more than two-thirds of the whole of that price, and the remaining one- 
third for profit; in fact, it is not one-third. I find here that the chairman 
of the corporation committee, who promoted that bill before Parliament, 
boasts as a consolation to them for spending £20,000 in the inquiry, that 
they have taken out of the pockets of the City companies £70,000 a year, 
and he says: “ Here, we have pot as much as Is. 44d. per 1000 feet of gas 
out of those companies.” All I can say is, if he gets 1s. 44d. out of our 
pocket, we should not pay any dividend at all. This is what he says: “ By 
the Act of this year the saving to the City alone, onan annual consumption 
‘of 1200 million cubic feet of gas, would, in the first instance, amount to 
£42,500 a year; and the ultimate saving, when the Act came into full 
operation, would be £82,500 a year. Again, inasmuch as the Chartered 
Gas Company are required to supply gas on the same terms to the district 
allotted to them outside the City, there would be an additional saving to 
the metropolis, beyond the advantages to the citizens, of £60,000 a year. 
The ultimate saving to the public would be 9d. per 1000 ecnbic feet in the 
price, and 7$d. per 1000 by the increase in illuminating power, making to- 
gether a total saving to the consumer of Is. 45d. per 1000.” If that is true, 
all I can say is, if we had rg pn it, we could pay nothing. 

Examination continued: reduction of 1'!. per 1000 feet represents 
£10,000; therefore the reduction of 3d. wou!.i represent £30,000 a year. 
In addition to that, the two candles, rising from 14, which we now offer, to 
16, which our opponents insist upon, would be 5d., making a loss altogether 
upon the profits of £80,000 a year. In addition to that there is a consider- 
able amount of unwisdom in requiring a large consumption of cannel coal, 
because the cannel coal supply is very limited, and if there is anything like 
compulsion the coalowners may raise it to any price. In 1860 the com- 
mittee, who went into the whole subject, came to the conclusion that they 
would fix for London stich a light as the ordinary coal affords, because the 
supply of that is practically unlimited. 

B the CommirrEe: The Western Company use cannel coal, and charge 
5s. 6d. to all their customers. There are some companies who supply both 
kinds of gas at the relative value of each, and you will find that the public, 
in the farge majority of cases, take the common gas. 

Ex amination resumed: For cannel gas a smaller burner is generally used. 
Assuming that the proposed reduction in the price and rise in the illumi- 
nating power of gas would represent £80,000 a year, and deducting that 
from the shareholders profit in 1867, which stood at £98,037, there would 
be only £18,000 left. @ require £140,000 to pay the dividend. 

By the Commirrer: We have no preference shares. The interest on the 
debentures comes out of that £140,000. In that year we had to make a 
large call on the reserve-fund to make up the dividend, 


Examination resumed: All the companies except those who would have 
had to contend against competition by the corporation of London declined 
to take the terms offered last year. We could not this year take a bill on 
those terms with justice to our proprietors. We could not meet them and 
say we had sacrificed the whole of our interests, for we should be ruined. 
The parochial authorities insist on our going forward, and we cannot remain 
as we are. Unless an Act is passed, a considerable district, made within a 
comparatively recent period, will be deprived of light. A man may say, 
“My trade is ruined; you are under an obligation by Act of Parliament, 
and I shall bring an action for damages.” That will be our position, and 
we must risk it rather than submit to reduction. 

By the Commirrer: In 1857, when the companies determined to divide 
into districts, we gave up a district, and altogether curtailed rather than 
increased it. It is still much the largest in London. 

Mr. Ricnarps: Lighting the district you do,a great deal of which is 
suburban, does your rental per mile of main bear any sort of proportion to 
companies who light a thickly populated district like the City? 

Witness : No; we go to Hampstead, Highgate, Hackney, St. John’s Wood, 
and places of that kind, where the consumers lie scattered, and of course 
we cannot supply on the same terms. If they cannot afford to sell under 
3s. 9d. in the City, we are very cheap at 4s. outside. When the Great 
Central Company was established, they introduced a 4s. price, and I recol- 
lect their engineer's evidence was that 4s. for the City was a higher remu- 
nerative price than 6s. for the Imperial district. We are under a penalty 
{if we do not supply 14-candle gas, and the provisions of the bill enable the 
district officers appointed by the vestries to test it wherever supplied, and, 
if we fail at any time in coming up to that standard by any accident, we 
should be subject to a penalty. Now, it so wy eee that cvals vary—they 
may be wet, or a hundred things deteriorate them; so, to make perfectly 
safe, we always work above the standard by Parliament. So it appears we 
have given practically from 13 to 14, and that has been a ground for asking 
something more of us. It was so stated in Mr. Cardwell’s committee. 
“This company can give 14; make them give 16.” But the truth was, we 
were giving 14 because we were required to give 12; and if required to 
give 16, we could probably give more to make it safe. We have endeavoured 
to make our present bill so fair as to remove any objection. If at any time 
the consumers think we are making more than the legitimate dividend of 
10 per cent.,or whatever is accorded by Parliament, they may call in 
arbittators by the Board of Trade, and investigate the whole of our opera- 
tions; and, if they think we can sell cheaper with what they conceive to be 
due eare and management, we shall have to reduce our charge. We em- 














ploy the highest talent we can to advise us, and we do not know anybody 


who can do better; but,-if they can, we will thank them to show us how to 
manufacture gas better and cheaper. 

Mr. RicHarps: Mr. Denison mentioned some matters with regard to the 
purchase which was ventilated by the Metropolitan Board of Works. Did 
he rightly state that there was a suggestion that 6 per cent. should be the 
pow remuneration for the works of the company, if taken in hand by the 

joard of Works? 

Witness ; It was not only a suggestion, but the Metropolitan’ Board of 
Works and the corporation endeavoured all they could to induce the Go- 
vernment to bring in a bill to enforce that—that we should be compelled to 
sell our works to them at a price based on a 6 per cent. dividend, instead of 
10 per cent. Because of the risk incurred in gas manufacture, they said 
that would be an equivalent. All I can say is, that I have been counsel 
myself in cases where they have put it at that, and where 20 years pur- 
chase of the revenue was the sum; and there is no instance on record of | 
any such thing as Mr. Cardwell suggested, of any corporate body being 
allowed to compete with the ratepayers. Boards of works are very covetous 
of the profits of gas companies, and at Manchester they have applied a large | 
proportion of the profits in the reduction of local rates. 

By the Commitree: The price at Manchester is 3s. 3d., but they pay on 
a very small capital. For a long time they charged a high price, and made 
a large profit, and paid off capital. Now they pay on a very limited capital, 
and so they get it there at a small price. | 

Examination resumed: With regard to the proposed site, I do not mean to 
say it is the best we could select from, if allowed to do so, but it is the best 
we can find in a locality where there is no possible objection to gas-works. | 
It is further than I like from our district, because it must impose considerable 
expense in mains, but we are driven to it. I would sooner be at Victoria 
Park, but we cannot get there. I do not know the price of coal in Man-| 
chester, but they only burn cannel there. Wigan is quite close to Manchester, | 
whereas it is 200 miles from here. In 1866, when we got the money bill for | 
£325,000, we had originally gone for £1,300,000. At the present time, with | 
corresponding borrowing powers, we are coming for the balance of the sum’ 
we asked for in 1866—viz., £975,000. When we had to raise the £325,000. 
at 7 per cent. we had the greatest difficulty in doing so, and our shares were 
selling at a discount in the market. 

By the CommitreeE: We issued those shares with this advantage, that so’ 
long as the old shares, which were paying 10 per cent., should be able to pay 
as much as 7, the new should be 7; and, issued on those favourable terms, 
we called up, I think, £3 a share, and for a long time they were selling at 10s. 
discount in the market, simply on account of this agitation. Our ordinary) 
shares were selling at £64 and £65. 

Examination resumed: A great many of the shareholders and the directors, | 
when we found that difficulty, took their proportion, and paid up in fall to 
keep the company going, and there now only remains to be raised £66,300. | 
In addition to that we have uvexercised borrowing powers of £232,017. The 
average expenditure of capital per annum during the last few years, I think, 
comes to £111,000 for every gross million feet of gas. Therefore we have 
not sufficient to last for twelve months. If we do not get the money we ask 
for, no doubt we shall resort to some contrivance to increase our supply; but | 
that would be expensive and inconvenient, and therefore detrimental! to the 
public. We have already been driven to join the retorts in the beds, which | 
is inconvenient; and we have been obliged to have a tramway, and get the 
men to run the fuel along up to the top bed instead of the lower, which is 
inconvenient and expensive. 

By the CommitreE: To a consumer of £500 worth of gas in a year we) 
make a reduction at once of 5 per cent. ‘The railway companies take) 
£3000, £4000, or £5000 worth a year, and I think they get their gas at about 
3s. 8d. We have no bad debts there, and we deliver the gas to them in their’ 
meters without any risk. The charge to the parochial authorities varies | 
according to whether it is a dense or scattered district. The highest price, | 
I think, is 3s. 9d., and the lowest 3s. 3d. The railway companies take the 
whole trouble of distribution. What we call unaccounted-for gas—leakage, | 
and one thing and another—amounts to 12 or 14 percent. That does not; 
include gas burned on the premises. The leakage involves a good deal of | 
wilful leakage, I am afraid, which we cannot detect. Practically, the cost| 
of making gas is more than two-thirds, and therefore we have not Is. 4d. | 
left out of the 4s., which would be one-third. If you canvass the vestries| 
they will tell you they do not want the cannel gas, and I think the public! 
would say the same. The illuminating power at Manchester, I think, is 20) 
candles, No doubt the denser the population of a neighbourhood the greater 
the profit. It stands to reason, if you lay out £100 in putting down a main | 
on which you have 100 customers, you make more than if you have only ten 
on the same main. We make a uniform charge for private lights all over 
our district. In some places they do not; in Manchester, for instanee, | 
they charge more for the suburbs than the town. If we light the inside ot | 
our district for 4s. we must have more outside, because we take the mean. 
The Pheenix Company make a difference, and it is the same in Birmingham. 
By our bill we propose to leave it to the Board of Trade to raise the price 
under peculiar circumstance—in case of war, or where there isa difficulty | 
in getting coal, or anything of that kind. The company cannot raise it. | 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ropwett; Mr. Cardwell refused to let us go into! 
the question of the unbounded supply of cannel coal. The companies had | 
provided themselves with a large amount of evidence, scientific and geolo- | 
gical, ee ote the extent of the cannel-field, and what would be the effect 
of requiring its use in increasing its cost; but Mr. Cardwell said that was! 
not an inquiry into that subject, and that evidence was excluded. A great 
deal of evidence was allowed on the other side to show what cannel coal 
did, but we were not allowed to show what the amount of cannel coal was. | 
It seemed to me that there was a great predisposition to have cannel gas. In| 
1866, Lord Llanover’s committee fixed the dividend on the preference capital 
at 74 per cent.; afterwards, when we got our limited bill, Lord Redesdale | 
said we should not have more than 7; but Lord Llanover accompanied me! 
to Lord Redesdale, and pointed out that the committee had investigated it, | 
and that we ought to have 7}, which was the lowest dividend conceded to) 
any company. Mr. Cardwell, in passing the Chartered Bill, gave them 10| 
per cent., and if one company has it, I do not see why we should not; but 
we are in the hands of the committee as to the dividend. We will not take! 
10 per cent. on the terms offered to the Chartered. The operation of their} 
bill is that they may lose one year, but at the end, if fairly dealt with, they 
are to havé a price, whether it be 3s. 9d., 4s., or 5s., which will give them 
10 per cent. We want to have our capital at a price which will enable us 
to raise it as a trading oer To-morrow there might be an electric 
light or something started which would ruin our property. You cannot 
get money invested in a company as you can in Government securities. 

Re-examined by Mr. Ricnarps: The real meaning of our bill is that we 
ask the committee to grant us powers which were refused by Mr. Cardwell’s 
committees in 1867 and 1868. 

Mr. RicHARDS: The adverse decisions of the committees of 1867 and | 
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1868 were in consequence of the committee not being satisfied, either with 


the price you proposed to charge, or with the illuminating power? 

itness: I assume that was the case, and based upon this statement at 
the beginning, that the metropolitan Act, which had fixed the price and 
illuminating power, was too beneficial to us, by enabling us to make the 
dividend which Parliament authorized us to make, though under the ope- 
ration of that Act. We reduced the prices. I should state Mr. Ayrton 
gave notice of motion in the House that the bill of 1868 should be referred 
to the same committee as 1867. We objected to that in the House, and 
said it was not fair. Sir John Trollope had taken one view, and Mr. Card- 
well another, and it was not fair to send it to the same committee over 
again. Mr. Ayrton withdrew his motion, but the Committee of Selection 


appointed the same committee again. 
y the Commirrer: We require new capital both for. the purpose of 
creating new works and increasing our powers of distribution. Every year 


our mains are extending. © 
Mr. Joseph Clark, examined by Mr. Burke. 

I am one of the engineers of the Imperial Company. The company have 
three stations—Ftilham, King’s Cross, and Shoreditch. Fulham is not in 
our district now. We have been keeping our gas up to 14 candles, but the 
standard is 12. The gas is tested all day long at the stations, and at the 
district stations two or three times a day. There is an obligation to supply 
gas to all parts of the district where we are called upon to do so under 

nalties. The consumption has increased about 8 per cent. during the 

ast ten years. We have had to extend our works in a very expensive way 

—putting in 10 retorts instead of 5, and the men working on stages. There 
is plenty of land at Fulham to put up new works, but none at any of the 
other stations. We are probibited by Act of Parliament from enlarging the 
Fulham works. I do not think we could possibly put up retorts enough to 
carry us through next winter. We should have to do the same as we have 
done before. Supposing powers were given us for new works, and we had 
possession at once, it would be two years before they would be ready. Our 
new works would be in addition to, not in substitution of, the old. It 
would ruin us to pull down the old, which are all in good condition and 
perfect order. As regards putting up the new works, we could not do any- 
thing at all under £250,000. That would include lay-bys and bridges and 
all other things, which would do for a large quantity. The works at 
Fulham are on the river, and those at King’s Cross and Shoreditch on the 
Regent's Canal. They are well arranged for lighterage, coals, and everything 
else we want. The site we have chosen is well adapted for the purpose. 

By the CommitrEE: We should carry our pipes through the district of 
the Commercial Company. There are five or six different proprietors in 
the 47 acres we shall purchase. 

Examination resumed: I think the cost of our coal last year was about 
17s., including carriage and delivery to the works. Cannel coals vary from 
50s. to 25s. 

The following estimate for the new works was handed in by the witness :— 
Estimated Outlay of Capital which will be Necessary for the Erection of Works 


capable of Supplying ‘Iwo Million Feet of Gas in One Day from West Ham 
Marshes, within the next Three Years. 





For land on West Ham Marshes . . ..... . £39,700 
Weneing for @itt> ww tt tll hl tl hl lt 2,000 
Wharf anddock ..... 15,000 
Draining and levelling the land 3,000 
Bridges and approaches . . . 18,500 
£78,200 

For bi two retort-houses, each capable of producing 1,000,000 
cubic feet of gas in 24 hours, at £25,000 . . . . . =. . . 50,000 
Gasholders to hold 1,600,000 cubic feet, at 6d. per foot . . . . 40,000 

Engines, pumps, exhausters, scrubbers, purifiers, tanks, condensers, 
coal lift, railway, waggons, smiths and fitters shops, &c. . . 27,000 
One 48-inch main from West Ham to St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch 55,000 
£250,200 


Mr. J. R. Bonney, examined by Mr. Ricnarps. 


I am a valuer and surveyor. I am thoroughly acquainted with the value 
of the property about West Ham Abbey Marsh. The gas-works would be 
a benefit, by increasing the value of the land for building purposes. I con- 
sider the price to be given for the land a fair and proper price, 

By the CommitTEE: There is a rocket factory on the land, but I expect 
they will take that down. The land would be overflown by the Lea if the 
bank were to break. 

H. Chubb, Esq., examined by Mr. RicHarps. 

I am secretary to the Imperial Gas Company. ‘The company have agreed 
to purchase 47 acres of land from different individuals; that fronting the 
Lea at £1000 and £850 an acre, and the rear land at £250 an acre. They have 
also purchased some land on the west side of the Lea for £5000, with a view 
of making an approach road to the side of the works. ‘The rocket factor 
referred to isa mere shed, and will be removed. It is Sir Richard Congreves 
old rocket manufactory. 





Wepnespay, Apri 21. 
Mr. Chubb was recalled, and explained that through a clerical error the 
sum of £39,600 had been given, in the estimate handed in on the previous 
day, as the value of certain works and land at West Ham Abbey Marsh, 
instead of £30,600. He also produced the Jast half-yearly report of the 
Chartered Gas Company to prove the correctness of the statement made by 
Mr. Denison in his opening speech, that the dividend of that company had 
been reduced to 4} per cent. 
Mr. Thomas Hersey, examined by Mr. RicHarps. 

I am the chief inspector of the Imperial Gas Company, and have been in 
the company’s service nearly a quarter of acentury. I have the superin- 
tendence, with 24 sub-inspectors, of all the main-laying, the regulation of the 
pipes, the testing of the illuminating power of the gas, and the general dis- 
tribution of the gas throughout the company’s district. The gas is very 
frequently tested, both at the works and by district officers and independent 
observers; I should say twice a day over the range of the district. The 
length of the company’s mains is 630 miles. I have calculated what the 
rental of gas per mile of main is, as compared with the rental per mile of the 
City companies. The Imperial Gas Company's rental is about £840 per 
mile, and the City companies £1600, or about double. Supposing the rental of 
the Imperial Company was arranged upon a length of main proportionate 
to that of the City of London, the difference in the price of gas, for the cost 
of mains alone, works out 34d. per 1000 cubic feet. In addition to that the 
maintenanee in the City is very considerably lessened in consequence of the 
district being so condensed; and, being concentrated, all the expenses are 
much less in proportion to what they are in a straggling district. We light 
long streets, such as Harley Street and Wimpole Street, where the lighting is 
small as compared with Fleet Street; but that is above the average of our Gis- 
trict. We light Hampstead, Highgate, Hornsey, Stoke Newington, the Regent's 








Park, and Victoria Park, the returns on which lighting are much smaller than 
on a concentrated district like the City. It has always been admitted that the 

rice of gas outside the City ought to be 6d. per 1000 more than in the City. 
The price of coke as a residual product has of late years fallen off con- 
siderably. Since the introduction of coal so largely by railway the market 
for coke has much deteriorated, and our market for it is much worse than 
in the City. There they realize 10s. or 12s. on every 20s. for coal, whereas 
we can only realize 8s. 3d. for our 20s. worth of coal. This increases the 
cost of our gas 2d. per 1000 feet. To produce 16-candle gas will require the 
introduction of a considerable quantity of caunel coal. The more cannel 
coal used the greater is the deterioration in the quality of the coke produced; 
the quantity is also proportionately less, 4 

By the Commitrree: Our average illuminating power is just under 14 
candles, our standard being 12. , 

Mr. Ricnarps: Do you not find, practically, that in order to be perfectly 
safe from the penalties to which you are liable under the Act of 1860, you 
are obliged to work with something like two candles above the standard ? 

Witness: Always; a little more in the winter than in the summer. 

Mr. Ricuarps: Is it not a fact that gas sent for long distances, as must 
be the case with the Imperial Gas Company, may, from some cause, become 
deteriorated at great lengths from the works? 

Witness: It does so; our experience proves that the illuminating power 
decreases by travelling. 

Mr. Ricuarps: And therefore, in order to be perfectly safe at the ex- 
treme end, is it not necessary to start with a considerable margin at the 
works? 

Witness: We have found it prone en f to keep 14 in the summer and 2 
candles in the winter above the standard. 

Examination continued: Our gas is tested adversely to us by the ex- 
aminers appointed by the parochial authorities in St. Pancras and St. Mary- 
lebone. They test the gas when they please. In addition to this we make 
constant testings ourselves. We have no complaint whatever of the quality 
of the gas we supply. I am certain that the whole of the public are satis- 
fied with our gas, because we have a large number of collectors and 
inspectors, and it is my duty to ask every one of them, as I meet them, 
whether they hear any complaints. We have upwards of 65,000 customers. 
I am aware that there is not a single petition against our bill, suggesting 
~ complaints as to the quality of our gas. 

he CommitTEE: In case the preamble of the bill is declared to be 
proved, and the company purchase this land, wiil any part of the gas refuse 
find its way into the Thames? 

Witness: No; it is too valuable for that. It will all be sold and used in 
the district where the works are situated. That is the principal place for 
the manufacture of gas chemicals. 

The CommitTEE: Then no deleterious fluid will find its way into the 
Thames? 

Witness: There is no chance whatever of that? 

The CommitTEE: That will also apply to the River Lea? 

Witness: Quite so. 

Mr. Ricuarps: That is the case on behalf of the Imperial Gas Com- 
pany, and I believe, as Mr. Rodwell put in some documents in the course 
of his speech, that gives me a right to reply—a right which I propose to 
exercise in the briefest possible way. In the course of this inquiry some- 
thing has been said about the Metropolitan Board of Works, and of their 
disposition to purchase. I beg to remind the committee, no ——— of 
that sort is before the committee. The Metropolitan Board of Works, when 
asked if they were disposed to buy, did suggest that the terms they would be 
disposed to give would | be 6 per cent. for the 10 per cent. already earned— 
te:ms those interested in the property would consider ludicrous, and I 
think any gentleman of the committee, who had it proposed to have his 
interest cut down from 10 per cent. to 6 per cent., would also consider it 
ludicrous. But no such proposition is now, in any way, before the com- 
mittee, and I can only say this—and I say it in the presence of gentlemen 
who represent the large parish of St. Pancras—that if any attempt were 
made on the part of the Metropolitan Board of Works to get the City of 
London iv their hands, the great and influential parishes, such as Mary- 
lebone, St. Pancras, and Paddington, would be the first to rise up against 
the scheme. St. Pancras petitioned against the other bill in the Lords, but 
we need not trouble ourselves with that, because it is not before the com- 
mittee. Again, with regard to the estimates, no question has been raised 
in any degree with regard to the proposed site; no question is raised about 
that; ex concessis, the site is good, and the estimates are sufficient. With 
regard to whether the money is wanted for the purpose of reasonable 
extension, we have shown also, and it has not been questioned, that there 
has been in this year an increase amounting from 8 to 10 per cent. upon 
the corresponding year—that is to say, in ten years a double capital would 
be consumed, taking it at compound interest. I do not think that that can 
be considered an unreasonable length of time for any company, gas or 
otherwise, to ask for capital. The real question that remains is this— 
namely, the question of price and the illuminating powcr. Now, my learned 
friend Mr. Burke, when before you, did not disguise that that was a ques- 
tion which Mr. Cardwell, who I must beg you to bear in mind was discuss- 
ing a variety of different companies last year, though he had specially 
before him the case of the City companies, with the corporation of London 
setting up a counter scheme against them— 


The Cuairman: I think it would be better to speak of Mr. Cardwell’s 
committee, because remember it was a decision that they came to, and 
that decision is not a personal matter. 


Mr. Ricnarps: If I say Mr. Cardwell, it is not because I wish to saddle 
him with more responsibility than attaches to him, but being before that 
committee Mr. Cardwell did, as anybody who knows Mr. Cardwell will 
believe he did—he took a marked lead—he brought the very considerable 
powers of his mind to bear upon the thing I admit; in matter of form I 
ought to say Mr. Cardwell’s committee, but it is impossible to conceal from 
ourselves the great influence a person in Mr, Cardwell’s position is likely to 
bring to bear. Well, the position of the company is a peculiar one. ‘The 
report of Mr. Cardwell’s committee says that Parliament is not in the habit 
of employing as its engine compulsory legislation; it either sets up com- 
petition, which does not exist in this case, or it imposes terms, when a com-~- 
pany comes to Parliament to ask for an indulgence—that is to say, if the 
Imperial Gas Company are going to ask for permission to extend their 
capital as an indulgence at the hands of Parliament, then is the time to put 
the screw upon them, I do not say unfairly, but to impose terms less 
favourable to them and more favourable to the public; and so the fallacy 
lies in this, that the Imperial mary op 4 are not coming to Parliament to 
ask for an indulgence. I repeat the words my friend Mr. Burke used as 


a witness—the Imperial Gas Company say, and have said throughout, 
“ Draw a cordon round our present position; leave us in the enjoyment of 
the capital we have at present, and relieve us from the absolute necessity 



























































we are under of won ae mains when the parishes call upon us to do 
80, and we are content.” We are seeking to get rid of the annoyance whieh 
has been going on for the last few years, but the Act of 1860 says, “ You, 
»the Imperial Gas Company, shall have a certain district; you shall, under 
yjcertain circumstances, fill up that distriet. Every parochial authority, 
every private individual, situate within 50 vards of the main shall have the 
power of compelling you to go forward.” When Parliament said that,I say 
that if you are to make them supply the district in the way the Act of 1860 
demands, it follows that you must have power to do that which the 
Israelites could not do—make bricks without straw. No company could 
carry forward the supply, and occupy the district which the map shows, at the 
demand of these persons, unless they have money to do it with. And then 
comes the question, if that be so, upon what terms is that money to be 
granted? I should say, when Parliament said in 1860, “ You shail have 
this district; you shall, for the first time, be compelled to fill it up, and you 
shall have capital, on which you may divide at a certain rate provided you 
fulfil certain obligations”—I should say, and common sense says, if the 
cap:tal was insufficient to fulfil the obiigations, Parliament recognized the 
necessity of hereafter increasing that capital. But it is now said, if this 
capital is to be increased, it is suggested by the report of Mr. Cardwell’s 
committee, certain terms are to be imposed which are equivalent to £80,000 
a year being taken out of the pockets of the shareholders. 


The Cuatrman: When the Act was passed I presume the area of the 
district was settled among the respective companies, therefore the Imperial 
Gas Company took upon themselves the duty; they provided the gas for 
the district which was assigned to it. It was a voluntary duty which they 
assumed. 

Mr. Ricwarps: It was a voluntary duty. 
The Cuairnman: A voluntary act on the part of the company. 


Mr. Ricwarps: A voluntary act for this reason, that there was nobody 
else to supply the north of London. The Imperial Gas Company occupied 
that area, and any gentleman who knows London will tell you there is no 
other company that could supply it. All round the north of London, about 
Hampstead, Highgate, and so on, there is no gas company. The Imperial 
Gas Company were the only people; and, in point of fact, there is nothing 
to prevent the Imperial Gas Company northward from going to York. 
| There is no limitation to the northward direction—there is a limit in this 
|way, happily there is a limit to their obligation to supply under the terms 
of the Act of 1860—viz., the metropolitan area—but their power of going is 
jindefinite. What they say is—and I cannot repeat it too often—* We are 
/content where we are; let us stay where we are with our capital fructi- 
ifying; we shall be able in a short time to provide gas cheaper than we do 
|now, because the capital will fructify; but if you insist on our going for- 
'ward, we cannot go forward without you give us more money.” Then, 
assuming you say, “You shall have more money, but you shall do it on 
such terms as Mr. Cardwell’s committee imposed upon the City companies 
last | pom I say that imposes such terms upon a company lighting a scat- 
tered suburban district, as a large portion of their district is, there are 
other portions which are thickly populated; but you have this fact, that, 
whereas the City companies are earning upwards of £2000 rental per mile 
‘of main, the Imperial Gas Confpany only earns £840. You have the return 
jthat you got for a capital expended on some miles of main, and it shows at 
jonce that it is something like 2} to 1 in favour of the City companies; and 
therefore I say that a price that may be right, for aught I know, to fix 
/upon the City companies, becomes absolutely ruinous when imposed upon 
the Imperial Company. [ should have said we have evidence as regards 
ithe Chartered Company, and their case is deplorable enough, paying 7 per 
jcent, before the bill, and now paying 4}, and they do not know half the 
jevil that has come.upon them, because on the Ist of January they are to 
|reduce the price and raise the candles. And more, they are building addi- 
|tional works, and if they are called upon to pay out of their revenue the 
|interest upon the money occasioned to be spent by those additional works, 
|why they will not pay their working expenses. They may hope for the 
best, and hope things may not be so bad; but see the frightful example of 
the ruined property before your eyes. I think you cannot be surprised 
that the directors of the Imperial Gas Company hesitate to accept such 
terms. You have had it proved that 1d. per 1000 represents, upon the large 
scale which the Imperial Company do the work, £10,000 a year. If that 
3d. is taken off—I am sorry to repeat it, it is the gist of the whole thing— 
if that 3d. is taken off in price, £30,000 goes off; and add two candles, which 
is recognized as being worth 4d., that makes an addjtianal £50,000. It is no 
matter of speculation or calculation; it is as plain a demonstration as 
figures can make it—£80,000 comes off the clear profits of the company. 
I say again, to pay their interest at the prescribed rate requires about 
£140,000, in round numbers. Take that £80,000 off and £60,000 remains 
to pay the dividend, which, if it is to be at the prescribed rate, requires 
£140,000. That is, the company is reduced to paying 4 per cent. Under 
those circumstances, you cannot be surprised that the directors of the 
Imperial Gas Company, representing a large body of shareholders—and I 
do not appeal ad misericordiam to you—but you cannot be surprised that 
they positively decline, as long as it is — to hold life and soul toge- 
ther, to submit to terms which they believe will entail absolute ruin on the 
concern. They feel this, that the time may come when they can no longer 
offer any resistance. How the public are to get the gas no one knows, if 
the Imperial Gas Company are refused this capital, and those who instruct 
me do not know; but so long as there is life there is hope. The Imperial 
Gas Company are bound, they think, to resist such terms as they know 
will entail ruin upon them. If a man is to accept such terms as Mr. 
.{Cardwell imposed last year, it will entail certain ruin; and I can only say, 
to be knocked down and robbed is a misfortune that will overtake any 
man, but to commit suicide I may regard as a contemptible crime. I may 
remark, sir, further that none of the vestries are here opposing us in 
any way. 

The room was cleared, and the committee deliberated. On the parties 
being called in, 

The CuartrMan said: I have to announce the committee find the pre- 
amble of this bill proved, with the exception of the words in page 3, lines 
33 and 34, “coal mines and collieries.” In clause 7 of the bill, the com- 
mittee have decided on striking out, in lines 13 and 14, the words “ and 
subject to such condition as they may think fit.” And the committee 
have decided on inserting after clause 7 to this effect—“It shall not be 
lawful for the company in any year to make out of their profits any larger 
dividend on the additional share capital of £975,000, to be raised on the 
powers of this Act in respect of every £100 actually paid of such capital, 
than 7 per cent. in the case of ordinary capital, and 6 per cent. in the case 
of preference capital.” And in clause 25, line 9, after the words “ 1860,” 
the following words will be inserted—“ and after the Ist day of January, 
1871, the maximum price shall be 3s. 9d. per 1000 cubic feet, as described 
by the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860.” 
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| Mr. Cooper: On the part of the vestry of St. Pancras, and I believe on 
the part of Paddington also, we propose the same clause which Mr. Card- 
well approved of in 1867. 

Mr. Ricnarps: We have got a clause to meet that. ae 

Mr. Coopgr: I believe we are perfectly agreed upon the spirit of the 
clause, and everything else in it, but the promoters want the word “cus- 
tomer” instead of “consumer” in the fifth line, and the further alterations 
| I do not care about. 

Mr. TooGoop: I appear on behalf of Paddington parish}and agree to that. 

Mr. Ricuarps: I understand we agree to this. It is a clause which runs 
thus, in which the parochial authorities are interested—* The companies 
shall not charge a higher price for gas per 1000 feet to any local authority 
for public lamps than the price for the time being charged to any other 
customer, unless there are special circumstances justifying the charge of a 
lower price to such customer, and upon an allegation that there are such 
circumstances, the question may be determined by an arbitrator under the 
Lands Clauses Act of 1845.” That secures to the local authorities that 
they shall have the lowest price charged to anybody else; but if there be 
any circumstances that may make a difference, that that shall be referred 
to arbitration. 

The committee then proceeded to settle the clauses. 

On clause 16, 

The Cuarrman said he thought certain words should be struck out, as the 
price of gas under the bill was altered from the Ist of January in the present 

ear. 
“ Mr. Ricnarps: We understand the price comes into operation in 1871. 

The CHarRMAN: 1869 is the reduction that is inserted in the bill. 

The CommitTEB: We considered that it was at present reduced to 4s, 

The CHarrMAN : The moment this bill comes into operation the price is 
reduced to 4s. We might strike out the words after the year 1871]. — 

Mr. Baxter: The committee have fixed the price for 1871. It is to be 
3s, 9d. then. 

The CHarrnman: But we do not interfere with the provisions of the 
Metropolis Gas Act of 1860, which will allow of complaint being made of the 
gas being charged too high. We leave you under the provisions of the Act 
of 1860 until the 1st of January, 1871; but we do not interfere with the right 
of the-public to complain of the gas being too high prior to that. — 

Mr. Baxter: I am afraid there is a misconception on the mind of the 
committee as to that. ‘The provision of the Act of 1860 is, if the company 
want to raise it above 4s. 6d., then the public may come in. 

The CommitreE: They evidently intended the price of gas should be 4s. 
now up to 1871. , 

Mr. Baxter : So it will be after the Ist of January, 1869. The maximum 
price should be 4s, The only alteration required is that 1869 should be put 
forward to 1872, : y 

The Commitree: By your own provisions in the Act you give the price, 
and by this clause you give the parties power to come in and complain of 
the 4s., so long as it lasts. 

Mr. Baxrer: I understand the mind of the committee to be, that we 
should take 4s, down to 1871, and then reduce to 3s, 9d. If that is the mind 
of the committee, there is no complaint until at least a year after we should 
be under the 3s. 9d., so that this appeal should come into play in 1872. 

The Commirrec: There can be no complaint made until next January, 
February, or March ; therefore it is not necessary to put in any date. — 

Mr. Baxrer: There is a clause in the Act of 1860; it is only in the 
event of our advancing the price beyond 4s. 6d. that that comes into opera- 
tion. There is a clause enabling the Board of Works to complain of ‘the 
price. Now, as the committee have given us 4s, until 1871, and in 1871 we 
should commence with 3s. 9d., they at least mean us to try the 3s. 9d. for 
three months before the public can come in and have the price reduced. 

The Cuatrnman: That may or may not have been the mind of the com- 
mittee, but the real truth is that the committee do not wish to interfere 
with the right of the public to complain of the price of gas. All that the 
committee desire is that the price of gas shall positively be reduced on the 
Ist of January, 1871, to 3s, 9d.; but the committee do not interpose them- 
selves in any way between the public and yourselves in reference to the 
price of gas up to the lst of January, 1871. I think that is the view of the 
committee. The committee will,strike out the words “‘after the year 1869,” 
they having fully considered that point. . 

Mr. Baxter: So as to give them the eae of appeal now, if they like > 

The Cuarrman : Yes; to give the public the power of appealing. 

Mr. Baxter: We have not the slightest objection. 

‘The committee then passed the clauses of the bill. 

Mr. Ricuarps: Will you allow me to call attention to this? In clause 
16 it appears to me the public have the power of appealing to the commis- 
sioners, and, under a certain state of circumstances, obtaining a reduction 
in the price of gas; but supposing the price to be reduced, the company 
subsequently have the power of calling and showing, by a process of revi- 
sion, that that reduction has, in point of fact, reduced them too low, and so 
it would appear they can be remitted to the old price; but supposing, from 
any circumstance—such as a war taking place, or any other circumstance— 
the price should turn out to be absolutely inadequate to pay the dividend, 
there is no power in the company to go before the commissioners in the first 
instance and insist upon an inquiry to raise the price, although that price 
may be shown to be absolutely inadequate to pay the dividend. I do not 
know what the views of the committee are upon that. 

The Cuatrman : You did not raise that point before us in evidence or in 
your address. < | 

Mr. Ricuarps: That is quite true. You observe this, until we found the 
3s. 9d. price was to be fixed for us, it was comparatively immaterial. | 

The Cuarrnman: The 4s. price you had inserted in your bill; therefore it 
must have been duly considered by those who advised you. You are in no 
worse plight with regard to the mode of appeal. It is the same whether the 
price is 3s. 9d. or 4s. You come before us asking us to fix the price at 4s. ; | 
therefore the remedy is the same, whether you give the price at 4s. or 3s, 9d, | 


Mr. Ricuarps: But might I be permitted to suggest that the possibility, | 
or the probability rather, of that becomes greater the lower in price you go ; 
and what I suggest is that while, on one hand, the public have the power of 
going to the commissioners, and saying, ‘‘ These men are making too much ; 
cut them down;”’ but if from any state of circumstances—say, for instance, ' 
as a foreign war, and coals rising in price, and so on—the profit becomes in- | 
adequate, then the company should be able to go and say, *‘ We cannot get: 
a profit from this;”’ it seems to me they should be able to initiate it. in' 
answer to the chairman’s remark, it is true when the thing stood at 4s. we | 
were content to run the risk ; but now that it is reduced to 3s. 9d., the pro- 
bability of our requiring that would become much greater. é 

The CuatrMan : It is rather interfering with the Metropolis Gas Act of 
1860, which is a matter of some moment and consideration. 








Mr. Ricuarps: This is a deviation from the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860 







































































314 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 





[April 27, 1869. 





—the notion of having these commissioners at all, The only thing is 
whether, in instituting a new tribunal to decide the question, you should 
not give each side the opportunity of having their rights adjudicated upon 
by the commissioners. 

The Cuarrman: The committee are of opinion that you come before us 
too late to ask us to insert any such clauses of that sort; when your bill was 
drawn, or when you brought the subject before the committee, that point 
should have been mooted. If you wish to have any words inserted to that 
effect, the committee think you should take means to haye the bill recom- 
mitted. We think it is too late to raise that question now. 








Legal intelligence. 


VICE CHANCELLOR’S COURT.—Sarurpay, Apri 17, 
(Before Vice-Chancellor Sir W. M. James.) 
_ In re THE PHOTOGENIC GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 

In this case there were two petitions—one by Mr. Thomas, the late 
manager of the company, and a creditor, for a compulsory order ; the other 
by the voluntary liquidators for a supervision order. 

The company was formed in 1863 for the working of a patent granted to 
Mr. Mongruel for the manufacture of photogenic gas. The company’s works 
were at Stratford. The company went into voluntary liquidation in the 
month of September, 1867. Mr. Thomas claimed upwards of £700 for 
salary, and £125 for money lent to the company; but the liquidators dis- 
puted Mr. Thomas’s debt. ‘The assets were represented to be about £1900, 
and the debts about £2500. 

Mr. CursTER nppeored in support of Mr, Thomas’s petition; Mr. BARBER 
supported it for shareholders; Mr. A. C, MrtteR and Mr. Everirr sup- 
ported the liquidators petition, and opposed that of Mr. Thomas. 

His Honovr thought that as the plaintiff’s debt was disputed, and the evi- 
dence did not clearly show that the company were insolvent, the best course 
was to make a supervision order on the liquidators petition, and direct an 
inquiry whether anything is due to Mr. Thomas, leaving the question of his 
costs to be dealt with after the result of the inquiry was ascertained. 





GUILDHALL POLICE COURT.—Tuunspay, Aprit 165. 
(Before Alderman Frxnis.) 

The Chartered Gas Company appeared this day on a summons taken out 
by Ernest Marshall, of 12, Aldgate High Street, who complained that he, 
being desirous of obtaining a supply of gas, was unable to agree with the 
as ag upon the amount of security for the payment thereof. 

r. Curtis, solicitor, appeared for the defence, 

The complainant, Mr. Marshall, stated that he was an eating-house keeper, 
and last Friday week entered into possession of the premises, 12, Aldgate 
High Street. On Saturday afternoon, finding that the gas had been cut off, 
he went to the ——— office, and saw a man who told him that all the 
people had left. On Monday, being busy, he sent his brother, who signed 
a contract for him, and paid a deposit of £3, for which he received a receipt. 
Later in the day he sent a request that the gas would be laid on, but his 
messenger brought back the deposit of £3, and said somebody in the office 
had taken the receipt from him. Complainant then went to the office him- 
self, and was told that a mistake had been made by one of the clerks in 





The Cuarrman, in moving the adoption of the report, said that the con- 
struction of the works of the company was being vigorously prosecuted, and 
that they would be completed within the stipulated time. 

The report was received and adopted. 





LONDON GASLIGHT COMPANY. 


The Half-Yearly Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company was held 
at the Freemasons Tavern, on Wednesday, the 14th inst.—J. R. Hatt, Esq., 
the governor, in the chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. Dove) read the notice convening the meeting. 

On the proposal to fix the seal of the company to the register of shares, 

Mr. Ruopes asked who had examined the register. 

The Governor: The secretary. 

Mr. Ruopes said he disapproved of the secretary alone examining the 
register of shares in these critical times for gas property. He thought two 
or three of the directors ought to examine it every half year. 

The Governor: The dividend can only be paid on the share capital as it 
appears in the accounts, and every voucher of every paid up share is checked 
by the auditors. ‘The register of shareholders having once been formed, no 

teration can be made in it without a deed executed and stamped, and 
transference made in pursuance of that deed. I cannot see how any fraud 
could be possible, because the balance-sheet shows the amount of our share 
'eapital, and we cannot pay dividend on more than that share capital. If, 
for example, 20 shares stood in my name, and my name was erased from the 
register and another name put in, when I came to receive my dividend it 
would be short of the dividend on these shares. We take care to pay only 
a dividend on our share capital, and therefore it does occur to me that 
there can be no fraud in that particular. 

The following report and statements of account were taken as read :— 

Your directors submit to you the half-yearly accounts showing the result of the 
manufacture and distribution of the company’s gas up to the $lst day of December 














accepting the £3; that £5 16s, was owing for the last tenant’s gas. and 
that they were not going to be ‘‘done” by him (complainant). m- 
plainant replied that he was willing to pay a deposit of £3 or £5, but he 
refused to pay the last tenant’s account. ‘The company refused to accept). 
this offer, and declined to put on the gas. He then came for the present 
summons. He had made two applications since, and they stated that they 
ve accept half the last tenant’s debt, but would not put on the gas 
without. 

In reply to Alderman Frnnis, complainant said the ordinary consumption 
was from 30s. to £2 per quarter. ‘ 5 

In cross-examination by Mr. Curtis, he stated that he did not tell the 
company’s officer that he ‘had agreed to pay the back rates and taxes. He 
did not know there was any account owing for the gas. It was cut off before 
he took possession. The shop had been shut up. . 

Mr. Oxz (chief clerk) said that according to the Act of Parliament such 
security was to be given as the consumer and the gas company might agree 
upon, and if they could not agree the security was to be determined by the 
magistrate, whose decision was in all cases final. , 

Mr. Curtis remarked that the company were willing to let the complainant 
have the gas without a deposit if he paid the arrears of the former tenant. 

Alderman Friynis: You have no power to force the incoming tenant to pay 
the arrears. 

Mr. Curtis said £3 was the amount agreed on, and they would take that. 

Mr. Oke: They refused to take £5. : 

Mr. Curtis said £5 was required as due from the outgeing tenant. 

Alderman Frvnis repeated that he had no power to enforce payment of 
the arrears of a former tenant, and decided that the company should take £3 
as a deposit from the complainant, and pay 8s. costs. 


Miscellaneous News. 


NICTHEROY (BRAZIL) GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 


The First Annual Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company was held 
at No. 7, Westminster Chambers, Victoria Street, on Tuesday, April 20— 
Mr. CroKER PENNELL in the chair. 

The following report and cash account were presented :— 

In presenting to the shareholders the first annual report, the directors repeat 
their conviction of the promising nature of the eutergeie. if 

In establishing this company it was not deemed advisable to ask the co-operation 
of the public generally until a suitable ama of ground had been secured, the 
transfer of the concession, and the recognition of the company by imperial decree 
obtained, and all legal formalities in Brazil complied with. These preliminaries 
were not completed till January last. In the interval the purchase of the ground 
has been completed and transferred to the company, a considerable portion of the 
materials has been shipped, and Mr. Bulman, who will superintend the execution 
of the works, has arrived in Rio. 

The directors are assured that, as soon as the works have commenced, the exten- 
sion of the privileges already applied for and recommended by the directors of the 
public works will be granted. 

Since closing the annexed account, an additional sum of £1 per share has been 
received upon all the shares placed in Brazil; ands the shareholders there, during 
the ensuing month, will pay a further sum of £1 per share, the board have deter- 
mined to make a call of £2, payable during the month of May, on the shares held 
in Europe, in order to equalize the amount paid, which will then be £4 per share. 














Dr. CASH ACCOUNT, for the Year ending December 31, 1868. Cr. 
To Cash received— By Cash paid to Mr. Vallance and Mr. Cobb (as trustees of 
£2 per share,on420shares . . . . 4... £840 0 0 Captain Braga), on account of purchase-money for 
i Gitte, on 460 @itto . . ww kk tl 440 0 0 + « « ws soo hii aca hs. ee ee 
anaes, GE Ge. 2. 2. sc et tte 2,630 0 0 Printing prospectuses and Articles of Association ; post- 
Se a 8 Se a Sw se ee 11515 1 
Expenses in Brazil— 
Legal and other disbursements; pro- 
vincialand at Council of State; stamps, 
&c., for transfer of concession and 
obtaining Imperial Decree . . . £788 0 0 
Translation of Articles of Association 
ee. + > © » eg we 25 14 5 
Printing, advertising, and stationery . 5213 0 
Engineering expenses. . . .. . 165 0 8 
Brokerageonshares . ..... 75 7 2 
CPE. « » + » 6 = « 3710 5 
Travelling expenses ..... ., 6016 0 
ae 1,205 1 8 
Balances . . « 0 « « iad seh ip ly Amy 1,589 3 3 
£3,910 0 0 £3,910 0 0 
ag a A MS a ea £1,589 3 3 


last. A copy of the balance-sheet and a statement of the profit and loss for the past 
half year are annexed to this report. It will be seen that, after appropriating £750 
to the redemption-fund, in accordance with the provisions of the London Gaslight 
Act, 1857, the sum of £31,340 15s. 6d. remains applicable to dividend. Out of that 
sum the directors recommend that the dividends upon all classes of preference 
shares and stocks be paid on or after the 15th inst., and that a dividend of £2 10s. 
per share be paid upon the ordinary shares which were paid up in full on or before 
the 3lst day of December last. 

The low price obtained for the residual products in the manufacture of gas during 
the past half year, and the high temperature of the past summer, which tended to 
check the usual increase of gas consumption, have had a prejudicial effect on the 
income of the company, and this has been felt by all other metropolitan gas 
companies. 

The loss arising from leakage of gas is a matter which has constantly occupied 
the attention of your directors, and although*this has been greatly diminished, it is 
an object still in view, and they continue to seek its still further reduction by in- 
creasing the capacity of the mains as occasion requires. 

The late Government gave a notice in the month of November last to enable them, 
if it was considered desirable, to introduce a bill into Parliament in the present 
session for further regulating the supply of gas in the metropolis. Your directors, 
in conjunction with the directors of other companies, had an interview with the 
President of the;Board of Trade on the subject, when the question was very fully 
discussed before him; which resulted in his intimating in the House of Commons 
that it was not the intention of the Government to bring in any bill in respect of such 
notice, 

It becomes the duty of your directors to announce to you the death of their 
respected and highly, valued, secretary, Mr. Hinde; and they feel they cannot pass 
over this melancholy circumstance without bearing special testimony to his sound 
judgment and great ability, exercised for the benefit of the company during a pe:iod 
of upwards of thirty years. f 

The death of Mr. Watson, the late engineer, has also occurred, who had from time 
to time rendered the pany valuable services. ‘ 

Your directors have made appointments to supply the vacant offices, and it will be 
the duty of the general meeting to fix the salary to be paid to their present secretary. 

Three directors—namely, John Robert Hall, Esq., Major Rohde Hawkins, Esq., 
and William Christie, Esq., retire by rotation; and, being eligible, offer themselves 
for re-election. ’ . 

One auditor—namely, Miles Miley, jun., Esq., retires also by rotation ; and, being 
eligible, offers himself for re-election. 



































































years to remedying that, by putting down larger mains to supply the con- 
sumers, and to prevent gas being forced through and wasted. You will all 
regret the loss we have had, since we last met here, in the death of our 
respected secretary, Mr. Hinde. You are probably all aware that it was by an 
accident that he lost his life, and that he had served this company well and 
faithfully for a great number of years. It has been a subject of great regret 
to us that very nearly at the same time we lost our engineer, Mr. Watson, 
who had not been with us so long, but who had rendered us good service, It 
became our duty to appoint gentlemen to fill these two offices. With regard 
tothe secretaryship, we received communications from several of the share- 
holders, and acting in accordance with them, we appointed Mr. Dove, who 
had been in the service of the company for many years. With regard to 
our engineer, we advertised, and received many applications, and out of 
them we selected Mr. Morton, from the Phenix Company, who had had 
the management of their district works at Vauxhall, and from what we have 
seen of him since the commencement of this year we have good reason to be 
satisfied with the appointment. It will devolve upon you to fix the salary 
to be paid to your secretary. The late Government gave notice of a bill in 
November last for regulating the supply of gas in the metropolis. In con- 
cert with the directors of other companies, we entered into communications 
With the President of the Board of Trade on the subject, and during these 
negotiations we were much indebted to one of your directors, Mr. Kinnaird, 
You know that as the result of these negotiations the bill has been given up, 
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Dr, BALANCE-SHEET, December 31, 1868. Cr. 
To Shares— re ey eee te -£710,974 12 7 
7213 ordinary . . £360,650 0 0 EEN ess ey nn eas ay a 17,763 10 7 
465bluepreference, 23,250 0 0 Goods and productsin store . . 18,945 18 2 
172 red ditto 8,600 0 0 Amount to receive on shares, viz. :— 
———» CONF » s 0 ee 8 £2,933 15 3 
£392,500 0 0 A preference , - 67,705 0 0 
5610 first ditto . 140,250 0 0 ——————_ 70,638 15 3 
7622 A ditto . 190,550 0 0 Ditto owing for gas . : £56,397 11 11 
—— £723,300 0 0 Ditto owing for coke, &c. . 5,410 16 9 
Debenture stocks . ‘aa 29,768 12 6 Ditto owing for house-rent 1,849 7 2 
—_—£753,068 12 6 Ditto owing for sundries . . , 1,659°7 1 
ee. has sk teh eh hth hell eee : 65,317 2 11 
Trade and other debts. . ... - . 38,364 13 5 | Cash on deposit . , £5,000 0 0 | 
Unpaid dividends i Hee ee ee ty 3,065 17 2 | Dittoinhand. . . . + « + 8,027 12 1 
| ee ee ee 6,541 5 6 | 13,027 12 1 i 
Balance of profit, viz.— Amourt of debenture stocks,aspercontra . , . . 29,768 12 6 ' 
From previoushalfyear. . . , £30,787 19 10 | 
Half year ending Dec. 31, 1868 , 27,310 3 4 | | 
| £58,098 3 2 | 
Dividends, Oct. 15, 1868— | 
Preference shares , £8,103 18 2 | | 
Debenture stocks , 835 19 6 | 
Ordinary shares. , 17,817 10 0 | 
es | SF F 
—— 31,34015 6 
£926,436 4 1 £926,436 4 1 
Dr. PROFIT AND LOSS, Half Year ending December 31, 1868. Cr. | 
EY 6% eg} wie is whe g 6 9 - £36,246 2 1 Gas. . . . « © 6 © © © © © 0 0 oo 5 £OK,818 18 9 
ihe, « + 6) f° ‘rsress-¢ ae ® Coke and other products . . . «+ «+ « «+ « 17,1438 9 1 | 
Tradesmen’saccounts , os «© ow ow ow ow «689,508 13 O ee + 6s ee ee 8 6 Le Orn 859 0 6 
Meters—repairing and fixing. . ...... +. 41,969 3 0 | 
Directoryandauditing. . .. . 800 0 0 
Galeries . .. : = 3 2,543 14 6 
Rates and taxes . 3,310 15 11 } 
EE wily 9g op>s eo el, a> 972 11 O 
| ee ee ee a ee ee 821 11 0 
Stationery . ee ee ae 105 13 9 
Incidentalexpenses. . . . . . -« 1,068 16 1 | 
Allowances and bad debts . 1,159 11 1 
Law and parliamentary expenses. ce ee we 634 1 8 { 
ee ee ee ee ee | 
£102,221 8 4 £102,221 8 4 | 
Interest on borrowed money . . . + + + «+ . £2,490 2 4 Balance broughtdown, . . « « «+ «© + + « » £30,550 5 8 
Redemption-fund . + 8 2.8. & © a 6 750 0 0 | 
ne os ss ¢ oS 6 « eb ee ee Oe Se | 
$30,550 5 8 £30,550 5 8 
Dr. DIVIDEND-FUND. Or. 
| To Amount of preference shares dividend, By Surplus profits, June 30,1868, . . .« « « + « «+ £30,787 19 10 
Oct. 15,1868 .. . . . £8,103 18 2 Balanceasabove. . . . . © © «© © © «© «© « 24,810 3 4 
Ditto debenture stocks . ° ee 835 19 6 
Ditte ordinaryshares . . ... ;- 17,817 10 0 
—— £26,757 7 8 
Belence. . . 2 2 6 6 0 0 te 0 ow ow oo «6681015 6 
£58,098 3 2 £58,098 3 2 
The Governor: It now becomes my duty to move—* That the report of | and that general legislation on the subject has been averted for the present. 
the directors laid before the meeting be received and adopted.” In doing | With these observations I beg leave to move the adoption of the report. 
80, it is not necessary for me to trouble you with many observations. The Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion, and asked what the leakage had been 
accounts have been made up in the usual way, and I believe they will be | brought down to. 
found in every degree perfect. I have investigated them, and satisfied The Governor: It is now about 14 per cent., and it used to be upwards 
myself that they are correct, as far as I pony could, before they were | of 40. 
laid before you. During the last half year, from the state of trade and from Rev. Mr. RyLanps did not rise to offer any opposition to the adoption of 
the low price obtained for our residual products, we have been obliged to | the report; on the contrary, he desired to express his sense of the watchful- 
pay very strict attention to economy in carrying on our works, to enable us | ness of the interests of the company shown by the chairman and his col- 
to come before you and recommend you to declare the dividend that we have | leagues. But he wished to know if the chairman could give them any 
hitherto done. The high temperature of last year had a manifest influence | particulars with regard to the possible action of the corporation of London 
upon the use of gas, and the sale of coke and other products, and I regret | and whether their proposed plans would affect this company. He believ 
to say that there has been a great falling off in that particular. Over that | they had given notice of a bill. 
‘ou must be aware that we have nocontrol, We can only deal with the The GovVERNOR said there was no bill this year. The Act of 1868 ap- 
cts as they come before us; -and it has been our earnest endeavour to meet | plied to the City alone, and did not affect them. 
that loss in the best way we possibly could by economizing in every Mr. C. Doane said he should like to ask a question with regard to the 
way our expenditure. It is only two years ago, although this company | auditors. The auditorship was of such importance in these days, when con- 
was established in 1833, that we had sufficient gasholder room to enable | fidence was shaken in companies generally, that he should like to know 
us to continue our retorts during Monday. Formerly, much less gas | whether the auditors did their duty efficiently. He would take two items 
being consumed on the Sunday, these retorts were opt heated, | in the balance-sheet—Cash on deposit, £5000; cash in hand, £8027 12s, 1d. 
but not at work during the Monday; but we have had during the last year | Did the auditors take these amounts from the books, or did they go to the 
and a half abundance of gasholder room to enable us to make gas and store, | bankers themselves, and see whether, on the 3lst of December, these two 
so to have a day’s consumption in case of a fog, and the want of which in my | items were right? In his opinion, it was not sufficient to take these items 
early days of connexion with the company was a great drawback. Having | simply from the books, and all the mischief which had arisen would not 
got that to our heart’s content, we next devoted our attention to the leakage, | have occurred if auditors had done their duty. Then in giving the amount 
which used to be three times the amount that it now is. In my early con- | of the October dividends, they ought not to have been satisfied merely with 
nexion with this company the leakage was very great. In consequence of | the company’s books, but to have seen the bankers cheques. In making 
the small area of the pipes the gas was forced through them, a sufficient | these remarks it must be understood that he had no desire to cast any || 
quantity was not able to go to the public, and the complaints which were | reflection upon any one. 
made I well recollect. In the lower parts of our district we were unable to The GovERNOR understood that the balance at the bankers was taken 
force our gas down, and our attention has been directed during the last few | from the bankers pass-book, which it would be admitted was sufficient evi- 
































dence of it. With respect to the dividends, the warrants were produced and 
examined, and not a single amount was puid without a voucher initialed by | 
some of the directors. 

Mr. Doane did not know that this explanation was quite satisfactory. In| 
the case of the Joint-Stock Bank there was a party who got two pass-books, | 
and it was through that that all the mischief arose. e saw no difficulty | | 
Se eplioe going to the bankers and seeing that the pass-books were | | 
all right. } 

The Governor said the bankers book came before him or one of the || 
directors, and the sums paid in by the collectors were checked by him, | 
They got the book direct from the bankers, and they never found an|| 
error in it, 

Mr. Ruopes asked what was included in the incidental expenses. 

The GovERNOR said they embraced several matters too small to be put} 
into a separate account, such as postage stamps. The account was open to 1| 
any shareholder to go and inspect, and see of what it was made up. All the 
— in it came before the Finance Committee, and were sanctioned || 
weekly. 

Me. Demar, one of the auditors, said they were most careful never to 
certify to ae unless they were satisfied that it was correct. They had 
power to call for all papers and documents from the directors, and examined 
most carefully into wy age Race pe with the accounts, They would, | 


however, act upon the hint which had now been given them. 
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Mr. Syxes said that, if any fraud took place in the banking accounts, the 
bank, and not this company, would have to bear the loss. 

A SHAREHOLDER remarked that that would only be in a case where the 
fraud was committed by a servant of the bank, and not by a servant of this 


company. 

The Govenmen was very glad that this conversation had occurred, be- 
cause, if they had not hitherto paid sufficient attention to the subject, it 
would draw their attention to it. Their only desire was to carry out the 
wishes of the shareholders. The auditors were appointed by the share- 
holders, and not by the directors, and therefore any instructions which the 
meeting gave would be received ‘by the auditors. It was the duty of the 
directors to give them every facility to perform their.duties, and he believed 
the auditors would admit that these facilities had always been afforded by 
the directors. There would certainly be no difficulty in one of the auditors 
going to the bankers, and ascertaining what amount really stood to the 
credit of the company. 

Mr. Sy«xs asked if the dividend-fund would remain undiminished after 
paying the proposed dividend. 

he Governor replied that it would remain much about the same. 

Mr. Sykes said there were only seven directors at the present board, and 
asked why the vacancy had not been filled up. 

The Governor said it was perfectly true that there was a vacancy at the 
board, and that the directors had not filled it up. In doing so, they had 
only followed the example of other companies, and believed that it was in- 
expedient to do so. e business of the company was mainly done by com- 
mittees, who went into the various questions submitted to them, and reported 
to the board. They had also refrained from fillidg up the vacancy because 
there might be some alterations or amalgamations with other companies ; 
but it was open to any shareholder to give notice of his intention to apply 
for the vacant seat at the board. “tg 

The motion was then agreed to, 

A resolution authorizing the payment of the dividends on the preference 
shares, and of a dividend of £2 10s. per share, being at the rate of 10 per 
cent. Lg annum on the ordinary shares of the y, was proposed, and 
carried, 

Mr. Lysiey proposed the re-election of Mr. J. R. Hall as a director of 
the company, and bore testimony to his unwearied attention to their inte- 
rests, and to the sagacity which he brought to bear on their business. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Hatt returned thanks, and said that when he looked back to the 
time when he first joined the company in 1847, and the troubles in which 
they were then involved, and compared it with the proud position at which 
they had now arrived, it was a great gratification to him. 

The Hon. AkTHUR KINNAIRD proposed the re-election of Major Rohde 
Hawkins as a director. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. LysLey moved the re-election of Mr. Christie, and spoke of the saga- 
3 and knowledge which he displayed in the management? the company’s 
affairs, ‘ 

Mr. Curisrix returnéd thanks, and hoped the company would be able for 
many years to come to pay a 10 per cent. dividend. 

Mr. Miles Miley was re-elected an auditor of the company. 

The Governor then proposed that the salary of the secretary should be 
£500 per annum, and said that the directors had reason to ihe that it 
would be satisfactory to Mr. Dove. 

Major HAWKINS seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 

Mr. Dove returned thanks, and said it would be his endeavour to conduct 
the business of the company, so far as it devolved upon him, with the 
success which his predecessor had done. 

Votes of thanks to the governor and directors and to the officers of the 
company terminated the proceedings. 





PRESENTATION OF A TESTIMONIAL TO MR. W. KING, OF THE 
LIVERPOOL UNITED GAS COMPANY. 


Some months since, the workmen employed in the various departments of 
the works of the Liverpool United Gaslight Company decided upon present- 
ing to Mr. William King, the engineer of that company, a testimonial ex- 
pressive of their esteem for hjm, on the occasion of his marriage, which then 
took place. Accordingly, about 800 of them subscribed for a beautiful silver 
epergne, from the manufactory of Messrs. Cartwright and Woodward, of 
Birmingham, of the value of nearly £200. The testimonial bears the fol- 
lowing inscription :—‘‘ Presented to William King, Esq., engineer, by the 
employés of the Liverpool United Gaslight Company, on the occasion of his 
marriage, February 3, 1869." The presentation was made on the 20th inst., 
in the Crescent Chapel Day School, William Henry Street, which was 
crowded by the subscribers and their wives and friends. Mr. Daniel Lomas, 
superintendent of the Athol Street gas station, occupied the chair, and 
there were also upon the platform Mr. and Mrs. William King, Mr. Robert 
King, Miss King, Mrs. George Miller, Mr. John King, and Mesers. B. Blower, 
W. Barratt, W. L. Crosby, R. Price, W. Cleland, J. Smith, R. Jones, C. 
Harper, E. H. Harris, H. M. Miller, and S. Haynes. After tea, 

The CHAIRMAN opened the proceedings by observing that he presided on 
that occasion as the representative of the subscribers, numbering 800 work- 
men, in the employ of the Liverpool United Gaslight Company; but to the 
senior servant of the company and friend of Mr. King would be delegated the 
duty of presenting the testimonial. The name of King was inseparably con- 
nected in the annals of Liverpool with the illumination of the town with 
gas, which had now been introduced there for a period of something like half 
acentury. He need not inform those present that Mr. King’s family had 
been connected with the company since ‘its commencement, and that the 
company’s success during the long period of its existence must ever be asso- 
ciated with the talents and character of Mr. King’s honoured father (the late 
Mr. Alfred King). Their guest, Mr. King, might look upon that testimonial 
ayn of the esteem which they entertained for his father, who was loved 
and honoured by them all, and of their appreciation of the son’s character 
and worth. Their guest had now for several years been connected with the 
company, and had been selected to fill the high position held by his father. 
‘The chairman then referred to the testimonial, alluding especially to the 
spontaneity with which the movement for such a presentation had been 
— and supported. 

r. ROBERT CE, agentes of the company’s station at Caryl 
Street, then (addressing Mr. King) made the presentation. After some 
introductory observations, he continued: I have to inform you, sir, that as 
soon as it was known you were about to make that interesting change in 
your condition which most men do at least once in their lives, there was a 
wide-spread saan © emanating principally from the workmen of the Liver- 
pool United Gaslight Company, not to allow the auspicious occasion to pass 
over without some tangible expression of their kind and affectionate regard 











for your future happiness; and so spontaneous was this feeling throughout 
the whole of the establishment that we soon found ourselves in @ posi to 
carry our wishes into effect. Our principal difficulty has been to select 
something that would be both pleasing and useful, as well as a lasting 
memorial of our esteem and affection for yourself, associated with the 
memory of your highly honoured and dearly beloved father, who has now 
assed away from us, You are aware, I have no doubt, sir, that most of us 
ome spent the best part of our lives in the service of the gas company. It 
was my great privilege to labour for 35 years under the guidance. of the 
eminent man whom I have just briefly alluded to, and who yet lives in the 
memory of us all; and when I speak of my own feeling, I know it is but an 
echo of the sentiments of all round me, that he was a kind, generous, warm- 
hearted friend, sympathizing with us in our affliction and rejoicing with us 
in our prosperity, and one who took-the deepest interest in the welfare of all 
his fellow men. And, whilst we deeply deplore his loss, looking to the 
future, it is a source of much consolation ‘to us that his mantle has fallen on 
so worthy a successor, and that those rare talents which distinguished the 
father are so richly inherited and so powerfully reflected fn the character of 
that son whom I have now the honour of addressing. It now becomes my 
duty, sir, on behalf of the subscribers, to request you will honour us by 
accepting this epergne, which we present to you with our beat wishes for the 
future health and prosperity of yourself and the amiable lady whom, in the 
providence of God, you have chosen for your partner. Mr. Price then con- 
cluded by expressing the hope of the subscribers that every blessing might 
attend Mr. and Mrs. King, and his mother and her family. 3 

Mr. Henry WATERSON, representing the workmen at the company’s 
Eccles Street works; Mr. HucH WILLIAMs, as the representative of the 
workmen at the Wavertree works; Mr. GzorcE Dimock, on behalf of the 
lamplighters; and Mr. Danie, Parry, as representing the employes at the 
Linacre works, then addressed the meeting, and offered their congratulations 
on the occasion, ; 

Mr. Wit1aMm Kina, who was received with loud cheers, in reply, thanked 
the subscribers sincerely for their kindness, and assured them that Mrs. King 
also felt great pleasure in attending on. that occasion. Mrs. King came as a 
stranger to Liverpool, and he might add with respect-to her that, so far as it 
was possible to promote the interest of the workmen and their wives at any 
time, she would be happy to exert herself to the utmost. He had not only 
to thank them for that beautiful testimonial, but for the delicate ——= 
which all the arrangements connected with it had been carried out. The 
affair took him by surprise, and the way in which it had been carried out 
added to the pleasure which he experienced that evening. ‘heir gift would 
be valued not alone for its intrinsic worth, which was great, but far more as 
a proof of the goodwill which the substribers entertained towards him. He 
accepted it asan expression of that feeling towards him on a recent happy 
event, and not as a recognition of any services he had rendered. Reference 
had been made to the harmony which existed between those with whom he 
came in contact in the discharge of his duties and himself, and he was sure 
that the business of any concern could be much better conducted where a 
feeling of goodwill pervaded the employés. He rejoiced to say that in ‘the 
management of the department which was under his especial care he had 
met with the greatest kindness. Allusion had also been made to the manner 
in which he had discharged his duties in connexion with the company. He 
had endeavoured to do his duty to the best of his ability; and the principles 
which had guided him in the past would, he trusted, direct him in the future. 
He should leave that room encouraged in the discharge of the duties which 
in years to come lay before him by the kindness he had -that night received 
at their hands. He expressed his opinion that the fidelity and care the 
employés manifested with reference to the interests of the company had, to a 
great extent, contributed to the successful operations which the com- 
pany had carried on. He alluded to the extensive works of the com- 
pany at the present time, and urged the employés to continue that care 
on their part to the company’s affairs which they had hitherto manifested. 
After a touching allusion tu the late Mr. Alfred King, his father, he again 
referred to the company’s service in which they were engaged, and assured 
the employés that he would be glad at all times to promote their interests. 

Mr. Rosert Price then, on behalf of the natives of the Principality em- 
ployed by the company, presented to Mr. and Mrs. William King an address 
in the Welsh language, to which Mr. King replied. 

On the motion of Mr. ConneLius Harper, seconded by Mr. KEENE, a 
vote of thanks was accorded to the chairman for presiding, and the proceed- 
ings were brought to a close. 

During the.evening several part-songs were sung by a number of amateur 
vocalists.— Liverpool Mercury. 








THE GREAT CENTRAL GAS CONSUMERS COMPANY. 

The following reports of the directors and auditors of the company will | 
be submitted to the shareholders at the meeting to be held on the 30th 
inst. :— 

Directors Report. 

In presenting their thirty-sixth report to the shareholders, the directors 
have the deep mortification of submitting a statement of frauds of a 
startling character, which have for a series of years been systematically | 
carried on in the office of the company, as far as can be ascertained, by 
one of their clerks, Benjamin Higgs; and they regret to be obliged to add 
that the inquiries instituted have brought to light a total neglect of duty by 
others, from whom, as old and trusted officers, the directors had every 
right to expect faithful service. 

It will be seen by the auditors report, the result of a thorough investi- 
gation, only completed yesterday, that the large sum of £71,214 2s. 2d.! 
has been stolen in the manner described. That this could have been | 
effected is as astounding to the directors as it must necessarily be to the 
proprietors. The directors, trusting to the long-established rules of busi- 
ness in the outer office, by which a perfect system of check was prescribed, 
were not prepared for the falsification of the company’s cash-book, nor to 
find that the true statements of rental and arrears placed weekly before 
them were differently entered in those books of the company which did 
not come under their observation. The directors, at their weekly meeting, 
had the banker’s pass-book and the company’s cash-book produced, and 
carefully called over, in order to see that all moneys paid to the company 
were duly passed to their account at the bankers. They had likewise 
produced to them each week a statement of the rental due, with the sum 
collected and the amount of arrears; and the collectors were constantly 
called before the board and examined as to their collections, and the 
reason of accounts being in arrear. But, whilst the directors were thus 
carefully engaged in checking the books, it is now ascertained that the 
cash-book was falsely made up; that the system of check, as described by 
the auditors, was not carried out in the office; that the collectors had from 
time to time paid their money into the office, instead of to the bankers ; 
that the accountant (the superior of Higgs), whose duty it was to check the 
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himself with copying the banker's book, into which a portion only of the 
receipts by Higgs appeared, thus rendering the labour of the directors 
| futile. From inquiry and investigation, it is now evident that Higgs had 
| attained entire control of the office, and being an able accountant, and 
constant at his work, from nine o'clock in the morning frequently until 
late in the evening, had been allowed to control and conduct the whole 
business of the outer office. Higgs has been in the employment of the 
company seventeen years. He had served his articles to Mr. Jackson, 
accountant, of Guildhall Buildings, and came to the company with the 
highest character, which character he had apparently deserved up to the 
time of his absconding. His salary was originally £100 per annum, and 
was afterwards increased :to its present amount, £145 per annum. The 
directors did not know,'nor had they the slightest suspicion that he was liv- 
ing otherwise than as befitted his position, and the accounts they have since 
received of the wicked extravagance of his habits, have come upon them 
with the utmost surprise; no one circumstance having come to their know- 
ledge which could lead them, in the slightest degree, to suspect any undue 
expenditure by him. The fact of his absconding was first notified to the 
chairman by the secretary on Sunday evening, the 7th of March. It was 
then stated that Higgs had not been to the office since Thursday night, 
and that it was known that he had received a sum of money for products 
from the works, which he had not accounted for, and then it was supposed 
that a comparatively small sum was in question. On Monday morning 
early the company’s solicitors, Messrs. Davidson, and the chairman and 
| deputy-chairman met at the office, and it was settled to put the books into 
| the hands of Messrs. Begbie and Chatteris, for thorough investigation, and 
| that the solicitors should take the necessary steps for the apprebension of 
the culprit and the investigation of the frauds, with the instructions that 
the most a means which their large experience could suggest should 
be employed for the purpose of bringing to justice whoever should prove 
implicated in the crime. The deplorable results of the auditors investiga- 
tion are embraced in their report, and the directors regret to add that, 
notwithstanding the efforts of the ablest detective ofiicers, the criminal is 
still at large, but every exertion is being made to bring him to justice. 

In the midst of their great anxiety, the directors are glad to be able to 
| point to the solid prosperity of the company, as shown in the accompany- 
|ang accounts vouched by the auditor appointed by the Board of Trade, as 
| well as by your own auditors, and they feel that they can take to them- 
selves the credit of having steadily applied their efforts to the increase of 
the revenue of the company, both by the exertion of their personal interest 
te increase the rental, and by the regular supervision of the manufacturing 
department, for the great success of which latter they are glad to have an 
speeiaaiy of publicly recognizing the valuable services of their engineer, 

r. Harris. 

It is also satisfactory to the directors to be able to state that the accounts 
as between the company and its customers have been correctly kept, and 
that no difficulty can arise upon this head. 

The printed statements of capital and revenue account, framed in ac- 
cordance with the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, signed by the chairman and 
auditors, and each half year presented to the shareholders, and acted upon 
at the meetings by the declaration of a dividend, are correct, and the money 
paid has been duly earned. 

As stated to the shareholders at the last meeting, the company has a bill 

before Parliament for the raising additional capital. In this bill the direc- 
tors ask for power to raise £100,000 of share capital, and £25,000 of deben- 
tures, to pay off the debts, and for the supply, as occasion requires, of the 
plant for manufacturing purposes, rendered necessary by the increased 
business of the company. It is proposed, in order to meet the defalcation 
of Higgs, that the sum of £10,000 a year shall be appropriated out of money 
available for dividend. It is hoped that by the strictest economy and at- 
tention a profit equal to 10 per cent. of the capital may be kept up, so as 
after the payment of the £10,000 per annum to leave a balance of 5 per 
<¢ent, as an anuual dividend to the shareholders. 
In conclusion, the directors express their deep regret at the necessity for 
such a report after so many years of hardly-earned prosperity,and beg to 
assure the shareholders that they will lend their utmost efforts to recover 
the losses so unexpectedly made. 

Four of your directors—Mr. Alderman Dakin, Sir Thos. Gabriel, Bart., 
Mr. Bennoch, and Mr. Austin—retire, and offer themselves for re-election. 
A vacancy occurs by the lamented death of Mr. Deputy Virtue, which will 


eizaat's into the cash-book, from the actual receipts, had contented 
| 


‘require to be filled up at the meeting. 


Tuomas Daxtn, Chairman. 
28, Coleman Street, April 23rd, 1869. 


Avuprtors Rerorrt. 
London, April 22, 1869. 
Gentlemen,—In accordance with your instructions, we have investigated your 
books and accounts, with a view to ascertain the amount of the defaleations of your 
late clerk, Benjamin Higgs, as well as the time when the frauds commenced, and 
the method by which they were effected. 
We have now ascertained that the frauds amount to £71,214 2s. 2d. 
It may be well here to mention the system of accounts adopted by the company 
soon after the business commenced, with the intention of placing the funds beyond 
zhe control of the clerks who kept the books; this system was as follows :— 
As to the Gas-Rents. 
The amount chargeable for gas at the end of each quarter was entered to the 
debit of the consumer in the rental for the particular district, there being four dis- 
tricts, distinguished as A, B, C, and D, and to each district a separate collector 
‘was appointed ; the total amount of the quarter’s consumption was carried, by 
means of a journal entry, to the debit of the district in the general ledger. 
It was the duty of each collector to pay daily the amount received fy him direct 
to the company’s bankers, and to deliver at the company’s office the banker’s slip of 
the amount received, and alist containing the names and residences of the consumers 
and the amount received from each, the total of which list would be the amount 
paid to the banker. It then became the duty of the company’s accountant to see 
that the amounts so returned as received by the collector’s list were entered from 
that list to the credit of the consumer in the rental, and also that the total amount 
of each list was credited to the company in the banker’s pass-book, entered in the 
cash-book, and posted thence to the credit of the district in the general ledger. 
As to the Gas Products. 








| 


| 








iu The chief accounts of the gas products are kept at the works, where the tickets 
for ready-money sales of coke and tar are entered numerically in a book, called 
Products Cash-Book ; the amounts received for ledger accounts are also entered 
therein, and the same rule as to paying the money to the bankers applies to this 
department as to receipts for gas-rents. The money having been paid to the bankers, 
it was the duty of the company’s accountant to see (as in the case of the gas-rents) 
that the amount was credited in the banker’s pass-book, to enter it in the cash-book. 
and to post it to the credit of gas products account in the gencral ledger. ; 

It will thus be seen, by the rules, neither the company’s accountant nor any of the 
Clerks have anything to do with the cash, and the collector has no control over the 


books. 
The frauds appear to have been committed in three different ways, viz. :— 


1. By abstracting money brought to the office by collectors. 
2. By abstracting of the receipts for gas products ; and 
3. By applying to his own use cheques given to him by the secretary to pay to 
creditors of the company. 
As to Receipts for Gas-Rents. 


Instead of complying with the rule to payall their receipts to the bankers, the 
collectors appear, on very numerous instances, to have left both the money and the 
lists at the company’s office, and thus Higgs, having got possession of both money | 
and list, was enabled to and did appropriate to himself, in some instances the whole, | 
and in others part, of the amounts of such lists; in each case he entered, or caused 
to be entered, to the credit of the consumer in the rental, the correct amount shown 
by the collectors list to have been received, and then, in both instances, he took 
away the list, substituting for the one of which he had kept only a portion of the 
amount a list made out to. agree with the smaller amount paid to the bankers, so 
that the collectors lists remaining in the office went te vouch the receipts entered in 
the cash-book. Although a large number of the abstracted lists were found by the 
police at Higgs’s house, many lists are still missing. : 

he under this head amount to £65,624 lls. 1d. ; they commenced in 1861, 
and continued down to the 4th of March last, when Higgs absconded. 

The following table shows the defalcations of each year :— 

1861 and 1862 . £2,678 9 10 
8 863 17 


St ab) &:, @ 6 
air 5,759 6 4 
1865 . 4 8,534 19 11 
1866 . ° 8,848 2 8 
1867 . $ 22,001 4 4 
To June 30, 1868 . 7,634 2 9 
oe, ees se 6,853 18 10 
» March4, 1869, . . . 2,360 -8 11 


£65,624 11 1 

In carrying the quarterly charge for the consumption of gas from the rentals to 
the journal, yor of the amounts are falsified to the extent in the whole of 
£6699 2s., which is included in the above tabular statement, and if entered in due 
course would have increased the profits of the respective years in which the frauds 
were perpetrated; but, as those accounts are closed, the amount is brought in at 
the foot of the revenue ts to D ber, 1868, and March, 1869. 

As to Receipts for Gas Products. 

Under this head the frauds appear to have eommenced after June, 1868, from 
bony -. down to the4th of March last Higgs appears to have misappropriated 

4561 4s. 6d. 

The third head consists, as we have already stated, of cheques given by the 
tary to Higgs to pay to creditors of the — , amounting to £1028 6s. 7d. 

At the end of each year, and at the end of June, 1868, a revenue account and a 
bulance-sheet were prepared by the company’s accountant, and submitted to us to 
audit; these accounts, after being finally adjusted, correctly re; ted the state | 
of the company’s general ledger, and the balance of the cash- ; but from the} 
fact of the amounts of the collectors receipts, which had been purloined, having 
been posted to the credit of the consumers in the rentals, there was a great discre- 
a between the ledger balances of the districts and the amounts shown in the 
rentals. 

From the year 1861, in addition to the annual revenue it and bal: t; 
above mentioned, there has been prepared by the company’s accountant a ‘‘ Half- 
yearly Stat t of A ts,”” as uired by the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860. | 
This is the account which from 1861 has m issued to the shareholders; the an- 
nual revenue account and the balance-sheet, as well as the half-yearly statement of | 
accounts for the Christmas half year, were entered in the company’s balance-book, | 
and signed by us, but the half-yearly statement is the only one signed by your 
chairman and secretary. 

We have carefully considered whether the system of accounts adopted by your| 
company is in any way defective, and we are unable to suggest any improvement : | 
had the very excellent rule that all money received should be paid direct to the! 
bankers _ strictly adhered to, these frauds could not by possibility have been) 
eommitted. | 

If the company’s accountant had received the original lists from the collectors, | 
and had compared them with the rentals or the banker’s pass-book, the frauds 
must have been at once discovered. i 

Instead of the debit - of np  catacheds being raised (as it chen, have been) 
from the lists delivered the ectors, it now appears to be a mere transcript | 
from the banker’s penp-besks: had you been aware of this when you were comparing | 
the two books at your weekly board, you would at once have seen that your object! 
in the examination was frustrated, 

The “ Half-yearly Statemerit of Accoun‘s” for the latter half of cach * ny from. 
1861, printed and issued to the shareholders, and bearing the names of chair- | 
man, secretary, and auditors, are correct, except that they do not show the full) 
amount of the — or profits of the company, which should have ineluded the 
amounts falsified by Higgs in journalizing the amounts of consumption of gas. 

The dividends declared by those accounts were duly earned. 

At each of our audits we have examined the debenture and share accounts, and, 
at your request, we have now made an analysis of them. We find the dividend 
warrants and the coupons for the interest on the debentures to be in strict accord- 
ance with the authorized share and debenture capital. 

We have not found, nor have we any reason to suspect that there has been any 
irregularity under these heads. 

Amongst all the difficulties ostens out of this unfortunate abstraction of the 
funds of the company, it is some satisfaction to know that the business, as regards 
the earnings, is in a prosperous state, and that the financial position of the com- 
pany, as shown by the accounts to the 30th ult., is far better than might have been 
expected after suffering so serious a loss. 

The accounts are now made up and audited to the 3lst of December, 1868, and to 
the 3lst of March, 1869 ; they are entered in the company’s balance-book, and duly 
signed by us. The latter account shows that the liabilities and assets are as 








bh 














follows :— LIABILITIES. 

Shareholders, forcapital .. . . . . . « «+ $200,000 0 0 

Debventure-holders.. . . .. . +2 2 2 © 66,000 0 0 

GOS -o. . cd ies A olmicliies et 45,000 0 0 

Bills payable andopen accounts. ... . 26,306 7 L 
£337,396 7 1 

Asserts. : 

Lands, works, plant, &c.; stock of 

Coal, coke, &c.; &officefurniture . £243,434 6 1 

ey cn re ay weit e 

Debtors for ts, ucts, &c. 

Cathe bani, -_ ley serve 2,737 0 4 
£301,045 6 0 
£36,351 1 1 





We are, gentlemen, your most obedient servants, 
G. C. Bgontr, 
Heney CHaAtreris. 





Norts Tawton.—The new gas-works here, designed and erected by Mr. 
Hi. Willey, gas engineer, of Exeter, were opened on Monday evening, April 19, 
with great success. The town was brilliantly illuminated with several pretty 
devices, and the — of gaslight in the various dwelling-houses and shops 
was highly appreciated. The church bells rang merrily, and the directors, 
with supporters of the undertaking, dined together at an excellent repast, 
provided by Mr. Bolt, Gostwyck Arms Hotel. C. Budd, Esq., M.D., presided. 
A pleasant evening was spent. The contractor, Mr. Willey, was highly com- 
plimented by the directors for the most satisfactory manner in which he had 





carried out the works, also for his energy and personal attention in the 
execution of his contract. 
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METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 
Court or Common CounciL—GvuILDHALL, TuurspAy, Aprit 15. 


At the Meeting of the Court this day—the Right Honourable the Lonp 
Mayor in the chair, he 

Mr. E. Dresser Rocers asked permission to put a question of some 
importance as regarded the appointment of the auditors of the accounts of the 
Great Central Gas ConsumersCompany. He understood that, under the Act 
of Parliament which was passed in 1852 for the establishment of the com- 
pany, the appointment of auditors was placed in the hands of the court, and 
what he desired to know’ was, who were the auditors so appointed, and 
whether they had been inted yearly ever since. 

The Town-CiERk, referring to a resolution of the court, said that on the 
18th of December, 1851, Messrs. Begbie and Chatteris were appointed 
auditors of the company’s accounts under the Act of Perliament, and he 
believed they had from time to time been annually re-elected. 

Mr. Roczrs asked if any — had ever been made to the court by the 
auditors as to the state of the ts of the y since the first 
appointment. 

he TowNn-CLERK said he was not-aware that there had. 

Mr. Rocers asked the chairman of the Commissioners of Sewers whether 
the auditors had presented any such report to that body. 

Deputy Dz Jersry said he could not answer the question off-hand. It 
was one of so much importance that Mr. Rogers ought to have given him 
notice of it,so that he might have prepared himself with the necessary 
information. 

Mr. Rocenrs apologized for not having given notice, and said it was only 
because of its pressing nature and its importance that he had brought the 
question forward in that way. Perhaps he might be allowed to ask the City 
solicitor what was the nature of the Act of Parliament with regard to the 
appointment of the auditors of the company by the court. 

Mr. Netson said the 15th clause empowered the Common Council to 
appoint, in the month of December in each year, one or more fit person or 
persons to examine and audit the accounts of the company for the preceding 
year, and that every auditor should be _ three guineas a day for every 
day fully employed in such audit, and all such expenses as he might be put 
to in the auditing of the accounts. The company were required, by their 
officers, to lay their accounts before the auditor or auditors, accompanied by 
the proper vouchers for the support. of the same, and submit to his or their 
inspection all books, papers, instruments, and writings belonging to the 
company ; and the auditor or auditors engaged on the audit were empowered 
to examine any of the directors or officers of the company whom he or they 
should think fit to summon before them, and if such accounts should be 
found correct, or after correcting the same, if incorrect, the auditor or audi- 
tors should sign the same, and publish them at the expense of the company. 
The clause also provided that in case the auditors should, in their discretion, 
think it fitting or necessary to make any observation upon any part of the 
accounts, or should tye ee of the manner in which they were kept, 
they should subjoin such observation or disapprobation to the accounts, and 
sign the same. 

Mr. Roczns asked the City solicitor whether he knew of any accounts of 
the company having been published. 

Mr. NExson replied in the negative. 

Mr. Rocers then asked the town-clerk whether he had received any 
statement of the accounts of the mya g as certified by the auditors. 

Mr. Wooprnorrs replied that he had not. ; , 

Deputy WEBBER said if the auditors had not done their duty it was for 
the court to suspend them. 

The Crry Soxicrtor reminded the court that under the City of London 
Gas Act the appointment of auditor of the accounts of the City gas companies 
was now made by the Board of Trade, and no appointment was in consequence 
made by the court last December. 

The conversation then dropped. 








New Gas-Works ror Cuacrorp.—At a meeting of the directors, held 
last Tuesday, Mr. Willey, Exeter, attended with plans for the erection of these 
works, which were approved. His tender was accepted, and the work will be 
proceeded with forthwith. 


Swansea Gas~icHtT Company.—The sixteenth half-yearly ordinary 
meeting of the shareholders of the Swansea Gaslight Company was held at 
the offices of the company, Swansea, on Tuesday last. In the unavoidable 
absence of the. chairman of the yee oe (W. H. Michael, Eeq.), J. Crow 
Richardson, Esq., presided. The preliminary proceedings having been gone 
through, the secretary read the following report of the directors :—‘ The 
receipts for the past half year, ending the 3let of December, 1868, have 
}/amounted to £9594 2s. 10d., and the expenditure to £5407 10s. 3d., to which 
must be added interest on loans, making a total of £5709 11s. 5d., and leaving 
a balance available for dividend of £3884 lls. 5d.; out of this your directors 
recommend the declaration of a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. per 
annum on the old shares, and 7} on the new shares, which will absorb £1875, 
leaving a balance of £2009 11s. 5d. to be carried over to the reserved fund, 
which will then amount to £3770 5s. 3d. The favourable working of the 
past half year is attributable to the satisfactory state of the works and to the 
effect of recent improvements whieh have considerably reduced the cost of 
manufacture, and this, joined to enlarged supply, has produced the increased 

rofit above shown. Your directors, acting in this improved state of matters, 

ave deemed it desirable to reduce the price of gas at the rate of 3d. per 
1000 feet to all consumers, and they trust this diminution of charge will 
lead to such a further increased consumption as will prevent. any loss to the 
shareholders. At the same time extensions of the works of the company 
are continually in oe, and all demands for further supply are carefully 
considered, and when they can in justice to the interests of the share- 
holders be acceded to, are at once acted on. A serious accident occurred 
in the autumn to the gas-mains, in the half-tide basin, by the dragging of 
a ship’s anchor; this, however, has been now remedied in such a manner as 
to make its recurrence almost impossible. The works are in good condition, 
and the general conduct of the affairs of the company eminently satisfac- 
tory.” It was then resolved—‘ That a dividend of 10 per cent. per annum 
upon the original shares, and 7} per cent. per annum upon the new shares, 
is hereby declared payable at the Glamorganshire Bank, at Swansea, imme- 
diately after the termination of the business of this meeting.” During the 
discussion which ensued, it was stated that the leakage had been reduced to 
12 per cent., and increased economy and improvements introduced by the 
manager in manufacture had resulted in an increased return of receipts of 
£1580, and a decrease of expenditure of £366. The chairman reverted to 
the late reduction in the price of gas to 3s. 6d. to the private consumers, and 
3s. 3d. to the local board, and stated it would always be the directors. most 
anxious desire to reduce the price of gas when they could do. so consistently 
with their expenses, and it would be their endeavour still further to reduce the 











rice so as to bring it down to as low a rate as any town in England. 
hey were assembled that day in the new and elegant offices, and he 
for one must say that he was pleased with the exceeding good taste dis- 
played by their manager in style of architecture, design, and the perfect 
arrangements externally and internally. The whole was a work of solid 
structure, and would last for very many years, and was suited to the 
requirements of the company, such as they were, incorporated. The usual 
votes of thanks were awarded to the directors and officers of the company, 
and after a special vote of thanks to the chairman the meeting terminated. 


CrEosoTE aS FuEn.—For a long time past creosote has been almost a 
drug in the market, the demand for it for the chief purpose to which it had 
been previously applied—viz., as a preservative of timber—having almost 
ceased with the completion of the great railways, and the depression in the 
railway interest which has of late years prevented the further development 
of that branch of commercial enterprise. The gas companies have been 
glad to get rid of it on any terms, and that which had for some years been a 
valuable refuse of gas manufacture became almost worthless. Its application 
to heating purposes, for which it seems admirably adapted, will, however, 
probably restore the equilibrium of value which the causes referred to have 
temporarily disturbed, and at the same time introduce a fuel which, where a 
very extreme temperature is required, promises largely to supersede the use 
of coal. At Mr. John Schwartz’s sugar refinery in Pelham Street, Spital- 
fields, more than 1000 gallons of creosote oil are daily consumed in heating 
his two furnaces, which are of 140-horse power, and he speaks of it as a most 
successful experiment. According to his calculation 220 gallons of the oil, 


the cost. of which is 1d. per gallon, are equal in heating power to 2} tons of || 


coal; and 1 Ib. of the oil will evaporate 13 lbs. of water, whereas 1 1b. of coal 
will only evaporate 7 lbs. of water. As a matter of course care is required in 
the mode of, or rather in the arrangements for using it, but if the directions 
are followed out, it is not only more economical, but more cleanly, and in all 
respects far less offensive than any other kind of fue), emitting neither smoke 
nor smell, Mr. Schwartz’s furnaces are supplied from a large tank, from 
which the creosote flows through a pipe into the furnace, along the sides of 
which it is propelled by a jet of steam. Coming in contact with the fire (of 
which there is a small basis in the shape of red-hot coke and brick) it ignites, 
and burns fiercely with a pure white flame, and the combustion, being perfect, 
leaves no residuum of any kind. It should be added, as another economical 
feature in tue use of creosote oil, that, as applied to the furnaces in question, 
no stoking is necessary, consequently stokers wages are saved; and, again, 
no expensive apparatus is required to comply with the Smoke Nuisance Pre- 
vention Act, since smoke there is none. 


Souru AustraLiA.—Recent communications from Adelaide have made 
known the discovery, in the southern portion of the colony, of a remarkable 
carboniferous substance, which hitherto has only been found in small quan- 
tity in the coal strata of Derbyshire. It is a “mineral caoutchouc,” so 
called from its general appearance and some elasticity. In Australia it is 
found on the surface of the sandy soil, through which it would appear to 
exude from beneath; as, burned off occasionally by bush fires, it is again 
found after the winter season, occurring in quantity and of various thick- 
ness. Analysis proves it to contain 82 or more per cent. of a pure hydro- 
carboniferous oil ; its value for gas-producing purposes would therefore be 
great, and it is also believed to be applicable to the manufacture of certain 
dyes. This discovery is also important from its indication of the existence 
of oils or other carboniferous deposits beneath the surface. A shipment has 
been made to this country, for the purpose of testing its value in commerce. 








Register of Pew Patents. 


2632.—GroRGE SinEF1 Dracopu to, of Cardiff, in the co. of Glamorgan, for 
“ A new apparatus for raising or forcing water, applicable to ships, mines, 
and other purposes.” Patent dated Aug. 24, 1868, 
The-apparatus consists of a metal tube, closed at the top, and of any length 
and diameter required, at the bottom of which the water enters into the 
receptacle, when it is immersed in water at the bottom of a ship’s hold or 
elsewhere, Above the inlet of water a tube is brought from an air-pump 
or other machine for compressing air, to a jacket or casing surrounding the 
receptacle, by which means the water is suddenly forced or expelled up the 
tube to the deck, and escapes by an exit-pipe, whence it is conveyed away. 
Another supply of water then rushes into the receptacle or reservoir, and is 
in turn raised up the tube, and carried off by the impetus or rush of air. 


2651.—Wiii1am Hatt, of Wilford Street, in the town and co. of the town 
of Nottingham, for “‘ Improvements in rotary engines to be worked by steam 
or other fluid, and which are also a to be used in raising or forcing 
Jluids.” Patent dated Aug. 26, 1868. 
These improvements consist in the employment of metallic rings, one the 
width of the opening, and two V-shaped, acting thereon by the spring- 
pressure in the piston. When the engines are formed for reversing, the 
steam-ports in the abutment-slide are dispensed with; the steam is ad- 
mitted on either side of the valve into the engine, the reversal being 
effected by a D-valve and three ports, the valve alternately opening one 
and closing another port. Tbe longitudinal packing in the piston is formed 
sufficiently wide to close a port on one side of the abutment-slide before 
the other port opens to the exhaust. 


2666.—Joun Yue, of Glasgow, in the co. of Lanark, N.B., engineer, for 
“ Impr ts in arr ts and —— Sor dealing with sewage.” 
Provisional protection only obtained. Dated Ang, 28, 1868. 

In carrying out this invention compressed air is employed for transferring 

the sewage from closed receptacles into closed tank-carts. The carts are 

furnished with air-pumps, driven by horse-gear, for compressing or ex- 

hausting the air employed. 


APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 
1077.—Wi111aM Antony Hunter, of Southport, in the eo, of Lancaster, 
for ‘Improvements in apparatus for lighting street and other lamps.” 
April 9, 1869. : 
1091.—PrTER JENSEN, of 2, Chiswell Street, Finsbury Square, in the City 
of London, consulting engineer and patent agent, for ‘* Improvements in 
centrifugal and other pumps, and in syphons.” A communication. April 





? ° m 
1102.—Davip Bruce Preis, of Edinburgh, in the co. of Mid Lothian, 
N.B., engineer and gas-meter manufacturer, for ‘‘ Improvements in gas- 
meters.”’ April 10, 1869. : 
1103.—Epwarp CHartrs Cortis STanrorp, of Glasgow, in the co. of 
Lanark, N.B., manufacturing chemist, for ‘‘ Improvements in applying, 
treating, and utilizing materials for deodorizing solid, liquid, and gaseous 
matters.” April 10, 1869. 








— 






































April 27, 1869.] THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


319 





1110.—Lov1s Joun Crosstey, of the firm of John Crossley and Sons 
Limited, of Halifax, in the co. of York, carpet manufacturers, and 
Ricuarp Hanson, of the same place, engineer, for “‘ Jmprovements in 
valves for regulating the discharge of steam, air, or other elastic fluids.” 
April 10, 1869. 

1142.—James CHANDLER, of 17, Cottage Grove, Mile End Road, in the co. 
of Middlesex, engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus for drawing 
and preventing waste of water from pipes, mains, cisterns, or other 
sources used for domestic or other purposes.” April 14, 1869. 
44.—AmuHERsT HAWKER RENTON, of 3, Great Queen Street, Westminster, 
in the co, of Middlesex, civil engineer, for “‘ Jmprovements in the mode 


14, 1869. 

1147.—Joun M‘Lavucutan, of the Clyde Pottery Company, of Greenock, in 
the co. of Renfrew, N.B., for “‘ Improvements in the manufacture of 
retorts for reburning animal charcoal, for making gas, and for other like 
uses.”’ April 14, 1869. 

1164.—Rozert Heyworth, of the city of Manchester, in the co. of Lan- 
caster, plumber, for ‘‘ Improvements in water-closets and in self-acting 
apparatus connected therewith, part of which improvements is aiso appit- 

le to urinals.”” April 15, 1869. 

1177.—SamvEL Harrison, of Liverpool, in the co. of Lancaster, iron- 
founder, for ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus and arrangement of same for 
ventilating, gaining access to, and flushing street and other sewers and 
drains; also in purifying the noxious gases arising therefrom, parts of 
which improvements consist in gully stench-traps.”’ April 16, 1869. 

1181.—Witt1am Epwarp Newton, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 
Middlesex, civil engineer, for ‘“‘An improved safety attachment to be 
adapted to burners for burning explosive ie af illuminating and other 
purposes.” Acommunication. April 16, 1869. 

1196.—Wii1.1amM Henny Smiru the younger, of 19, Salisbury Street, Strand, 
W.C., for “‘ Improvements in lavatories, and in taps, valves, and fittings 
to be used in connexion therewith for regulating the admission and dis- 
charge of water, which taps and valves are also applicable to other pur- 
poses.”” A communication. April 19, 1869. 

| 1209.—WitLiam Epwarp Gener, of the firm of John Gedge and Son, of 
11, Wellington Street, Strand, in the co. of Middlesex, patent agent, for 
‘+ An improved water-meter.”” A communication. April 20, 1869. 

1242.—Gzorce Gramnczr Tanpy, of Anerly Road, in the hamlet of 
Penge, in the co, of Surrey, gentleman, for ‘‘ Improved apparatus for 
carburetting air or gas.”’ April 22, 1869. 


sre 


GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 
1046.—Grores Srp.ey Cuasez, of Belfast, in the co. of Antrim, in Ireland, 
gas-fitter, for ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus for the combustion of gas.” 
- 7, 1869. 
1048.—WILL1aM Epwarp Genez, of the firm of John Gedge and Son, of 
11, Wellington Street, Strand, in the co. of Middlesex, patent agent, for 
“4 novel system of self-acting ventilating apparatus, applicable also to 
= purposes, and termed ‘aerospires.’’’ A communication. April 7, 











; 1054.—Joun Roxzzins, of Tipton, in the co. of Stafford, moulder, and James 
AuEvT, of Tipton aforesaid, iron-boat builder, for ‘‘ Improvements in 
pumps for raising and forcing liquids.’’ April 7, 1869. 

1068.—ANDREW STEWART and JoHN WoTHERSPOON, both of Coatbridge, 
in the co. of Lanark, N.B., tube manufacturers, for ‘‘ Improvements in 
machinery for cutting metal tubes, pipes, cylinders, bars, or similar 
articles, and for facing the ends or flanges thereof.’ April 8, 1869. 
1088.—ALFRED VincenT Newton, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 
Middlesex, mechanical draughtsman, for ‘Improvements in rotary en- 
gines, pumps, and meters,” Acommunication. April 9, 1869. 








| 1142.—Jamus CHANDLER, of 17, Cottage Grove, Mile End Road, in the co. 


of jointing pipes and tubes, and in the packing employed therefor.” April | 





Advertisements. 


1102.—Davin Bruce Peeses, of Edinburgh, in the co. of Mid Lothian, 
N.B., engineer and gas-meter manufacturer, for ‘‘ Improvements in gas- 
meters.”’ April 10, 1869. 

1110.—Lovu1s Joun Crosstey, of the firm of John Crossley and Sons, 
Limited, of Halifax, in the co. of York, carpet manufacturers, an 
Ricuarp Hanson, of the same place, engineer, for ‘* Jm ements in 
valves for regulating the discharge of steam, air, or other elastic fluids.” 
April 10, 1869. 


of Middlesex, engineer, for ‘* Improvements in apparatus for drawing and 
preventing waste of water from pipes, mains, cisterns, or other sources 
used for domestic or other purposes.’ April 14, 1869. 
1144.—Amunerst Hawker Rentov, of 3, Great Queen Street, Westminster» 
in the co. of Middlesex, civil engineer, for “‘ Improvements in the mode of 
eo pipes and tubes, and in the packing employed therefor.” Apmil 
14, 1869. 
1164.—Ronert Heyworth, of the city of Manchester, in the co. of Lan- 
caster, plumber, for ‘‘ Improvements in water-closets and in self-actin 
apparatus connected therewith, part of which improvements is also appli- 
cable to urinals.” April 16, 1869. 


NOTICES TO PROCEED. 
3697.—F rEpErick Berrcn, of Salford, in the co. of Lancaster, estate agent, 
for “‘ Improvements in gullies or stench-traps, and in mud-bozes connected 
therewith.”’ Dec. 4, 1868. ; 
3843.—GrorGe Henry Benson, of Stalybridge, in the co. of Chester, 
engineer, and WiLL1AM GreorGe VALENTIN, of the Royal College of 
Chemistry, chemist, for ‘‘ Improvements in the generation or production 
of combustible gases, and in the apparatus employed therein.” Dec. 17, 
868, 


3974.—EvcEne THEopore Novanuter, of Paris, im the empire of France, 
manufacturer, for ‘* Improvements in —< Sor supplying, a 
Sa exhausting air, producing draught, and ventilating.” Dee. 


1868. 

46.—James ManserGu, of 3, Westminster Chambers, in the city of West- 
minster, engineer, for ‘‘ Jmprovements in stench-traps.”” Jan. 7, 1869. 

95.—GrorGE VERRELL OsporNE and ALPRED James PEERLEss, both of 
Rahere Street, Goswell Road, in the co. of Middlesex, for “An improved 
bail-valve or cock.”’ Jan, 12, 1869. 

749.—James Batrueate, of Edinburgh, in the co. of Mid Lothian, N.B., 
for ‘‘ Improvements in the construction of certain parts of gas-meters.” 
March 11, 1869. 

768.—Hvunert Josep Cenant; of Tubize, in the kingdom of Belgium, 
engineer, for “‘ Improvements in the construction of steam, water, and 
other cocks.” March 12, 1869. 

856.—Hunry Epwarp Newton, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 
Middlesex, civil engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus for measuring 
liquids.” A communication. March 20, 1869. 

831.—Wit.1AM Tuomas Suae, of Vincent Works, Vincent Street, in the} |, 
city of Westminster, for “ Improvements in gas-burners, and in the met 
of construeting and manufacturing the same.’”’ March 18, 1869. 





PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF 
£50 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE THIRD YEAR. 
982.—Witt1am Henry Purtiips, “ Improvements in rotary pumps.” 
April 5, 1866. 
1084.—Joun Dickrnson the younger, ‘‘ Improvements in cocks or taps for 
high pressure hot and cold water, and for kitchen ranges.” April 17, 1866. 








FOR SALE, 
SEVERAL SECOND-HAND STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS, 


All in excellent Working Order, equal to New, guaranteed. 





APPLY FOR FURTHER PARTICULARS TO 


GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, GAS-METER COMPANY, 
238, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, N.E.; 


OR TO 


WILLIAM ARCHER, THE OLDHAM METER MANUFACTORY, OLDHAM. 





Tin Cases is also well known. 


DRY GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON CASES, 


WILLIAM AND BENJAMIN COWAN, 
(ESTABLISHED 1827.) 


BUCCLEUCH STREET WORKS, EDINBURGH, 


Possess a simplicity of construction and facility for repair greater than any yet produced, while the excellence of the 
material and workmanship, and accuracy of registration, cannot be surpassed. 


The superiority of their Dry Meters in 








SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF 
ESSON’S PATENT COMPENSATING GAS- METERS. 
COWAN’S PATENT SIDE-VALVE GAS-METERS. 
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TO GAS COMPANIES. 
WANTED, by an experienced Man, a 
situation as MANAGER of gas-works, where 
one or more stokers are kept. Can lay mains and set 
retorts, and can have six years testimonials from 
present situation. 
Address E. Parker, 19, North Place, Stoke, Guild- 
ford, Surrey. 


ANTED, at the Shaftesbury Gas- 
Works, ee Person to take the practical 
MANAGEMENT. He must be fully ified to 
und the manufacture and distribution of gas, 
‘superintend the setting of retorts, and be a good fitter. 
A cottage on the works, with fuel and light, found. 
Applications, by letter, to Mr. G. E. Norron, 
‘Sectetary. 








TO GAS COMPANIES. 


D, an e ement as Con- 

TRACTOR to manufacture at so much 

er 1000 cubic feet, or as WORKING MANAGER 
‘In a@ gas-work making from 1,000,000 and upwards per 
annum. The Advertiser has had thirteen years ex- 





( 


}-compl 


perience as Contractor and Working Manager in his 
present situation, and is thoroughly competent to 
manufacture gas, set retors, lay mains, service-pipes, 
do gas-fitting, take meters, collect accounts, &c. He 
an produce first-class testimonials. 

Address Joun Tayxor, Contractor and Manager, 1, 
Edge Hill Terrace, Gorth, Bangor, Nort WaLgs. 


TO CLERKS. 
ANTED, by: the Chesterfield 


' -Water-Works and Gaslight Company, a 
CLERK, who is a thoroughly accountant, and 
acquainted with book-keeping ‘by double entry, at a 
salary of £120 perannum. __ 

Applications, in the handwriting of the candidates 
(with re ), to’be addressed to the undersigned 
on or before the 5th of May next. 

Surrton AnD HALLEWELL, Law Clerks. 

Chesterfield, April 22, 1869. 








‘TO GAS COMPANIES AT HOME AND ABROAD. 


N experienced London Gas-Fitter, 


having returned from an engagement of some 

years in the East, is in want of a situation to take the 

entire charge of fitting work, or repairing and inspect- 

ing meters. Has had +~ experience in instructing 
n 





| fo: workmen both in Europe and Asia. 
Address T. ALteRTon, 29, Rollo Street, Barrersza. 
,TO GAS COMPANIES. ' 
A Practical Man of middle age is 
now open to a re-engagement as MANAGER 
and ENGINEER of the highest respectability. Testi- 
mon are firs 8. No objection to a small work 


in this country or abroad in a healthy locality. 
Address L. J., Clare Villa, Sampson Road, Brr- 
MINGHAM. 





.. TO GAS ENGINEERS OR CONTRACTORS. 
Well-qualified Working M r, 


who understands book-keeping, fitting, &c., is 
open to a re-en; ment. Good testimonials, and 
security if required. 

Address G. A. 8., 9, Morledge Street, Lurczstzr. 





TO GAS COMPANIES, 
Man: 


ager of ence, at present 
in a work of 40 millions, is open to a re-engage- 
ment, either as Manager or as Engineer and Manager. 
Has a practical knowledge of the manufacture of 
oe and sulphate of ammonia. Testimonials ard 
references. 

Address C. D., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Frizer Steet, E. 


For SALE, six 4-in. VALVES, nearly 
new, quite perfect, 30s. each, 

Also a cast-iron WASHER, 4 ft. long by 3 ft. wide 
and 2 ft.in depth, with three 4-in. valves acting as a 
by-pass, ir connexion to the valves, &c. Price, 
ete, . 

Also a GOVERNOR, ¢ in. inlet and outlet, £5. 

The above taken out for larger sized works. 
Applications to be made to Mr. Cuartes THomas, 





Manager of the Gas-Works, Rr. 





GOVERNOR, &c. 

R SALE, at the Gas-Works, Col- 
chester, a 6-in. GOVERNOR, valves and con- 
nexions complete; also several 7-in., 8-in., and 10-in. 
Donkin’s VALVES. 
For price and particulars, apply to Mr. A. C. Frassr, 
Engineer, Gas-Works, CoLcuEsTeR. 
A Set of Four Cast-Iron Purifiers, 8 ft. 

by 5 ft., with wrought-iron lids, cast-iron centre- 
walve, connecting-pipes, and lifting apparatus complete. 


For further particulars apply to Mr. J. Herworts, 
“the Gas-Works, BricHousE. 


N SALE, Three £100 Shares in the 


Gas-Meter Company, Limited. Offices, 15, 
y. ° 
Apply to J. G., 47, Yorkshire Street, OLpuam. 





PURIFIERS FOR SALE. 





|| Coleman Street, City, E.C 





PURIFIERS FOR SALE. 


0 BE SOLD CHEAP, in excellent 
condition, a second-hand PURIFIER (Malam’s 

patent), in four compartments, each 3 ft. square by 3 ft. 

deep, with centre-valve, 4-in. inlet and outlet, five 

tiers of riddles, cast-iron lids, and lifting apparatus 

complete. 

For price and particulars, apply to Mr. W. H. 








-Cuambers, Lowestort. 
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HE Directors of the Crewkerne Gas = ROSSENDALE UNION GAS COMPANY. 


and Coke Company have FOR SALE two small 
GASHOLDERS of about 3000 cubic feet capacity each, 
with columns, girders, and counterbalance weights. 
Proposals to be made to Mr. Ports, the Company’s 
Manager, at the Gas- Works, CREWKERNE. 





TO TAR DISTILLERS. 


[HE Directors of the Independent 
oe and Coke Company are prepared to 
receive TENDERS for the TAR produced at their 
works, at Haggerston, for One year from the 3lst of 
J aly, 1869. 
enders to be sentin to the SECRETARY, at the 
Company’s Offices, No. 236, Krxastanp Roan, on or 
before Thursday, the 29th inst. 
The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
highest or any tender. 
April 2, 1869. 


RENCH BRONZE STATUETTES 
AND FIGURES FOR GAS. 

A Choice Assortment of the above always on show 

at Corsizre & Sons, 30, Cannon Street, Lonpon, E.C. 








WALTON-ON-THAMES AND WEYBRIDGE 


GAS-WORKS. 
ENDERS are invited from competent 
persons for erecting a RETORT-HOUSE and 
CHIMNEY SHAFT, and HOUSES to contain Purifiers, 
Engine, Boilers, and Exhauster, and for other buildings 
connected therewith. 

The drawings and sp tion may be seen, and (on 
payment of one guinea) bills of quantities may be 
obtained, at the Offices of the Engineer, Mr. G. W. 
Stevenson, 19, Great George Street, WESTMINSTER, on 
and after Monday, the 3rd of May; and tenders must 
be sent to Epwarp Henry Jonn Cravururp, Esq., 
M.P., one of the Proprietors of the Works, at 89, 
—s Roap, S.W., on or before Friday, the 14th 
of May. 

The lowest tender will not necessarily be accepted. 








TO COAL MERCHANTS AND SHIPOWNERS. 


[HE Torquay Gas Company are 

desirous of receiving, on or before the lst day of 
May next, TENDERS for the supply of about 4500 tons 
of Waldridge, Pelton, North Pelton, New Pelton, Pelaw 
Main, Peareth, or other approved GAS COAL, about 
600 tons per month to be delivered during June, July, 
August, and September, and the remainder, at the rate 
of about 300 tons per month, during the seven succeeding 
months, or at such other periods as may be mutually 


upon. 

The company to have the option from time to time of 
taking either of the coals above specified, and also of 
the same being delivered at Torquay, Paignton, or 
Dartmouth. 

Payments by cash for freight on delivery, and by two 
months bill for the coal. 

‘Tenders to state the price of the coals and the freight 
separately and together, and also for delivery into the 
works free of all charges. 

By order, 


J. Krrson, Secretary. 
Torquay, April 14, 1869. 
TOWN OF DUDLEY GASLIGHT COMPANY. 


CONTRACT FOR GAS COALS. 


HE Directors of the above Company 
invite TENDERS for the supply of 8000 tons of 
screened GAS COAL, as free from sulphur as pos- 
sible; also 1000 tons of CANNEL COAL. To be de- 
livered in trucks, free, at Netherton Station, Great 
Western Railway, between July 1 next and June 30, 
1870. Bates of delivery subject to arrangement, 
Terms of payment monthly in cash. 

Tenders to be addressed to the Srcrerary, and en- 
dorsed “ Tender for Gas Coal,” on or before the 11th of 
May next. 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender. 

Gas-Works, Dudley, April 21, 1869. 


THE YORK UNITED GASLIGHT COMPANY. 


TO COALOWNERS. 


HE Directors of the York United 
Gaslight Company are prepared to receive 
TENDERS for the supply of 14,000 tons of the best 
GAS COAL per annum, from the Ist of July next. 
Tenders, marked outside ‘‘ Tender for Coal,” ad- 
dressed to the Chairman and Directors, to be sent to 
the Company’s Office, York, before Ten o’clock on 
Wednesday, the 5th day of May next. 
By order, 
Cuas. SELLERS, Secretary. 
York, April 22, 1869. 

















TENDER FOR COALS, 


[HE Cambridge University and Town 

Gaslight and Coke Company are prepared to 
receive TENDERS for 10,000 tons (20 cwt. to the ton) 
of the best quality of any description of GAS COALS, 
to be delivered free at the Cambridge Great Eastern 
Railway Station, from the Ist day of July, 1869, to the 
3lst day of May, 1870, in such proportions as may be 
hereafter determined upon. 

The Coals to be screened, the best of their kind, 
fresh wrought, dry, and free from dirt, slag, or other 
admixture. 

Payment by the Company’s cheque monthly, upon 
the monthly account being certified as correct. 

Tenders to be sent to the Company’s Office on or 
before Tuesday, the 4th day of May, 1869, endorsed 
** Tender for Coals.” 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender.—Lsy order, 

F. G. Grrrorp, Manager. 

Gas Office, 41, Sidney Street, Cambridge. 

















CONTRACT FOR CANNEL. 
[HE Directors of the above Company 


are prepared to receive TENDERS for a supply 
of CANNEL for Three years from the lst of May next, 
deli d at the Company’s siding at the works, Raw- 
tenstall, Quantity required, about 6000 tons per annum. 
Other particulars may be obtained on application to 
the undersigned, to whom tenders are to be addressed, 
on or — me 30th inst. P 
HOS. NEWBIGGING, Secre' and M r. 
Bacup, April 12, 1869. es — 


“FIVE MINUTES’ TALE 


ABOUT 


GAS” 


Is intended to be given by Gas Companies to their 
Customers. It is hoped the advice it contains may be 
the means of correcting mistakes and preventing acci- 
dents ; and also of assisting the Officers in some of the 
most difficult of their duties. 
Price—1000 copies, £1 17s. 6d.; 500 copies, £1 1s. Gd.; 
any smaller number, at 5s. per 100. 
When 1000 copies are ordered, the official title and 
dd of the C y will be printed on the first 
page without charge. Any greater number by special 
agreement as to price. 
Apply to J. O. N. Rurrer, Black Rock, Bricurow. 


‘NEILL’S NATURAL HYDRATED. 
PEROXIDE OF IRON is acknowledged to be 
the best in the market. It contains 90 per cent. of pure 
Oxide, is light, permeable, and perfectly free from 
grit and other deleterious in jients. Now-used ex- 
clusively in several of the largest London and ‘provin- 
cial gas-works. 
Jouyx Wm. O’Nerut and Co., 57, Bishopsgate Street 
Within, Lonpon, E.C. 


OBERT MACLAREN and 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Patent. General Ironfounders, Gas En- 
gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 


TO GAS ENGINEERS AND FITTERS. 




















Every Description of 
GAS LANTERNS & REFLECTOR LAMPS 
For Shop Windows kept in Stock. 
W. Davis, 17, Wells Street, Oxford Street, Lonpon, W. 
Established 1820. 


BECK’S 
PATENT SLUICE & FIRE COCKS, 


HYDRANTS, STEAM-FITTINGS, 


PUMPS, FIRE-MAINS, &c., 
Suitable for Public Buildings, Warehouses, and 
. Dwelling Houses. 


A competent person sent to receive particulars for 
Plans and Estimates. 








BECK & COMPANY, 
LIMITED, 


Brass Founders, Hot-Water § Hydraulic Engineers, 
130, GREAT SUFFOLK STREET, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON. 





UNIVERSAL PARIS EXHIBITION, 1867. 


PRIZE MEDAL in Class 24—Heating and Lighting— 
for Leoni’s Patent Gas-Burners a Ges-Stores 








EONI'’S Patent Adamas 
GAS-BURNERS are entirely free 
from liability to Corrosion, Injury from 
Heat, or danger of Fraction, and are un- 
alterable in the dimensions of their Aper- 
tures. Uniformity in the consumptionof 
gas is obtained by the —— of manufac- 
ture, which insures that 
the burners shall be pre- 
cisely similar in pattern. 
Net Cash Price, 8s. per gross. 


Patertee and Sole Manufacturer, S. Lzont, 34, St. 
Paul Street, New North Road, Lonpon, N. 


THOEIAS CARR & SON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE-BRICEKS, LUMPS, TILES, RETORTS, 
&c 


SCOTSWOOD FIRE-BRIOK WORKS; 
BLAY Don. on -TYNE. 
D. BRUCE PEEBLES, 


Gas-Meter Manufacturer, 


FOUNTAINBRIDGE 
EDINBURGH. 
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ALFRED PENNY, Gas and W. J. SIMMONDS, TO GAS AND WATER COMPANIES, 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, Retort and Boiler Setter and Contractor for Gas- Works ’ 
Wen1ock Iron Works, in general, 

21, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 72, SOUTH STREET, NEW NORTH ROAD, 

Mr. Penny having had a large experience in the Istameron, Lonnon, N. 
ar sag meg a ti me - agom x of = é ° 

e Directors of Gas Com en 
anh = be arma on all matters Sqpestaining Upwards of 16 years Retort Setter to the Chartered 
thereto. He also manufactures Gasholders, Purifiers, | Gas Company, Brick Lane and Curtain Road Statiens. 
and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and Materials supplied on ble terms if required, 
keeps in stock Retorts and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, | or labour only. : FIRE AND BURGLAR PROOF 
Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. No connexion with any other Retort Setter. 
Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. N.B.—Orders to be addressed as above. SAFES. 





BEFORE PURCHASING SEND POR 

| GRIFFITHS’ MONTHLY LIST OF SAFES, 
| By Milner, Marr, Thos. Perry and 8ons, Mordan, 
Price, Whitfield, and every eminent maker, at about 
| half the price of new. 

A guarantee given with each. 
A large quantity of TANN’S SAFES from £2 10s. 
Apply to Grirrirss, 43, Cannon Street, E.C. 





SSW 


D Cray Rerorr. D Iron Rerorr. 


FRASER’S PATENT RIBBED RETORTS. F. SIMMONDS, Senr., 


oT kiln 221, KINGSLAND ROAD 
The IRON RIBBED RETORTS are more durable than plain castings, and retain their original shape to 4 ® 
the last. 2 * ' RETORT & BOILER SETTER 
The “ Ribs” strengthen the FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, and by affording an increased heating surface favour | For the Chartered Gaslight Company, Brick Lane and 


the more speedy and perfect carbonization of the Coals. F :e Curtain Road Stations, and numerous Gaslight 
These Retorts are now in use at some of the London works, and in a great number of the provincial gas-works. Companies, London and Provincial. 
For Illustrated Circular, with testimonials, &c., apply to NO CONNEXION WITH ANY OTHER RETORT SETTER. 


A. C. FRASER, GAS-WORKS, COLCHESTER. Estimates given with or without materials. 


EDWARD COCKEY & SONS, 
IRON-WORKS, FROME SELWOOD, 
PATENT GAS-VALVES. 
A PRIZE MEDAL 


WAS AWARDED TO THE PATENTEES AT THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 1862. 

















These Valves are formed of two cylinders, working one on the other horizontally, having their faces ground perfectly gas 

tight. 
ee, are adapted either as central valves, for two, three, or four purifiers—as bye-passes—or as inlet and outlet-valves for 
gasholders. 

They have been fixed in some of the most important Gas-Works in the Kingdom, for more than eight years. Consider- 
ably over two hundred of them are now in use, and the most satisfactory reports of their advantages continue to be received. 
They are simple in construction, and not liable to get out of repair, and if in course of time the faces should leak, they can be 
easily re-ground and made as tight as ever, without removal from their positions. Each Valve is fitted with an index, which 
shows to the person in charge of the Works in what direction the gas is passing. 

Frome, January 20, 1866. 


BEST AND HOLDEN’S 
PATENTS FOR CHARGING AND DRAWING GAS-RETORTS, 


WITH CHAMBERS FOR MOUTHS, 
REQUIRING NO LUTING. 


Gas Engineers are solicited to examine into the merits of this invention before erecting new or altering old retort-houses. It may be seen in 
action at the Alliance Gas Company’s Works, Dublin, where its utility and economy will be clearly demonstrated. Although the saving in labour 
will be considerable, and quickly return any outlay of capital, there are other and important features strongly recommending its adoption at all gas- 
works, and which a gas engineer upon examination will at once appreciate. 

The Directors of the Alliance Gas Company have kindly consented to give every facility to gentlemen desirous of seeing the invention in 
operation. Parties, therefore, about to visit Dublin will be so good as to send us their card, and we will furnish them with letters of introduction. 

Drawings, &c., may be seen at our Office, and all details explained. 


JOHN CHISHOLM, SON, & CO., 44, MARK LANE, E.C. 


LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 


GAS AND WATER PIPES. 
CLARIDGE, NORTH, & 6C0., 


Bits Ton. 
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GEORGE NEWTON, 


(Late Senior Partner of the Globe Meter-Works,) 


UNION STREET WEST, OLDHAM, 


MANUFACTURER OF 


IMPROVED WET & DRY CONSUMERS GAS-METERS, 
GAS STATION -METERS, 
With all the Joints planed, 


GOVERNORS, GAUGES, INDICATORS, EXHAUST GOVERNORS, &c. 


TERMS, &c., ON APPLICATION. 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY 
(LIMITED), LONDON, 
(Successors to CROLL, RAIT, and CO., LONDON, and WEST and GREGSON, OLDHAM.) 


MANUFACTURE 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS 


At their Oldham Establishment, which has long possessed the reputation of supplying this description of apparatus of the most 
perfect construction and appropriate design. 


CONSUMERS GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON & TINNED SHEET-IRON CASES. 


STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE and EXHAUST REGISTERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, 
AND EXPERIMENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. 








For information, &c., apply to 


W. ARCHER, Manager, Meter Factory, OLDHAM; 
OR TO 
GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 


PATENT IMPROVED 
CAST-IRON CASED DRY GAS-METER 


(Drawings on application). 





Station-Meters and Gas Apparatus, Consumers Wet Gas-Meters in Cast-Iron, 
and Dry in Tin Plate Cases. 











This Patent Gas Coal is a compound of Pulverized Coal and Shale Oil. It is now used most successfully by some of the 
London Gas Companies, and also in Dublin and other places, for increasing the illuminating power of the Gas, which it does 
at less cost than Cannel Coal. The illuminating power of this Patent Coal can be made of any strength required up to 
35 candles, and is in all cases guaranteed. The Coke is of the best quality, as the best Newcastle and Sunderland Coals only 
are used in the manufacture. 

This Patent Coal is shipped at Sunderland, where works for its manufacture have been erected. 

Farther particulars can be obtained from 


W. W. JOBSON, 16, Fish Street Hill, LONDON; or 
WALKER, BRUCE, & CO., Patent Gas-Coal Works, South Docks, SUNDERLAND. 








‘EXTRACT from the Inaugural Address of THOMAS G. BARLOW, Esa., C.E., President of the British Association of Gas Managers, 
| at their Fifth Annual General Meeting, held in London on the 2nd of June, 1868. 
| 


Gentlemen,—In considering the progress that has been made in the manufacture and distribution of Gas during the past year, the new inventions and 

new processes which have been adopted or tried with prospect of success, deserve to be specially noticed. Foremost among them is M‘Kenzie’s process for 

| producing Gas of high illuminating power from small Coal, mixed with crude Shale Oil. The pressure which the Legislature has recently put on Gas 
Seapets to raise the standard of illuminating power considerably above that obtainable from common Coal, has compelled most of them to use a certain 

roportion of Cannel Coal, at a heavy loss, and with a diminution in the value of the Coke.- The advance in the price of Cannel Coal, consequent on the 


from 10 to 80 gallons of Oil to one ton of Coals. This is effected by means of a mixing or grinding mill. The Compound material is then distilled in ordi- 
nary Gas Retorts of clay or iron, at a strong heat. I have recently witnessed an experiment on a mixture of Llantwit Small Coal shipped at Cardiff, and 
costing in Dublin 12s. 6d. per ton, with 5 per cent. of Broxburne Shale Oil, costing £5 10s. per ton, the produce of the distillation of one ton of which 
mixture was— 
9750 cubic feet of Gas, 21°5 Candles illuminating power. 11 gallons of Tar. 
37 bushels of good hard, saleable Coke. 15 gallons of Ammoniacal Liquor, of 5° Twaddle. 
2 bushels of Breeze. 

The cost of this mixture, including Royalty, was about 17s. per ton, against 24s, for Wigan Cannel, over which it has the advantage of at least 5s. per ton 
in the value of the Coke. 











FULLERTON, SON, & CO., ABBEY MOUNT WORKS, EDINBURGH. | 


increased consumption, has stimulated inquiry to find a substitute for it; and this seems to have been accomplished by Mr. M‘Kenzie, whose process has} 
been successfully adopted on a large scale at the Alliance Gas-Works in Dublin. The small Coal is well mixed with the Oil, in the proportions varying | 
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INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
1862. CLASS X. 
PRIZE MEDAL 
For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 
“ HONOURABLE MENTION” for 
geod quality of Fire-Bricks. 
ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


AMES NEWTON & SONS, 
(Established 1820,) 
FIRE-BRICKAND TILE MERCHANTS, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 anw 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, IONDON,5.E., 

Derér for STOURBRIDGE anno NEWCA8TLE 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 


ANCOCK’S INDIA-RUBBER 
GAS-TUBING. 
All sizes, from 4 in. to 4 in. diameter and upwards. 








Also, 

HORSE SINGEING APPARATUS, best make, with 
Gas-BuRNERS, Comss, and INDIA-RUBBER TUBING, 
all complete. 

INDIA-RUBBER BAGS for Gas-MaIns. 

WASHERS for Gas and Stream Joints. 

VALVES (pure solid Rubber) for Srzam-ENGINES. 

PACKING (Elastic) for SrzAM-ENGINEs. 

FLANGE TUBING, for excluding 


Draughts and Dust through @ 
Winpows, Doors, and Grass ¥Y 
CASsEs. 


Section. 
Illustrated Price Lists on application. 


JAMES LYNE HANCOCKE, 
Vulcanized India-Rubber Works, 
GOSWELL MEWS, anv 266, GOSWELL ROAD 
LONDON, E,C- 





Established 1811, 


READY & SON, 
BILSTON STREET BRASS FOUNDRY, 
WOLVERHAMPTON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
SUN BURNERS, GAS CHANDELIERS, 
HALL LANTERNS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS, 
And every Description of 


GAS-FITTINGS, 
Including 


MEDIZVAL FITTINGS for CHURCHES, &c, 


Large Pattern Books complete, with Book of 
Prices, 7s. 6d. 











STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 


E. BAKER & CO., 
24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, W, 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, SQUARES, and TILES 
of all dimensions. 

GAS-RETORTS always in stock. 

GARDEN EDGINGS of various patterns. 

ORNAMENTAL BUILDING BRICKS, 

GRATE BACKS in various designs. 

Contracts eutered into to set Retorts, erect Fur- 
naces, &c. 

Shipments on the shortest notice. 

Makers ot A. C. Fnaser’s Patent Ribbed Retorts an | 

Brick Ovens. 


HOPKINS, GILKES, & CO., 


Lrmirep, 
MIDDLESBOROUGH, 

SUPPLY GAS AND WATER PIPES OF EVERY SIZE, 
Plain, Turned and Bored, and Coated. 
CAST-IRON RETORTS. 

Castings for Gas-Works of every description. 

EXHAUSTERS. 
Lonpon Orrice: 95, Cannon SrReer. 











TO INVENTORS AND PATENTEES, 


WW: W. H. BENNETT, having had 


. considerable experience in matters connected 
with Gas, Water, and Sanitary Improvement, begs to 
say that he continues to assist Inventors in the perfec- 
tion of their designs, and to obtain for them P ROVI- 
SIONAL PROTECTION, whereby their invention ma’ 
be secured for Six Months; or LETTERS PATENT, 
which are granted for Fourteen Years. 

Patents leted, or p ded with at any stage, 
thereby rendering it unnecessary for persons resident 
in the country to visit London. 

Patents procured for Foreign Countries. 





Information as to cost, &c., supplied gratuitously ' 


upon application to the advertiser, 42, Parliam2nt 
Street, WESTMINSTER. [Office of the JouRNAL OF 
Gas Ligutine, &c.] 
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Trade Mark. THE MEDAL FOR 1862. 
Taz ONLY PRIZE MEDAL awarpep 
ror TUBES anp FITTINGS. 


CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY STAFFORDSHIRE, 
Wanenousz—8l, UPPER GROUND ST., LONDON. 
JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, 


Patentees and First Makers of Wrought-Iron Tubes. 


TURNER & ALLEN’S 
NEW DESIGNS 


FOR 
Plain & Ornamental 


LAMP-POSTS, 
DWARF 
GAS PILLARS, 
LAMP BRACKETS 
LAMPS, 
LANTERNS, &c. 











GASELIERS, 
CORRIDOR AND LOBBY 
LAMPS, 


Complete PatrERN 
AND 
Price Boox, 
3s. 6d. in stamps. 
TURNER AND ALLEN, 
Engineers, Founders, §c., 
201, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, E.c. 











Pl STONE 7~ 
i 








10 GAS COMPANIES AND THE TRADE. 
J. DEFRIES & SONS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLUi 
CHANDELIERS; 
IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR & SUN LIGHTS; 
VESTIBULES, 
IRON BARREL, COMPOSITION TUBING, 
AND 


GAS-FITTINGS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, 





WORKS: 
LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, AND PARIS. 








Special Designs prepared in perfect accordance with 
architectural arrangements. Estimates furnished for 
the Lighting and Fitting up of Theatres, Music-Halls, 
and Public or Private Buildings with Gas. 

GAS MOONS OF THE NEWEST DESIGNS. 
The Patent Gas-Regulator & Purifier reduced 

to 6s. 6d. per Dozen. 


Pattern Books of Gas-Fittings, Crystal and Ormolu 
Chandeliers for 1869, are now complete. 





CITY SHOW-ROOMS & MANUFACTORY, 
147, HOUNDSDITCH. 


J. T. B. PORTER & CO., 


GAS ENGINEERS, 


MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORKS 
Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 
GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINCOLN, 


AaND 
JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C. 














323 





ATHELS’S Patent District Dry 
GOVERNOR is the only perfect self-ac' con- 
trivance for re; pressures in the er 
levels of a district. 
For prices, &c., apply to the Manufacturers, Messrs. 
Guest anp Curimes, RoTHERHAM. 


ATHELS’S Patent Four-way Disc 
GAS-VALVE—oneE OF WHICH SERVES AS THREE 
orpINaRY VaLves—is the best V«lve for gas-works. 
For prices, &c., oy the Manufacturers, Messrs. 
Guest AND CHRIMES, HERHAM. 


ATHELS'’S Patent Ribbed Gas Main- 
PIPES cost but about Id. to 2d. per yard (de- 
pending on the size) more than Plain Pipes, and ensure 
PERFECT GA8-TIGHT CONNEXIONS with the Service-Pipes. 
Apply to Messrs. Beacs & Son, 37, Southampton 
Street, Strand, Lonpon. 


W. J. HOLLANDS, 


IRON MERCHANT, 


$1, BANKSIDE, LONDON, §.E. 

Socket, Franes, Hot-WaTer Pipes, AND ALL 
Connexions; RetortTs, HypRavLIC Marn, Lamp- 
CoLumns, &c.; AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CasT- 
TINGS AND WrovuGut-Inon- Work Fot Gas AND 
WaTeR-WoORKS, STEAM, AND GENERAL PURPOSES. 

N.B.—All goods kept in stock, and supplied at 
wholesale prices. Estimates given, and orders by post 
punctually attended to the same day. 


JAMES OAKES and CO., 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 


AND 

WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 

Beg to inform Gasand Water Companies and the public, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINCS 
in general use in Gas and Water-Works, including 
Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes, Bends, 
Branches, and Syphons of all sizes, Lamp Columns, 


&e., &e. 
N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular casti will have i d 
ate attention. 

















CHARLES Hors.ey, Agent. 





LAMBERT REDUCED PRICES OF 


ay IMPROVED GAS-VALVES 


WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS, 


2, 2), and 3in..., 126. per in. 
4in. to 6in...... ll 











Sn 
10s. 
)) These Valves are all proved on 
jboth sides to 30 1b. on the square 
inch before leaving the works. 

Valves made with outside racks 
to order. 

Also Water-Valves, with gun- 
metal faces and gun-metal screws. 


MANUFACTURERS, 


WALSALL. 





JAMES M‘KELVIE, 
CANNEL COAL MERCHANT, 


HAYMAREET, 
EDINBURGH. 





Established 1840. 


FIRE-CLAY GAS-RETORTS, &c., CANNEL 

AND STEAM COALS. 

IAM FRASER, Inverkeithing 

(owner of the Works at which Fire-clay Retorts 

were first made), having greatly enlarged his works, can 

supply retorts and other fire-clay goods to any extent. 

erences can be given to managers of above a 
hundred Gas-Works whom he supplies. 

WILLiaM Fraser ships COWDENBEATH PAR- 
ROT COALS at Charlestown and Burntisland at 12s. 
per ton; and HALBEATH STEAM COALS, on Navy 
List, at 8s. 6d. per ton. 


LINTZ COLLIERY COMPANY. 
FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


THE LINTZ COLLIERY COMPANY 
Beg most respectfully to draw the attention of 


GAS COMPANIES, FURNACE BUILDERS, 


FIRE-BRICK DEALERS, & OTHERS, 
To the superiority of their 
FIRE-CLAY GOODS, 
Where resistance to heat is of paramount importance, 
an ample guarantee of which is in the fact of their 
extensive use by most of the Iron Manufacturers in 
the North of England. 

Not only is the quality of the Fire-Clay inferior to 
none in the northern Coal-field, but the greatest care 
is taken in selecting it. It is all hand picked, and well 
weathered before use. 

All orders for 
FIRE-CLAY RETORTS of any shape or size, 
FIRE BRICKS, &c., 
Will meet with prompt attention. 


LAYCOCK’S GARESFIELD COKE. 


Orrices: LINTZ COLLIERY, BURNOPFIELD, 
Co. DURHAM; anp 
QUAYSIDE, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 
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(\ANNEL COAL—The West York- 

shire Iron and Coal cs et Limited, beg to 

draw the attention of Gas Compauies to their a 
of which the yore is the analysis made by W 


Huggon, Es 
Yield of 3 10,296 cubic feet. 


per ton . 


Illuminating power rather over 21 ang candles. 
Yield ofcoke perton ., . l2¢ 
The actual working, as reported by one ‘of the largest 
gas cable ve in Yorkshire, gives results still more 
lavourable, v 
Ps —— ° 
uminating power 
Coke 


. 10,416 cubic feet. 
1-89 — candles. 
The s 
We ada from the same source the capabilities of the 
common gas coal— 
10,080 cubic feet. 


Yield ofgas. . . 
Ilominating power 14-41 sperm candles. 
ofCoke . . 13 cwt. 
CoLiLizRies—WeEstT ARpSsLzy, near LEEDS. 
For further particulars, address to the Office of the 
Company, 15, York Place, Lexps. 


poz & PEARSON’S GAS COAL. 
We have now the authority of several of the most 
eminent Gas Engineers of entond in stating that our 
Coal yields in practical working over 10,000 cubic Jeet 
of gas, with anilluminating power of 16 candles. 
ine ton yields 12} cwt. of good coke. This Coal ean 
be shipped from Hull, Goole, Liverpool, Morecambe, 
— a : 
or further particulars, aj 
West Riding and Silbecene’Ga hhieri 


LD WEMYSS CANNEL COAL.— 
Yield of gas per ton, 12,896 cubic feet; illumi- 
nating power, 31°75 standard candles. Port of ship- 
ment, Wemyss. 
Analysis and price on application to Mr. Wm. Carey, 
Manager, Wemyss Colliery, Kirkcaldy, Fire. 


WANWICK CANNEL COAL, 
Illuminating power 23°98 candles; yield large, 
and coke good. 

Analyses by W. Valentin, Eeq., of the Royal College 
of Chemistry, London, and William Fiddes, Esq., F.C.S., 
Gas-Works, Bristol, with price and terms, for warded 
on application to H. Boam, Head Office, 1, Darwin 
Terrace, DerBy. 





to Porgz AND PEARSON, 
ries, near LEEDs. 











CANNEL COAL. 


ESSRS. GRIFFITHS BROTHERS, 
COPPA COLLIERY, MOLD, 

Beg leave to call the attention of Gas Companies to 

the zed quality of their Cannel for gas-making 


purposes 

This Cannel produces in actual working, in iron 
retorts, 9200 cubic feet of 32-candle gas, and upwards 
of ll cwt. of coke, and in clay retorts will produce 
11,500 cubic feet of 25°9-candle gas. 

a of ee or hy Quay. 

8 supplied for delivery by railway to any part 

of eaekind or Wales 

Ter particulars, a and rates of freight, apply to 
Grirritus Brotrsers, Coppa Colliery, Mold, Fiint- 
SHIRE. 


THOMAS EDINGTON & SONS, 
PHENIX IRON-WORKS, 
GLASGOW, 

Manufacturers of all kinds of 
GAS AND WATER PIPES, 
Branches, Bends, Water-Traps, Tank-Plates, Valves, 
and general Castings. Also 
RAILWAY CHAIRS & SLEEPERS, 

AND 
GRIFFIN’S PATENT PERMANENT WAY. 

London Office, 63, Old Broad Street. 


XIDE OF IBOYMW, 


We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms, 


HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (BOG OCHRE, 
Same quality as supplied by us to several of the most 
— a ~ 17 Companies, and which has givene atire 


“FRANCIS RITCHIE & SONS, 
BELFAST. 


IRTLEY IRON WORKS, 
ONESTER-LE-STREET, 











D 
Manufactory for every description of Cates and 
wee for Gas-Works and Water-Works. 

n London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
aon of all iene and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Seuthwark. 

Office in London, Mr. E, M. Perxrns, 101, Cannon 
Street, E.C. 


WALTER MABON & CO., 


Engineers, 
ARDWICK IRON-WORKS, 
FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 
PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOPS, 


WROUGHT AND CAST-IRON GIRDER 


DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 
FURNISHED. 











HENRY F. WILLEY, 


(Manager for the late Mr. Vickary, of Exeter, 15 years,) 
GAS ENGINEER AND CONTRACTOR. 
WORKS: 


Improved Wet and Dry Meters. Gas Apparatus and Gas-Fittings Manufacturer. 
Contractor for the Erection of Gas-Works, Gasholders, Station-Meters, Governors, and every article 
and apparatus appertaining to Gas- Works. 


F. & C. OSLER, 
45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W. 


MANUFACTORY AND SHOW-ROOMS: 
BROAD STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 
EsTABLISHED 1807. 


MANUFACTURERS OF CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, 
WALL LIGHTS, & LUSTRES FOR GAS & CANDLES. 


TABLE GLASS OF ALL KINDS. 
CHANDELIERS IN BRONZE & ORMOLU. MODERATOR LAMPS. 


ROBERT DEMPSTER, 
‘Gas ee and Contractor, Rose Mount Foundry, Elland, near Halifax. 


R. D. recommends his Fire-Brick Retorts to Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Companies; they last from 10 to 12 years. 

Iron and Fire-Clay Retorts. | Wrought-Iron Tubes, 
Annular and Pipe Condensers. Tanks. 
Scrubbers and Purifiers, all sizes. Wrought-Iron & Cast-Iron Roofs. 
Steam-Engines and Exhausters. | Gasholders, Single-Lift or ‘lele- 
Hydraulic Centre-Valves. scopic. 
Station-Meters and Governors. 

‘ Photometers & Pressure-Gauges. 

p-posts and Brackets. 
ns eres Cast-Iron Mains and Syphons. 


Plans and Specifications prepared. 


GEORCE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 


19, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, STRAND, W.C, 


Mr. ANDERSON advises Companies on all matters connected with the 
manufacture of Gas and the construction of Works. 


PATENTEE and MANUFACTURER of the following Inventio 
RETORT SETTINGS, heated by tar without the production of smoke. 
STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, separately or combined. 
FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which is equal to three ordinary Valves. 
STATION GOVERNORS-—the Gasholder cannot tilt and cause accident. 

BREEZE AND TAR FUEL MACHINE. 
A Pamphlet containing Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letterpress on the construction 


of vo post free, 2s. 6d. 
B.—The second edition of this Work, now ready, contains illustrations of the Machine for con- 


win Breeze and Tar into Fuel for heating the Retorts. 
ng Be Author is well qualified to speak authoritatively upon the important subjects to which his 


pamphlet refers.”’—_Artizan, 


REDUCED PRICES 
OF 


B. DONKIN & C0O.’S 


IMPROVED GAS-VALVES 
WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS, 
From 2 inches to 18 inches, price 9a. 6d. to 12s. per inch diameter. 


List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 36 inches, to be 


had on application. 
These Valves are all proved on both sides to 30 lbs. on the square inch 


before leaving the works, and are always kept in stock. 


VALVES MADE WITH OUTSIDE RACKS TO ORDER. 
ALSO, 


SCREW WATER-VALVES WITH GUN-METAL FACES. 


B. DONKIN & CO., 
GENERAL ENGINEERS AND IRONFOUNDERS, 
MAKERS OF STEAM-ENGINES, 
BERMONDSEY, LONDON, S.B. 


WALTER FORD, 
159, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 
MANUFACTUBER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 
GOVERNORS, &c. &e. 
Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring 











Water 


Gas Castings of every description. 

Retort Setters and Fitters sent to 
all parts of the country. 

Wood Sieves for Purifiers, 











TRAOB 


BK. 








avy required consumption. These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to 
Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. 


BARTHOLOMEW STREET, EXETER, 


| 

















oe 
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GEORGE ORME & CO., 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


CONSUMERS GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, 
PRESSURE & EXHAUST REGISTERS, 
PRESSURE-GAUGES, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, 
INDICES FOR GAS AND WATER METERS, 
INDICATORS, 

FITTINGS FOR RAILWAY CARRIAGES AND LAMPS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


GAS, STEAM, & WATER FITTINGS, 


ON THE MOST APPROVED PRINCIPLE. 





| 


WORKS: PARK STREET, OLDHAM. 





JOHN WARNER & SONS, 


Beli and Brass Founders to Her Majesty, 
8, CRESCENT, CRIPPLEGATE, LONDON, E.C, 








WARNERS'’ 
PATENT QUADRANT-MOTION SLUICE OR GAS VALVE. 


All the advantages of the ordinary sluice-valve are 
obtained at much less cost, and the liability to set fast | 
and get out of order entirely obviated. } 

Particulars of the Quadrant Valve, also of Hydraulic | 
Machinery, High or Low Pressure Cocks, Water- 
Closets, Gas-fitting in all its branches, and general | 
Plumbers Brass-work, can be obtained upon applie | 
cation. | 

















_SCHOLL’S 


PATENT PLATINUM 


GASLIGHT PERFECTER. 


Extract from Report by Dr. Letheby:— 


| “ The results have been very remarkable, for they show an average increase of 63 per cent. on the illuminating | 
| power of the gas. I am of opinion, therefore, that the invention is of great practical value.” 


Price 1s. each for Fish-tail Burners. 


To be had retail of Gas-Fitters and Ironmongers, and wholesale of 


| 
JOHN SCHOLL, 41 & 42, BERWICK STREET, OXFORD STREET 








LONDON, WwW. 
Terms on application. N.B.—A specimen sent free on receipt of Twelve stamps. 


*,* Further testimonials from Drs. Frankland and Crooks, showing the great practical value of this invention, 
| will be shortly published. 


‘FREDERICK HOPE, 


| OF NAPHTHALINE from works and mains, and pre- 


w : 
/ | 14, JOHN STREET, PENTONVILLE ROAD, 


| durability, and cheapness combined, render them su- 


BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
J SUGG and CO., late ALBERT 


@ KELLER, Ghent.—The removal of the import 
duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Clay 
Retorts into England, Messrs. Sugg, of Ghent, beg to 
draw the attention of the Gas Companies of London, 
and other Cities, to the very superior quality of the 
RETORTS manufactured by them. They can_be 
made of any size, in one piece, and of any form. The 
price will be in proportion to the weight, and very 
moderate in comparison to their value. 

Communications, addresssed to J. Suca and Co., 
GHENT, will receive immediate attention. 


TWENTY YEARS PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE, 


EDWIN BENTLEY, 
RETORT SETTER, 
29, LOWER HOPE STREET, HALIFAX, 
YORKSHIRE. 
Fire-Clay and Iron Retorts, Double and Single 
Grooved Brick Retorts, of every description. 
Bentley’s Improved D Brick Segment Retorts, 5 or 3 
in one bed. 
Testimonials and references on application. 














Gas and Consulting Engineer, 
HIGH STREET, HOUNSLOW, 


Advises Gas Companies on any subject connected with 
the erection of gas-works and the manufacture of gas, 
more particularly on the following points:—REMOVAL 


venting the deposition of the same. ECONOMY in 
purification, and efficacy of the same in reducing the 
bisulphide of carbon toa minimum. TAR FUEL ona 
most simple method. Plans, Specifications, and Esti- 
mates prepared on moderate terms. 


B. CARPENTER’S 


IMPROVED 


WOOD SIEVES FOR GAS PURIFIERS, 











LONDON, N. 


Gas Com- 


The above Sieves are used by the princi 
heir utility, | 


panies in London and the country. 





perior to all others. | 
Testimonials from Gas Engineers who have tested) 
their qualities forwarded on application. | 
All orders punctually attended to, and estimatee| 
given if required. 


| 
HARRIS AND PEARSON, 





STOURBRIDGE. 
PROPRIETORS OF 

BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY. 
MANUPACTURERS OF 

FIRE-BRICKS, GAS-RETORTS, AND FIRE-CLAY GOODS 

OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 

Orders of any magnitude, for home and exportation, 

ted with all possible despatch. 





—_—_— 





| o~ | 
| JAMES MILNE & SON, | 
| GAS ENGINEERS, 
'Gas-Meter, Gas Apparatus, and Gasfittings Manufacturers, 
| EDINBURGH, anp 

2, KING EDWARD STREET, 
| NEWGATE STREET, LONDON. 





| Station-Meters, Governors, Consumers Meters, Gas Lustres, Chandeliers, Brackets, &c., and every 
| description of Gasfittings and Gas Apparatus. 


N.B.—A quantity of Retorts in stock. 
Circulars, 15in. and 16in. Ovals, 20in. by 14in. 
D's, 15X13, 1612, 1814, 2016, 21x14, 24x14. 


ANDREW HARDY & SON, 
RETORT SETTERS, 
Beg to inform Engineers, Managers, and Gas Com- 
panies in general of their CHANGE OF RESIDENCE 
from Waterloo Road, Uxbridge Moor, to OLD CROWN 
GARDENS, UXBRIDGE, MIDDLESEX. 


DDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufact of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks and every 




















CHARLES HORSLEY’S 


PATENT 


GAS EXHAUSTER. 


(From 250 Feet to 200,000 Feet per Hour.) 
Also, 
ROTARY TAR, OIL, AND LIQUOR PUMPS. 
For particulars and prices apply to the Patentee, 


| 

1 a ees, 22, Wharf Road, City Road, London, ¥. 
i ¥ 
| SAMUEL CUTLER & SON, 
| 











CONTRACTING GAS ENGINEERS, &c, 
MANUFACTURERS OF GASHOLDERS, TANKS, PURIFIERS, 
AND ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF GAS-MAKING APPARATUS. 


Iron Roofs, and General Iron Work. Mains Supplied and Laid. 


8. C. & Son supply every requirement for a Gas-Work, and keep in stock Retort Lids, Cotters, 
Barrows, Scoops, Bolts and Nuts, &c. &c. 


PROVIDENCE IRON-WORKS, MILLWALL, LONDON, E. 


ee 








description of Fire-Clay Good 


Mr. H. GORE, 
CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER, 
20, ALFRED PLACE, BEDFORD SQU.RE, LONDON, W.C, 


THOMAS LAMBERT & SONS, 
SHORT STREET, LAMBETH, LONDON, 


PATENTEES OF THE 
HIGH-PRESSURE EQUILIBRIUM BALL VALVES 
AND DIAPHRAGM BIB & STOP VALVES, 
MANUFACTURE EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
GAS-JOINTS, CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, BRACKETS, ETC.; 
WROUGHT-IRON 
WELDED TUBE AND FITTINGS, 

BLACK AND GALVANIZED ; 
BRASS, COPPER, LEAD, TIN, AND COMPOSITION TUBING; 
STOCKS, TAPS, AND DIES, 

And Every Description of Gas-Fitters Tools ; 
CAST-IRON GAS-MAIN COCKS, 
WITH PATENT METAL PLUGS; 

GAS SLIDE AND SLUICE VALVES; 
CARTER’S SAPETY GAS-VALVES; 
GAS-STOVES, REGULATORS, BURNERS, &c. 


Large Pattern-Book and Price List of Gas-Fittings, 
price 73. Gd., supplied on application. 
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SILVER MEDAL, PARIS EXHIBITION, 1867. 


LLOYD AND LLOYD, 


ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF ~ 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS 

















For Gas, Steam, Water, &c. 
SOLE LICENSEES for the United Kingdom for the LAVENANT PATENT ENAMELLED TUBES & FITTINGS, 
the Coating of which does not shell off, is a certain preservative from rust, and resists all effects of expansion and contraction. 
LAP-WELDED IRON & HOMOGENEOUS METAL TUBES 
For Locomotive, Marine, and Stationary Boilers. 
Boiler-Tube Ferrules, Gun-Metal Gland Cocks, Water-Gauges, Whistles, &c. ; Stocks, Taps, and Dies for Screwing, and Gas-Fitters Tools of all kinds. 


London Offices: No. 4, Cloak Lane, Queen Street, E.C. 
. WAREHOUSES: 

LONDON : No. 157, Upper Thames Street, E.C. LIVERPOOL: No. 4, Cooper’s Row, and 3, Crooked Lane, Strand Street. 

MANCHESTER: Barlow’s Croft, Chapel Street, Salford. PARIS and LILLE. | 


ROTATORY AND DOUBLE-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


with many recent improvements, from 1500 to 150,000 cubic feet per Hour. 


JAMES BURTON, SONS, & WALLER, 


MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for GAS-WORKS, 
efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS, 
GAS-VALVES, with or without Wedges, worked with powerful Worm and Rack, 
SELF-ACTING BY-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever, 
ROTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for SCRUBBERS. 
SMALL-SIZE EXHAUSTERS KEPT IN STOCK. 


JOHN'S PLACE, HOLLAND STREET, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, S.E. 



































|| beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 


WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 





W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Marofaeture of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY 


CRACKS and the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 
The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent, 

Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 

GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OP EQOAL QUALITY. | 

A large stock of Pire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CO. - | 

Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &sc., may be obtained. 
N.B.—Z2zport orders continue to have prompt attention. 











E. J. & J. PEARSON, | 


DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRICK-WORKS, 
STOURBRIDGE, 


PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY; 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


GLASS-HOUSE POTS, CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
























J OSEPH CLIFF & SON, 


THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS. 
Near LEEDS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL euenuineinine OF 


FIRE GOODS, and SALT-GLAZED DRAIN-PIFRS, 
Lonpon AGENT: 


MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, 
Wharf No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross, | 


Where is always kept a Stock of Retorts, Fire-Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and ! 
Drain- Pipes. _| 
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WILLIAM SUGG, £28 
GAS ENGINEER. 














PUBLIC LAMP GOVERNORS, LEVER COCKS, AND POLE LIGHTERS, 


LAMP METERS AND BOXES. 


LOWE’S JET PHOTOMETERS can now BE ratep To 14 CANDLES. | 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.| 
IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, | 


FOR CITIES, TOWNS, VILLAGES, &e., 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


Ww. C. HOLMES & COQ.,, 


WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS of B. W. THURSTON’S IMPROVED SCRUBBER, CONDENSER, and WASHER, 
in use in many of the principal Gas- Works un the Continent. 


PATENTEES of the IMPROVED COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation. 
ESTIMATES, PLANS, and SPECIFICATIONS PREPARED for BUILDINGS and APPARATUS. 
Prospectus, Price Lists, &c., on application. 


LONDON OFFICES—57, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 


*,* Please address letters to Huddersfield. 
REPERENCES TO NEARLY 300 GAS-WORKS. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS’ 
|SELF-ACTING DISTRICT GOVERNOR.) 


Prices, according to size, can be obtained upon application to 


Mr. WILLIAM ARCHER, 


METER COMPANY’S WORKS, OLDHAM. 
TO CORPORATIONS, GAS ENGINEERS, AND OTHERS. 


HENRY ALDER, 


GRANGE METER-WORES, EDINBURGH, 
Begs to intimate that he is the ORIGINAL MANUFACTURER of 


DRY GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON CASES. | 


The Meters are protected by Registration on the 17th of December, 1864, under the “ Copyright of Designs Act.” || 
They are much more durable, and at the same time more easily repaired than those in Tin Cases. 
PRICE LIST AND TERMS ON APPLICATION. 


Agent for Ireland—Mr. J. FURNESS, 3, Fownes Street, DUBLIN. 


KING BROTHERS, 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 
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KING BROTHERS beg — to caf the attention of Gas Companies vo the superiority of their Retorts, whicr are made from the celebrated STOURBRIDGE; 
FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King has patented a Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them FREE’: 
FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT IK FORM. By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning,a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained, | | 
rendering them less liable to carbonize. 
Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are al) Manufactured of the same quality of Clav. 
Every Retort and Brick is branded ‘* King Brothers, Stourbridce.’ 


Agent in Ireland—Mr. JAMES FURNISS, No. 3, FOWNES STREET, DUBLIN. 
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UNVARYING WATER-LINE GAS-METER. 


(SANDERS AND DONOVAN’S PATENT.) 





“ Unquestionably the best Water Gas-Meter now 
in use.” 





Over 60,000 in action. 





MANUFACTURERS: 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY,) 
KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON; | 


WITH 
Branch Manufactories at DUBLIN & OLDHAM. 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT & CO., 


55 and 554, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, S$. W., 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


COMPENSATING & OTHER WET & IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 
Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS, 
WRIGHTS REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR 


STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS; 
Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges ; Thermometers 
for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c., &c. 


STANDARD PHOTOMETRIC AND OTHER TESTING APPARATUS, 
Employed by the best expefimenters in this country and on the Continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts. 


STREET-LAMP REGULATORS OF THE BEST CONSTRUCTION, 


Adjusted to any desired consumption. 


R. LAIDLAW & SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, CONTRACTORS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS, | 
Iron-Works and Foundries, (190, Strand,) Meter-Works & Brass Foundry, 
GLASGOW, LONDON, EDINBURGH, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
GASOMETERS AND GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION ; 
CAST-IRON PIPES, all sizes, cast in DRY SAND and VERTICALLY by PATENT MACHINERY ; 

IRON ROOFS, COLUMNS, BEAMS, and GIRDERS; BOILERS, TANKS, and CISTERNS; 
VALVES, Screw, Rack and Pinion, &c., for Gas and Water, with Iron or Gun-Metal Facings, &c. ; 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBE and FITTINGS for Gas, Water, or Steam; 

GAS-METERS (Wet and Dry) of the most approved Construction, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, &c.; 
GASELIERS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS, PILLARS, and GAS-FITTINGS of every description ; 
LAMP-POSTS and LANTERNS for Streets, &c. 


D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 


‘PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
|| invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 
any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 
|| being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF | 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS ; 

DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 

IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 
|| CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 

for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 

Large Pattern Books with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 12s. 
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